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Annnal Wolfe Tone Commemoration, Bodenstown
23 Jone 1996
Text of Speech by Sinn Féin's Director of Publicity, Rita O'Hare

Acchairde agus a chomrédaithe
Fellow republicans

As we gather at the graveside of Theobald Wolfe Toae let us remind ourselves of the words
yhchbmywhdmbﬁmfumms. In his antobiographical notes he sums up the
ideas on which he his lifc’s work and for which he was eveatually to give bis life:

"To subvest the tyranny of our execrable government, to break the connection with England,
the never-failing source of all our political evils, and to assert the independence of my coantry -
these were wy objects. -

'Toimikthcw!nlcpeopleoflrelmd.mzbolishthemmayof:llpstdi’ﬁﬁions,aﬁ-b
substitute the common name of [rishman in place of the denominatious of Protestaat. Catholic
and Dissenter - these were my means."

These wards have been repeated by republican speakers many times in this graveyard. The
challenge to us is to apply them as they are relevant to our own time. Too often in the past the
suaightforward principles of Tone have been misrepreseated. Emphasis has been placed solely
on-the geed for separation from England but the need (o unite ths Insh peopic and to cad
sectarian division has been neglected. Or clse pleas for reconciliation have been made while
forgerting the ultmate source of division of ous people and our island and the necessity to
compiete the unfinished business of Irish independence.

So in these times of danger and doubt, which are also times of opportunity and bope, lct us say
loudly and clearly that we are Irish republicans. We are out to break the connection with
England as Tone was. Like Tone we seek to unite the people of Ireland. Aund with Wolfe
Tone we assext the independence of our comtry.

What we do mean when we echo Tone's words and say that we wish to break the connection
with England? We do not mean that we want to cut ourselves off from our nearest neighbours,
w0 isolate the peoples of these islands from one snother. It was well put by Wolfe Tone's
paity, the Society of United Irishmen in an address to the English Society of Friends of the
People m October 1791:

*As to the union between the two islands, belisve us when we assert our unioa rests upon our :
mutoal independence. We shall love cach other if we be left to ourselves. Itis the union of
wwﬁdmmwﬁdhmw.'

For 200 years democrats in these islands bave tried to establish a new relationship between oar
peoples on munial independence. In that time the denial of i to the Irish
people has been the single biggest cause of conflict in these islands. at the start of this
century the Irish people scemed about to achieve the dream of Wolfe Tope, 2 united Liish
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repablic, the British government rekindled the old fires of division and sectanianism Which
Tone and his comrades had almost quenched in their day. A political arrangement based on the
mnfm' dlvmonofﬂmlandoflrelandandtbepeopleofbdmdmimposndnponnsby

4 Let there be no doubt that the very reason for the existence of our party is o set aside that failed
‘* x wmmgbm:.itﬁmamwzmdmmwmwmh
: _people ourselves. umty and independence of Ircland as a sovereign state remains the
];! first aim of Lrish republicans. e

" That new Ireland which we seck cannot be built without those sections of the Lrish people who
today embrace the political creeds of unionism apd loyalism.  We do not underestimate the
dvsgouswhxchexxsummgowwople;meymdeepmnucbmm'nforwdbydeadsof
aontlict. 5

We republicans acknowledge the burt for which we have been respaasible. It is noteworthy
that while loyalists similarly have acknowiedged the burt that they have caused in the conflict,
the leaderships of the main unionist parties bave yet (o acknowledge the igjustices for which
institutionalised uniomism was responsible over S0 years in the Stormont state. Nar has the
British government ever acknowlcdged the damage they have done to Ircland or admytted their
direct-iesponsbility for the many many cases of collusion and killing

Whesn we seek in the words of Wolfe Tone w "substitute the common pame of Lrishman in
place of the deaominations of Protestant Catholic and Dissenter” we do not seek to impose an
identity upon any section of our people. We reject the uc caricature of the conflict
which-presents it in terms of Gaelic Cathalic Natiopalist versus Protestant British. That
such is the perceived nanue of the conflict reflects not some inberent inability of our people ©
live wgether in peace but is the continuing legacy of the age old policy of divide and conquer.

We recognise that there are many unionist and loyalists who do pot regard themselves as Lish.
For unionists there is au identity crisis which bas deepcned in receut years. But we republicans
belicve that it is oaly ip reclaiming their Irishness can they begin 10 come out of that cnsis.
Again we say that we do not wish to impose an idepti 'tymmymehKWemkawqong{l:‘:
asserting that the radical tradition of the United Ishmen winch sough to briag togethers Iri
MedeMhamgdde(ahmehtmmﬁnka«yw
7 abandoa the unionist commumity whenever it soes fit -
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And Eagland still holds the key. There will be lasting peace when the British governmest

— ance and for all that it 18 time to transfarm 115 relationship with the [rish people, tat
the relatiouship must be based on mutal mdependence, not divisioa and domination. Thereby
bangs the success or failure of an Lrish peace process.

