CONFIDENTIAL

(9 September 1996)

2 e The negotiations which started on 10 June are to secure an
overall political settlement and will address all the issues
relevant to that. They are intended to be inclusive, involving both
Governments and all the relevant political parties with the

necessary democratic mandate and commitment to exclusively peaceful

methods.

2. The prospects for success in these negotiations will be greatly
enhanced if they are conducted in a peaceful environment. Under the
relevant legislation, if the Government considers that there is an
unequivocal restoration of the IRA ceasefire of August 1994, Sinn
Féin will be invited to nominate a team to participate in the

negotiations. Beyond that, the two Governments are agreed that

these negotiations are without preconditions.

2)A It is equally clear that, to be successful, the negotiations

must be peaceful, based on exclusively democratic and peaceful means

and without recourse to the threat (actual or implied) or use of
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5 As the communique of 28 February made clear, the opening
pPlenary will also address the International Body’s proposals on
decommissioning. At that stage, the Government, along with the
Irish Government, will be seeking the commitment of all participants
to work constructively during the negotiations to implement all
aspects of the International Body’'s report, including its compromise
approach under which some decommissioning would take place during
the process of negotiations. The Government wishes to make urgent
progress in this area so that the process of decommissioning, rather
than being regarded as a precondition to further progress, is used
to build confidence one step at a time during the negotiations. As
progress is made on political issues, even modest mutual steps on
decommissioning could help create the atmosphere needed for further

steps in a progressive pattern of mounting trust and confidence.

6. All parties are treated equally in the negotiations in
accordance with the scale of their democratic mandate. No party has

an undemocratic advantage.

7 It has been accepted that all participants will negotiate in
good faith, seriously address all aspects of the agreed agenda and
make every effort to reach a comprehensive agreement. For their

part, the two Governments are committed to seek to ensure that all
items on the comprehensive agenda are fully addressed and to do so

themselves with a view to overcoming any obstacles which may arise.

8. The British Government is wholly committed to upholding, so far
as we are able, our responsibility to encourage, facilitate and
enable the achievement of agreement in the negotiations based on
full respect for the rights and identities of both traditions. Our

primary interest is to see peace, stability and reconciliation

established by agreement among all the people who inhabit the island

of Ireland.
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11. The Government will continue to pursue social and
policies informed by the principles of equality of opportunity,
equity of treatment and parity of esteem irrespective of political,
cultural or religious affiliation or gender. We are committed to
enhancing community identification with policing in Northern

Ireland, and to a wide-ranging process of policing reform.
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The

14. The opportunity for progress has never been greater.
e the

negotiations command wide support internationally and hav
benefit of independent chairmen from the USA, canada and Finland.
They have the overwhelming support of people throughout these
islands, who also greatly desire that they take place in a peaceful

environment, free of all paramilitary violence.
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