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Notes for Information of Taoiseach

A: THE RICHARD DALLAS CONTROVERSY

Chrenalegical Summary

1. Having previously been deputy mayur, Richard Dallas became first UUP mayor of
Derry since 1980 on 3 June when, with SDLP backing and in line with the SDLP’s
power-sharing policy , e successfully defeated the Sinn Féin candidate by twenty
three votes to five.

20 OnIOJuly,du:ingthewkoftheDnnnueestandoff.MrDa]laswokputina
blockade of Craigavon Bridge. He subsequently described the blockade as a “protest
in favour of the right of the Orange Order to walk unhindered along a part of the
Queen’s highway” and “aguinst unjustifiable restrictions on civil rights”.

33 Most nationalists in Derry scem t0 have been outraged at Mr Dallas’s presence at the
blockade claiming that it severely compromised his position as mayor. On 17 July,

DmyCityComdlpauedavomofnooonﬁdenceinhimbytwmty votes to seven.
Adamantly refusing to contemplate resignation, Mr Dallas maintained that if
nationalists “carmot lolerate unionist mayors acting as unionists then it may have
serious ramificarions for the City Council in years to come”. Surprisingly, the Pat
Finucane Centre, a human rights body with close Sinn Féin connections, took a
sympathetic linc, arguing that Mayor Dallas inevitably had to reflect the views of his
own community,

4, ‘When Mr Dallas refused to resign in the face of the confidence vote, the SDLP moved
to remove from him all facilitics normally provided for the mayor. Ata confidential
meeting of the council on 31 July, a decision was taken o deprive him of representing
the city atcivicﬁmcﬂom,ofusingthaGnildhallandthemyor'sw,and denying
himaccmtosmmﬁllfncilities. Mr Dallas, repeating his determination to hold onto
the job, said that if it became necessary he would “set up office somewhere in the
mrstdc and be mayor-in-exile. a sort of guerilla mayor in the hills of the east

S On 9 August, solicitors acting for Mr Dallas lodged an application in the High Court
in Belfast secking a judicial review of the 31 July council decision. The application
claimed that the decision to strip him of his car and secretarial support was an abuse
of power, unreasonable and contrary to patural justice. Mr Dallas sought an imjunction
to restrain the council from imposing any sanctions on him and an order directing the
council to restore the withdrawn facilities. He also sought a declaration that the
decision was in breach of the Northern Ireland Constitution Act 1973 as it
discriminatec against him on the grounds of his religious belief or political opinion.

6. Leave was granted to Mr Dallas on 13 Angust to apply for a High Court judicial

Wofﬁewmﬂ'udwiﬁmmwmhewinghmdwmpmuﬁmme
coming weeks.
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The N1O has advised the Secretariat, Belfast that it is studying the legal implications
of Mr Dallas's move, but has as yet come to no conclusions. There are no precedents
for the decision by the Derry Council.

] : .

Born in 1969, Richard Dallas is the youngest ever mayor of Derry. He is a graduate of
Strathclyde and Queen’s University and was first elected an Ulster Unionist councillor
in 1993 while working for the Ulster Bank. Currently self employed as a maths tutor,
he may seek a full time teaching position after his term as mayor expires,

In an interview with the Be]fast Telegraph on 1 July, Mr Dallas referred
sympathetically to adaaipdmofhimasthcmodoratzvoiceofhardlineunionism
and admitted to having “no problem at all” with cross-border cooperation. Revealing
amomomatﬁmdeﬂ:mmostuninnimmthnpowﬁmyofmmswsmnFﬁn,hc
said that “if there was a credible ceasefire - something that could be measured - and
acceptance of the Mitchell principles, with a timetable and a clear statement that they

no longer support violence for political gain, ] would engage them. I would love to
talk to them - and rip them to shreds™.

Mr Dallas supported John Taylor for the leadership of the UUP, has met the
Taoiseach on sevenloeeasionsandlastyearanmdedtheFiaaniiletheis ina
personal capacity. The Belfast Telegraph reported on 20 August of the likelihood that

Mir Dallas will be chosen as the agreed unionist candidate for the Foyle constituency
at the next Westminister election.

