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The negotiations which started on 10 June are to secu ‘e 4n overall political
setllement and will address all the issues relevant to that.

Clearand firm guidance at government level is criticalito

Tesolving the problem. That is our responsibility. We dre

to upholding that responsibility.

real prospect of

olly committed

The primary interest is to see peace, stability and recor‘\cfl ation established
by agreement among all the people who inhabit the island of Ireland.
Accordingly, with a view to achieving that agregment all relevant

constitutional. political, social, economic and cultyrall matters will be
addressed.

An accommodation of the diversity of views and aspirations on these

matters mean achieving agreement on the basis of equ of treatment and

parity of esteem.

The prospects for success in these negotiations will be greatly enhanced if
they are conducted in a peaceful environment. Beyond that the two
governments are agreed that these negotiation ill be without

preconditions.

It is equally clear that to be successful the negotiatior}s thust be peaceful,

based on exclusively democratic and peaceful means Fd thout recourse
to the threat or use of violence or coercion. a}

The effort to achieve a successful accommodatio eans that the
negotiations must be inclusive, involving both governments and all the

relevant political parties with the necessary demo{ra ¢ mandate and
commitment.

The spectrum of issues on which an overall agreement

that the agenda for negotiations must be comprehensiv
the table ensuring a fair hearing for the concerns of all the participants. No
outcome will be excluded or predetermined in advance. !]
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The governments' responsibilities and commitments afe clear. So too the
responsibilities of all the participants. All must appro the negotiations

in good faith, with all parties scriously addressing all aspects of the agreed

agenda and making every effort to reach agreement, and the two
governments, for their part, committed to ensure that 4 comprehensive

agenda is addressed and that any obstacles which may 4risg are overcome.

The governments are determined to see these negotiations through
successfully, In this we are at one with the hopes an pirations of the

peoples of Britain and Ireland. In large part this Has sustained a
momentum in a process which will always have its difficultjes. These hopes
and aspirations will bear fruit in a negotiation process that is conducted
within a calendar which ensures that momentum is built up and sustained.
The two governments are commitied to an agreed timeframe for the conduct
of the ncgotiations.
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The agenda for the negotiations is open. Participants can
 rajse any issue.

No péa%-ty can exercise a veto over the process. All parti€ be treated
equally in the negotiations and no party will have

 an | democratic
advantage.
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The negotiations will address with all other issues, the Inter
ny tional Body's

proposals on decommissioning, without making thi
s a p econdition to

further progress in the negotiations.

We are committed to raising confidence through the t 
process and

through a range of other measures including, as appropyiaje or requi
red,

policy and legislative measures. The International Body’ report itself
proposes a process of mutual confidence building.

The government is committed to an equality agenda discipline in
relation to all relevant political, social, economic and cylt

ugal issues. In
particular we are committed to addressing issues whi 

jse out of the
divisions among the people who inhabit the island of Ifel nd and which
result in or from the conflict.

These measures will include urgent action on the issues of conflict related
prisoners and legislation: the administration of justice,ja olicing service
and policing methods, which would enjoy widespread accep ility.

They will ensure equality of treatment for the Irish language and culture.

They will also address and resolve the issues involyed, i
n equality of

opportunity in the economic matters jncluding equalily in economic
development, the empowcrment andinclusion of deprivetl ¢ mmunities, the
imbalance in the unemployment ratio and the subsequent greater and more
equally shared prosperity which all of this enables.

The opportunity to resolve the conflict in Ireland has never been greater.
This is universally recognised. Accordingly we welcome|th contribution of
{he European Union to the resolution of the problem. eyise we welcome
the interest and involvement of the United States arisipg from the special
afinity shared between all the peoples of these island ayd people in the
United States. In particular we welcome the contribution of areas of
successful conflict resolution such as South Africa. T


