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IRISH/SINN FEIN CONTACTS

i Pad@y Tcahqn telephoned me this evening to report on the latest meeting
between Irish officials and Sinn Fein. He said that he had alrcady given an
account to Veronica Sutherland, but wanted to pass on the main/poims 10 me
100. He said that the conversation had had four main elements:

(i) the Irish side had underlined to Sinn Fein in no uncertain tcrms that they
could not go on talking to Sinn Fein in this way when the IRA continucd
to plant bombs in Britain. They had spelt out that thcy were not saying
this for the sake of it but because it was the simple truth;

(ii)  the Irish had asked Sinn Fein whether, if the talks moved on to the three
strands and discussion on decommissioning, and if the British
Government made a statement along the lines of that proposed by John
Hume, there would be a new IRA ceasefire. In response, the Sinn Fein
side had made noises about the language which they had given to Hume
being the minimum required. But in the end their answer had been yes.
1 pressed Teahon on this point. The Sinn Fein responsc of "ycs” had not
been absolutely clear cut. They had to pretend they were not the IRA.
But it did not just mean that Sinn Fein would go to the IRA and try to
persuade them. It seemed to mean that they would go to the IRA and
had cvery reason to believe that they would be persuaded. lle said that
the Irish had been clear in saying that the British Government could not

be expected to use the words which Hume had given to us. Sinn Fein

appearcd to accept this.

Fein an account of what was happening in the

ish had given Sinn -
(iii) the Iris g sold the degree of movement but had given an

talks. They had not over
honcst appraisal;

Fein had underlined that media suggestions in Dublin that the IRIA
were sitting out the present situation and walting for a Bl‘l(.ls.h. Genera
Elcction were Wrong. They recognised that the &resc;.md Br;ll:;]:‘;lln::
ini i that they had no res
Minister bad taken 2 personal interest, and y o

suppose any subsequent Prime Minister would be easicr

(iv) Sinn
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- His intention would be to

at, whether they liked all the words or not, this was the best
they could expect and it was Now up to them to deliver. He hoped the
Americans would do the same, -

I am copying this to Jan Polley (Cabinet Office) and by fax to Veronica
Sutherland (Dublin).

e

JOHN HOLMES

Ken Lindsay, Esq.,
Northern Ireland Office.
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