Related Episodes

On 12 August, the nationalist-controlled Magherafelt Council voted to prohibit its
UUP deputy chairman, Bertie Montgomery, from engaging in representational duties
on its behalf. mdcdsinnmseoutofM:Moutgomuy’spmmatamadbbckn
Tobermore during the Drumcree crisis - although he claimed that he was seeking to
calm the situation.

A Sinn Féin attempt to apply sanctions to [saac Hanna, the UUP chairman of the
nationalist-controlled Newry and Mourne Council, was defeated.

David McNaxry, a UUP Councillor on the unionist-controlled Ards Council, proposed
that the council suspend relations with the neighbouring Down and Newry & Mourne
wsfmaduwmthpuiodinpmmntheDdlnaﬁainmiswudefemd 12-
Sml9Angmt.ﬁollowlnguplitwithmtheUUonﬁe(possibledamagetoaco—
opmﬁvctoudamvanunwuciud).

B: BOYCOTT

1.

Shumennmrduteddismbmﬂuehlwbecninmadngmedinmpomof
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nationalists boycotting Protestant shops and other businesses. The baycott has been
concentrated mainly in towns and villages west of the Bann, in particular close to the
border, and would appear to be aimed at those owners who are members of the
Orange Order and/or were involved in manning roadblocks during the disturbances.

Unionists have claimed that those with no involvement in the Drumcree disturbances
have also been targeted. '

Media reports give little indication of the extent of the boycott or the degree (if any)
of orchestration involved. The Secretariat, Belfast has been advised that British
Ministers have today (27 August) requested the Central Community Relations Unit of
the NIO to prepare an analysis of the extent and effects of the boycott. To date all
available information is anccdotal. A pro-union business umbrella organisation,
Business People for the Union, has begun campiling a dossicr of the boyoott's effect.
The group’s chairman, Mr Alan Field, maintained that some retailers will be forced
out of business and warned that “ommunitles have been split apart as never before”.
Unionists havo claimed that Sinn Féin are playing a leading role in orchestrating the
boycott on the ground. Cedric Wilson, a member of the business group and Robert
McCam‘cy’sUKUP,aomcdSimFéinofmingadeepmarianﬁﬁin small
communities and maintained that it was “another republican strategy aimed at

intimidating Protestants out of border areas and creating completely nationalist
border towns’.

While refusing to condemn the boycott, Sinn Féin have denied involvement in its
orchestration. Jim Gibney described it as “peacefully charmelled anger” at events
surrounding Drumcree. He added that it was “simply local people refusing to shop
with people who marmed loyalist barricades”. The SDLP have strongly condemned
the boycott. Economic spokesperson Sean Farren described it as immoral and said that
it “only serves to deepen suspicions and damage commumnity relations”.

Threats by uvionist businessmen to counter-boycott southern companies have been
reported in recent days.

C: HUGH LEWSLEY

On 13 August a brick was thrown through the window of the home of Lisburn SDLP
Councillor Bugh Lewsley in Twinbrook, West Belfast. There were no injuries. The
attack followedthehoadmmneveningof a Channel 4 documentary on punishment
buﬁngs.whichincludednepetiﬁonbyMrLew:l!yofhisstronganddirectcﬂﬁcim
oﬁepublicminvolvminsuchmncks. Mr Lewsley had been the victim of two
pwviwspummunmcks,mostmemlyinlws. He was severely beaten in the
lanter incident.

Mrmsley‘mmbuq\mﬂy npomduuyinsﬂntunlcssthe SDLP leadership
omedhlmmirﬁlllhckingbwouldtesign&omthepmy. He argued that the
attacks op him had continued despiwthepmyluder‘s close relationship with the
Sinn Féin leader.
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3 Mr Hume’s assistant, Mark Durkan, and Joe Hendron MP both spoke out publicly in
suppo:toerLewslcy,andthmwaswnmbetweenhimmerHum:’sofﬂce.
MrLewsleymhsequcntlypronounoedhﬁmsdfsaﬁsﬁedwmhth:bacldnghehnd
meived,butsaidhcwouldbepmvidinghisMrmmewithalistofmofthm
involved in attacks on him.

4. While party colleagues admire Mr Lewsley’s courage, his personal relations with
them, both locally and more generally, have been volatile.

Anglo-Irish Division
of Foreign Affairs
27 August 1996
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