s10 ‘96 12:41 ™ |  @ooz
% ‘ 4109  91z10pm,.

—i- s _ g o
ar@v i

“icadibastg, 51755 Falls Road, Belfast s
Te' 430261 Fax: 231723 A

_ Preas Oifig, 51/55 B&th
. bk =4l Bég Feirste: gl

Te'l'] 230261 Facs: 231723

; 3 .i ' / Rp1, R l,/ ;
FOR lMMEDIATE RELEASE 14/10/96 7 he - ”W{’W /"87—' .
3 / pefrgc g cf 5 L/u’
EMBAReeED UNTIL 1:00PM | of el Aol i
o e | _ Mg //VL/ Q/u7 W/ﬂ/z
Hdams stresses need for credl e and ulable peace Ym/5e
S - process | -

Smn Fem i’resident Gen‘y Adcms ma keynote speech to party actlwsts" _‘
in North Belfast ‘today stres ,ed the reasonableness of the Sinn Fem
posrtfon' lch !s for a- credibl 3 and viab!e peace. process

Mr-Adams- pomted out that c )nﬁlC‘f. can't be wlshed away and that we
need’ coliécthfely to create th- condituons for peace

He. placeé. the onus: for prOQ =ss on Mr Major saymg that Slnn Fem is -
prepared to go.the extra mile For peace. Is Mr Major? The British Prime -
Minister ‘ralst - show that he w 3uld not treat a second lRA cessatlon as
he- dld thelast one. i :
The Slm.-ﬁéln Presldent saic the loyalist parties have shown more
openneesfand imagination tha:. the mainstream unionist leaderships but 'k
he - urged’:vigdance -and calm in Illght of loyalist threats of a return to
: CEil 'mate kllllng of in: 1ecent catholics.

.pdl‘hted to ‘the suc ~ess of 1994 and expressed Sinn Fem s
wﬂhngness"to meet: any of the ether parties and the two governments .
‘;.rﬂnd: Wey/ou't )ﬁ thls crlsls Ly, o

Do < | y : ‘
The chaltenge of peace is still e and Sinn Féin is wholly commltted |
to pursumg that goal but the k: y‘to progress is held by John Major. . -
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o Sy Full Text oI Mr: Adams speech

"8 months ago the peace process collapsed The current situation ls in
deep crists. |

It would be nlce if we could slmply wish it all away if there was a'

magic: formula whlch meant no more war, no more. divisions, no more
fear, no. more threats, no rnore inequality, no more second class
citizens - no more conflict - but we all know that there is no magrc
formula. | i

.- "- l
The reallty is that conﬂlct can t be wished away. We have to work hard
- we have to reach out - we have to become partners with our
opponents - we have to m:ke friends with our enemies. And then
together - collectively - we 1ave to tackle and remove the causes of
conflict. In. short we need to reate the conditions for peace

Three and a half years ago in our first joint statement John Hume and I

stated that "everyone has = solemn duty to change the political .

climate away from conflict ‘and towards a process of national
reconciliation, which sees t'he peaceful accommodation of the
differences between the pe&ople of Britain and Ireland and the

Irish peop!e themselves”. ‘I

Together wlth Albert Reyno: ds and lnsh/Amerlca, we succeeded i in.
creating a peaceful environn 2nt for negotiations. We created a real

possibility for a lasting pea | built on accommodation and equality.
Even John Major acknowledge1ithat this was the best opportunity for.
peace ln seventy five years

Yet two: years later, wrth th: lransed expectations of August 94 still
unreal[sed ‘we face our greate ,q challenge yet. :
I g e
" This best opportumty for peace as Mr Major descnbed it, so
painstakingly put together byl Irilsh natlonalists, was systematically

dismantled’ by: the British govarnment. The peace process was siowly =

strangled ‘New obstacles were llaced in the way of progress. Delaying
tactics undermmed confidence in the process and deepened distrust.

Why? - . l

Because the British governmaarlit Iaoked the will to make peace. It
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brought to the new sxtuatlon Tha’t"'ls why Patrick Mayhew and John
Major put the demand for the I&A to surrender its weapons before Sinn
Fein would be able to repres. rlt our- electorate in talks. Because the
last thing these gentlemen v anted was real talks on the real issués:
with republicans challengin-, rhe British governments role in the
affairs' of the people of this sland and working with the other partles
to find & peaceful alternative. i

‘The British govemment knew tl\at the IRA was undefeated in August,'-.
1994, 1t" knew exactly and pre'clsely the basis for the IRA cessation. It
knew that the space created would have to be filled with a viable peace -
process. Instead of encouragxrg this the British government sought to
micro-manage the process and \l.o reduce the momentum for change so

that the dynamlc ‘could be con* rolled by London. : ‘

Mr Majorvand hls advlsers (o lculated that if the peace process was
stretched and stretched an.' stretched that the IRA would find it
impossible to go back to wai In other words that' the [RA would -be
defeated The British woul i then only have to make the minimal
changes necessary to underp 1!this ‘new’ situation. That was London's
mindset. Mr Major miscalculat »d. He stretched the process to breakmg:
pomt on a number of occasion-.. Eventually it snapped -

