- Gune GRS fuyes WSS S@EEESESE©

o Ay |)
Pk tran : Sod o § ad-)pd  09/09/96  18:23 Pg: 2
Fevi 24T 218 6722 " a9/

' " y 6] aLa e 200 & ' r". = a4l -
\ wST3 op 95 POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT
C: CONFIDENTIAL g

v

oy

—pazeos9s_10:09 P02

< L Ve bldmiveibL

T
s Sy

2 —_—r
AN

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON $W1A 2AA

9 September 1996

LT AT

From #n Privare Sccraary

T TR

Du./ It |
e |

RTHERN IRELAND: TRISH VIEWS

Paddy Teahon rang me several times over the weekend, before leaving
for Washington with the Teolseach. His main initial purpose was 10 alerl us t@
increase in sctivity/communications among IRA activists, which Irish

etected. They were not sure what Jay behind this, since such

inteHigence had d
i as there was pointed in different directions. But there were three main

ilities, not muruaily exclusive:

()  preparation for a further attack on the British mainland;

(i) preparation for a new ceasefire;

(ili) preparation for, or even perhaps the holding of, the expeeted JRA
General Anmy Convention. ‘

Teahon himself speculated that the IRA might have in mind 2 maintand
tacular as a prelude to 8 newW ceasefire, perhaps set in a new political

xt. Teahon could not be more specific about this but said that Sinn Fein at
were very interested in the position they increasingly held as the major

ical representalives of the nationalist community, at the expense of the

A new ceasefire could consolidate Lhis, give Sipn Fein the overall high
with the Irish and US governments, and prepare for a new siwation
follpwing the British clections.

I expressed some scepticism about all this. 1 did not need convincing that
the!IRA would like to amack on the mainiand again. But we had secn Jittle or
vidence of IRA readiness for & new ceasefire, Teahon admitted that he had
evidence, beyond Sian Feln hints and an odd reluctaace 10 talk 1o Irish
jals, but (not for the first time) is still convinced that a new ceagefire is on
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the tards. 1 mentioned to him the renewed approach from Hume (my lettor of
S Sgptember) and subscquently senc him the Hume/Adams draft text, on a
Mrigily personal basis (i.e. not for showing to the DFA).

Teahon sent me in retuen the enclosed form of words which Bruton will
uSC fin Washington and which reflects & recent approach to the Irish by the
loyajists. In an Intercsting paralicl to the Hume/Adams approach to us, Ervine

toldithe Thoiseach that saying something on these $incs would help to preserve
the |oyalist ceasefire.

I am not sure what to make of all this, but report it for what it is worth.
I wauld be Interested if there is any collateral for Teahon's theories. | checked
Witl} the Sccurity Scrvice that they were aware of the burst of IRA ;activnly
refefred o by Teahon. They confirmed that they had already been in close
tough with their Irish counterparts to compare notes.

I am copying this 10 Jan Polley (Cabinet Offics) and to Veronica
Sutferland in Dublin by fax.
7‘*«\ Ll
JOHN HOLMES
Lmsayo Es‘h
llflﬁfhcm Ireland Office.
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