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TALKS, WEEK BEGINNING 16 SEPTEMBER - SUGGESTED GAMEPLAN

k - despite the distractions of th
e

Our main priority for ne
xt wee

rious Rule 29 representations _ should be to ntake advantage" of
o the main business of the plenary 

and

ions with the Irish Government and
ss as we can,

va

the enforced interruption
 t

\trilateral' discuss

tive should be to make as much 
progre
nderstanding with

pursue the

the UUP. Our objec

with the Irish Government
,

the UUP on the decommissioning i
ssue.

2% We should aim to play in our draft Bill and enco
uragethe Irish

to do likewise. This is likely to be most effective if done joi
ntly

in developing a clear u
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we need to refine and formulate the 
package of

eg on the timing of

nature of the
e additionally,

undg:s;andinga which the UUP are al
so seeking,

the legislation, details of the Indepe
ndent Commission,

ts to be given in plenary, future
 role of any

etc. Annex C to Mr Leach's

on the Fast Track) could
 be

commitmen

vdecommissioning sub committ
ee"

submission of 10 September (Ge
tting

developed as a vehicle fo
r:

irming the necessary level
 of

J establishing and conf
ts and the UUP

agreement petween the two G
overnmen

. presenting the outcome to plenary, whethe
r as a 'Joint

proposal' from the two Governments Or
 a suggested

1statement of conclusions' from any plenary
 debate. (ERhe

1 depend on the choregraph
y

precise nature of the paper 
wil

which we will

of the plenary address to decommiss
ioning,

also need to consider with the Irish 
and UUP).

sk thatethexre would be ggnsidgx
ablg

derstandings with the

| Irish and the UUP before presenting it and the draf
t Hiljiisitelthe

draft Bills - which are clearly

i 4. It seems toO official

advantage in developing the packa
ge of un

| yup. It would be unfortunate e ERe

a very major card - were played in but

in agreement with the UUP on other aspects of the 
package. Equally,

we then found that we were not

It the draft Bills do not give the whole picture and the
 UUP could

reasonably decline to give a positive response until
 they knew the

( ' position on the other points they have raised. If we

;winh‘ths whole package there would be more chan
ce of

the colour of their money.
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Monday

am = parties give observations on the two Governments'

determination of the DUP's representation concerning the

Loyalist parties

? - Chilcot/Dalton

pm - meeting with the UUP to explain how we propose to proceed

during the week and to check their reactions 
to

elements/possible formulations in any package of

understandings

Tuesday (assuming plenary debate on Alliance represent
ations is

deferred until Wednesday)

am = substantial Ministerial meeting with the Irish to reach

agreement on the handling of the draft Bills an
d on a

draft paper reflecting the package of understandi
ngs

possible further bilaterals with the UUP and SD
LP

pm F

Wednesday

am - plenary debate on the Alliance Party's representations.

[Governments announce that their determination will 
be

given on Monday 23 September]

pm

(or = trilateral meeting between the two Governments and the

Thurs) . UUP at which they would be taken through the draft Bills

B and..the draft paper. Discussion of thechoreography of

plenary debate on decommissioning.
- J

%o his
for the

to the Irish

esubmitting the xe

ese would



|
I 1 ch/AJH/aavz% :
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before the weekend as a basis for discussion proposed for Tuesday (at

which we can say whether any changes are needed as a result of the

earlier meeting with the UUP.)

by N This approach also puts maximum pressure on the Irish to 
sign

up quickly to the proposed package of understandings. (Although e

is in fact close to the 6 June package and Mr Thomas gave Mr

0'hUiginn the proposed work plan at the beginning of Septembe
r, they

could normally be expected to crawl all over it.)

8. If this broad gameplan is accepted, I suggest that:

. Mr Bell should be invited to pass the proposed papers (see

Mr Leach's separate submission) to the Irish before t
he

weekend and propose a meeting on Tuesday (? at Castle

Buildings - we could book the 5th Floor Committee Room) in

preparation for a trilateral with the UUP within the

following day or so

. [Michael Ancram ?] Private Office should seek to set up a

meeting with the UUP during the afternoon of 16 September

and explore the possibility of a full UUP delegation being

available for a substantial meeting on Wednesday afternoon

or Thursday.

O Officials stand ready to discuss these proposals with the

Secretary of State tomorrow morning if he would find that helpful.

NI“yill ia@ you have separately a more detailed note on the

y's plenary and the Alliance Party's representations

dvantages of leaving the debatg an the

nesday and deferring t

23 tember.