The result was the collapse cf|the peace process and an end to the
IRAs cessatjon after 18 montt 5 The subsequent creation of a 'some-
party talks process’ s [ittl: ' more than a tactical wrangle, serving
the agenda for further dela ; the agenda for avolding, rather than:

tackling, tl're substantxve lSSUr$|. y

Moreover, the civil nghts of Sian Feln voters and the electoral mandate
of this party Is ignored.” Our ote Is more than the sum total of the -
votes -of five- of the other ){n:les at the Stormont talks. Having -
declared that any party whic- secured a mandate on May 30th would M
have a direct and automatic r sute into all-party ‘talks, John Major again
changed tho rulos and shlfted goalposts and excluded this party.

Having successfully blocked any talks with Sinn Fein, London then
capitulated to Unionist violece and the threat of more violence ‘at
Garvaghy. Road. The summe- [saw loyalists kill Michael McGoldrick in
Lurgan and the.British Army kill Dermot McShane in Derry. IRA .
Voluntser. Diarmuid O 'Neill was killed in London and James Bradwell
was killed by the IRA at Lisburn! But perhaps the continuing tragedy of -

o dimsomadimmlrs Rimhlinhtad Wy +ha Aaath of 1?_
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ng cathollc boy who died in an accident as

a resuit of raised sectarian t’;nsions following Drumcree

So, where do we all vgo.from

Dialogt_.je. and negotiations 3 Jthe only way to resolve conflict. It was
dialogue, between Sinn Féin John Hume, the Ifish government and Irish
America which worked in Auquyst '94, to bring about a too brief respite.

That opportunrcy was not co nsolidated
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Recor\s;ructing this and ge:ting the British on board this time is our

‘most :.Urgent-task.

The fact is that we need : \Lable peace process which can achiéve a
negotlated settlement by tackling the substantive issues which are at
the root of this conflict. No\# simply to bring about'an IRA cessation,
though that is a central elsment, but a credible and effective peace
process which can make peace a reality. That Is Sinn Féin's
commitrnent lt is hardly an |excessive or unreasonable posltion

So what lS a vrable peace process?

It cieariy has to be inclusi: el Excluding people won't work. It hasn't
" worked. anywhere else in th3|world and It hasn't worked here since: this-
little Orange state was fc ir[ded.. That's why we need an inclusive

procm

Simliariy, precondltlons are obstacles to dialogue and progress They
. allow those who are afraid ¢f negotiations and of change, an excuse not
to get. involved. The harder tpe preconditions, the higher the hurdle, . the
less likely it is that negotiations will take place. That's why there
must. be no precond!tions p'a ed on any of the parties If there is to be
progress.
An important eiement of any process of negotlation must be a time-
frame.’"In - other conflict rasolution situations, as well as in disputes.
between trade unions and «mployers and between governments, a. time-
table or time-frame for discussion provides the dynamic and
momentum essential to iogus minds and produce agreement. The
expenence of stalling anc obstruction at Stormont since June 10
lllustrates the need: for 18 two’ governments to agree 2 reailstic |
timefr-arne for the conduct these negotiations. :
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And as we all know t e % e '
be bt 1# OW to our sost, a successful peace process will only
ulit It confidence and trust exist. This is a- matter for all th
parties to the negotiati b e s o e
g gotiations But especially for the British Government.
% _approgch to the 18-mor.th IRA cessation subverted confidence. Mr
ajor must show that he vill not treat a second IRA cessation and a
restored peace process in the same cavalier fashion as he did the last
one. ' P G '
Of course in 'br,lngin'g all of these disparate elements together as a
pa?kagg and making them work, It is crucial that no one has a veto
which ‘can block progress. A|proper process of negotiation cannot be
" held -hp's_taQe to th_e narrow aterests of any group. ' i, o

The Unionist leaderships z:¢ afraid of change. They have used the
preconditions introduced b the British as a means of preventing real -
= negotiations. In ways the ‘oyalist parties have shown more operiness
and imagination that the ainstream unionist leaderships. But: the
unionist ‘leaders stance c.r:r?not be divorced from the British one.
Neither Mr Trimble nor Mr Paisley will engage In meaningful
hegotiations until the British ?ovemment does. oy

As“fori;iﬁé"léya'ists.’.'they .ha\/el to be part of the 'solutioh also. Sinh.' Fein
'has consistently stressed that the loyalists have a right to be involved
in an Inclusive peace process. | But let none of us forget that the current

threats to break the loyalist cessation are in reality and to a very large

extent: threats of a returi: to the indiscriminate killing of innocent

catholics.. No republican wa'its to see that.

The natlonalist people of ar 2as like North Belfast know the savagery of
lojalist'-térrorism.So do Sin: Féin activists and our families. You know
how the ‘unionist establis- ment and British military intelligence has
used the loyalists. You al 3| know that the conditional basis of the
loyalist ‘cessation is not on~ which the [RA would ever have got away
with. In the two years since &:e loyalist cessation was announced you
know that it ‘has been broken on a number of occasions. | know that

some of you are therefore upderstandably irritated by the lauding of
loyalism by ‘the establishmert at this time. You shqu‘ld not be.

