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Pre-Release Leave

It is proposed to increase the pre-release leave allowance of male
determinate sentence prisoners to bring it into line with that for
females and to increase the allowance of both male and female long

term prisoners.

[Currently females have a more generous leave allowance than

males] .
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[During the summer there were complaints about the medical
leave scheme. The Loyalists thought it was anomalous that
certain prisoners who had been given unescorted compassionate

leave were not given unescorted medical leavel] .

Background

LOYALIST PROPOSALS ON PRISONS ISSUES

58 PHASED RELEASE OF ALL LOYALIST PRISONERS IN THE ABSENCE OF A

FULL AMNESTY

Phased release of determinate sentence pri%sners would require £
use of the Royal Prerfgative or legislation.
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Release of life sentence prisoners is by the exe

the Secretary of State but the arbitrary use of this power in favour

of a paramilitary faction would compromise our 1ife sentence release

procedures.
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E CONSIDERED

2 (B) . PRISONERS WITH SERIOUS MEDICAL CONDITIONS SHOULD B
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
\

This already happens in relation to prisoners who have serious

medical conditions. In general our policy is to ensure that j

prisoners receive the treatment which is appropriate to their

medical needs and this may require discharge either temporarily oOT
Consideration will be

permanently to hospital, hospice or home.
f the Royal Prerogative of Mercy depending on

given to the use o
where the prisoner is in sentence, the nature of his of fence and sO
on.
mber of cases of prisoners

Loyalist representatives have raised a nu
chronic illness would not in

who have chronic illness. However,

itself justify temporary or permanent release.

66% REMISSION SHOULD BE INTRODUCED FOR DETERMINATE SENTENCE
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4. REVIEW OF LIFE SENTENCES AT THE FIVE YEAR POINT AND FULL
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8. PRISONERS SHOULD BE GIVEN UNESCORTED MEDICAL LEAVE

prisoners are already given unescorted leave to

Many paramilitary
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attend hospital. The decision whether t

in the light of individual security assessments.
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Although the scheme has its limitations, it does provide the
Secretary of State with a degree of reassurance about the possible
behaviour of life sentence prisoners. The release of life prisoners

directly into the community would be inconsistent with arrangements

in other jurisdictions.
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BILITY IN THE RELEASE SCHEMES TO ALLOW PRISONERS

10. GREATER FLEXI
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TO RETAIN CONTACT WITH SICK OR DISABLED RE
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