This :is; a time f:or us to be vigilant, to be calm and to be disciplined.
This Is a time for us to use our leadership abilities. To manage this

sttuation in' the context of our republican objectives.

o
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ivalv ancaliraned tha lavaliste to ceasefire
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an’.;liam g1ad that they di- | so, even on a. tactical basis. There. are
: clearfy some. elements within the loyalist camp which genuinely. wish
to-see 3. end to thls conflict nd they should be-encouraged.

The‘~"' and therr cheer |
intlmrdate Sinn Fein in the 2
party.- wﬂl not be shaken in
behalf of those we represent.
Reoent ‘days have also seen "he return to the calls for more secunty

and for the demomsatlon of iinn Fern

aders should also know that they could not
. They will not do.so in the future. Our
ur resolve to pursue our objectives on

It is. a fact that there are some politicians and ‘others who remain stuck

in the. old psychology - those who 3 years ago vilified John Hume,-
Albert’ Reynolds and myself, ;re again part of the very same chorus

which is:demanding a return tg the old ways - théy ' have learned little

and want censorship, marginaljsation and repression. Back to shoot-

to-kill;-back to torture and mass imprisonments, back to the past. .
Yestérd‘afy s failures - with yesterday's agenda and no vision: of

: tomorrow * e 3

Well, that's. not for this party d for those others who want somet'hing

better for our ohxldren

"n

If John Hume and I proved an ythlng it is that there is another way. lt"
doesn't have. to be the same old story - it is possible to change - the
scnpt and look to the future vith renewed hope and optimism.

The leaderehlp of Sinn Fem re: nains ready and wlllmg to meet with any" |
of the other parties - the Brit:sh government the Irish ‘government, the
Unionists:and the loyallsts - n| an effort to ﬁnd a way beyond thlsr

cntunl phase.
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If t-eanzadd_a personal.-note in the current storm of personalised
invective:ajmed- at me. | coasider it a great honour to serve the

republican ‘struggle. | came ir :
very fundamental way. | belie /
right to-be involved in Irish af
have: made a significant contrii u

politics to change society here in a

that the British government has no
and | belleve that Irish republicans

ion to the struggle for democracy on
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this island: 'We have come a lon way and it is my conviction that we

will travel the rést of the road and that we will reach that destination.

That journey. will involve us dealing with the type of people who are. f ;
wltfylng us: at this time. ot o8
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descending to name-calling nd abuse, whether at the British Tory
party _conference or from those who know better in Dublin. The
situation is much too seriols ffor that. o

Let<.'rz}g;:¢say .again, here today, that Sinn F&in is- wholly committ‘éd' to

pursuing with all vigour the goal of a lasting peace in Ireland. We' will

not be deflected from this tz?'k.

The objective reality of thi +noment in our history is that we are now
all faced with hard and diff -ult choices. Conflict can be ended by one
slde .defeating the other ¢ leonflicts can be resolved by negotiated
settlement. ' 8

' Despite ‘the oppoftunistic jemands of David Trimble, lan Paisle'y ,énd

others for this conflict to be treated as a security problem, it is
obvious that this is @ political problem requiring a political solution.

British: government was 2mong the first to call for direct dialogue
between the sraelis and the Palestinians. A move strongly supported
by the European Union and “he United States. ' REe

Twoweeks égo wheh the }iddlc East was convulsed in conﬂiét the

Clearly the international ccrqmulnity recognises that where there I8 o
attempt to bring about dial gue, you have a perpetuation of conflict. -

: Obvioﬁsjiy,. peace negotiat ons which can effectively tackle the causes
of conflict and which can -vprcome the failures of the past four years,
are best held'in a peaceful snvironment. T

There is a time to compets and a time to co-operate. This is a ’_tir:ﬁé? to
reach-out beyond the narrc ¥|mindsets and agree to co-operate.

'Sih;n.‘ Fém is prepared fé_go the_gxtra mile for peace.i Is John Majof?. -

. Two days after the IRA anrounced its "complete cessation™ in August
-'94:| pointed out that the onus was on John major to "recognise Sinn

Féin's democratic man ate” and to "respond speedily to
~ consdlidate the peace” None of that happened. -

But the challenge of peare s still there. It is there: for Mr Majdr.".';lt':"is

Al e ; Fav
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We have important things tc do and they do not include kneejerlcin'g_ii or
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IRA:“This struggle has b
establlshment medla are

cessation. | regret the break

~ to work with others to
peaceful environment.  But

British-are really interested.
Major = WIll- he treat anoth~r

one?. The key is'in his ‘hands.

o ey *124

"gpub'li&ns. It is there for Sinn Fein. For the Irish government. for the
en a challenging one for republicans. The
ventilating the demand for another [RA
rdown of the last cessation and | contmue
create the conditions for real talks:in .a
there has been no indication so far that the
So the question has to be asked of John

IRA cessation the way he treated the last

?me
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