I'do ot need o rebearse bere the story of the past 22 months. The world knows that for 18
wmonths the [RA maintained an cessation of military operations. The word
kinwsawndmthzoppuumity_tqbcﬁndnmnsfomnmdwo-mshxdgmmw

Mwwmw//ﬁ
/’V—I’:—') lhonld t sight of the gains made those months through the many positive and
/ w?&%mwwm&hzﬂymmwm“

J

{ MW.MMM&WM&MV&MM&*M@N«M ‘

anity and independence was not an impossible dream.

be *build 2 wall around it and m'fmddmp!mﬂmm
T;n'hgm@&ﬁm;mqunmamMmpu_ﬂm_
mawud.m.wmmmmgumm Chelchvpralg,
invaluable exercise. We in Sinn Féin leamnt a great from the other partcipants and they, .
know, leamt from us.
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Ai;d_é;f_fwﬁimqumumdMary Hamey [ would remind them while they are lectaring
i u@.dmmMMMdmwrammeammaw

Itdwmumwmmmm-mwummmn
began - ammeanfcmblewitbuinnﬁmwhac&‘m is excloded.

Wemmﬁpmmkmm&s esented by the current sinzation to the Irish
mtmdtpw&mnphmngd(hrdp:@ymumAdmComtym
mmﬂywmgmmwdmmdrmmuhmtbadmwhowudaﬂhm
Wdldsotoﬁedeuimmo(&cmpubﬁmm

Followmg ﬂivu_:d:nddemﬂmzhwhuwddwmmudamhuof
bmhaminGudzmmdy.lnﬁmdhighly&argedemoﬁmtb«emﬂd be a
Temptation t excuse attempts to secure cogvictions extractigg confessions by force. As
i_nt;r‘.-‘pastmshaspmvedadugumxspmticewhic bas led to serioas miscarraiges of

jm
N ~l - =
: ;evenu,uwcamimﬁblcutheyim,shoddnothrBrmmwaIkawaym
\ memmmy-m
-Bixﬁ.ﬁé&ﬂ:hndmshgovanmhvethemﬁﬁtymmm‘ the rights of Sinn
F&nvdna;wbempresumdunegoﬁaﬁmAndWeinSimF&nhﬂethemﬁmyb
wwmwmmmwrﬂmnammdmm
JamsCMJymofWolfeTm

“We who hold his principies . . . believe that movemen! which would successfally

with the problem of national freedom must draw its inspi 'mmﬁmﬂnmonm
mdxdsofabutiedptst,b\ufmtbeglowinghopadme iving present, the vast possibilities
of the mighty futare.” :

 The bopes: ct_dpmmpoputammsﬂlmmwommmymmmmm
sﬁcﬁprﬁzmrﬂmﬂeweﬂmbmmmmm.

Angﬁexmhedoahdnmmuuuumrumemuutuamamnmdm
socrety. )

X3 We seek coustitutional change which places in the hands of the Lrish
i 'mmm'nmwdaemimwmrmm,tmrmn
; interference.

. Zéﬁmam.mw’:dgmmm
. of every religious balief and none, leading to unity common name
% . of Irishmen and Irishwomen.

gl ko SRR L LB for the rights of all in place of
© 7 discrimination, - mty. rq;tmm

" - We seek employmeat in place of unemployment, prosperity at bome in
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v, . We sock a society which measures economic well being not i
: ot in terms of
interest rates or corporate profits but wn terms of the proper education of
our chuldren, the provision of a free and comprehensive heaith service for
alL;obsapdfaahnumommumﬁaforowywngmmldom
ﬁmdnsqmmddmgmmmeuimeithings.mdamdd
age for senior citizens.

We seek a place for Ireland in the worid which accords with our history
&m—gﬂoﬁdm:fmﬁpwﬁqmammdﬁwmwly.
supporting the vast majority of the world’s citizens against the bandful of
states and giant multinational corporations which it them.

. 'We seek the development of our pataral resources and the fostering of
industry with respect for the environment.

Thos is the vision which unites us as republicans. And we are going forward in unity to a
peaceful and democratic future. We are United Irishwomen apd [rishmen. We are i
It is as republicans that we formed our strategy for peace, as republicans we en with
others, as republicans we fought the 30 May elections, as republicans that we go into
oegotiaions and it is as repubticans we will come out of them. :

1 will quote again from Coanolly:

“We are wld to imitate Wolfe Tone, but the greatcss of Wolfe Tone lay in the fact that be
umitated nobody.”

Tone was an innovator and a risk-taker. Republicans of today have shown our akility w take
sisks also. Our peace strategy bas been fraught with risk but we have persisted with it and
must continue W take risks for peace.

EvuyGuinvoIvedinth:mchpraumdstohcqmﬂ persistent. We mast not flinch in

umes of danger. We must Our peace stralc the highs and lows because the
poize of. , justice and ismgnﬂem’m Our strategy is {irmly based on
our can apalysis of where we are and we got bere.

1 am‘ébnﬁdmtmz(wewiﬂhingthcmmngemdmminnmuodisswofﬁ
m;gbdntbnwminedmmrwghommelm?ﬁyms.Wehndnmw :
and the commitment o find agreement. We bave leamed from the past, we are fully conscious

of the realities of the and are looking with coofidence to the future. We are confident in
our republican ysis, the coucept of a new Ireland which we will bring to peace
e

Befiore | conclude I wish to scud a special word of solidarity o Irish republican prisoners
wh:e'vudaeyminamawdandwtheirfamm&lmtmsaym-mu!mum
Mmmwmdﬁmdﬁpﬂmwmm -

S p this our ident Gerry Adams and [ together with other Sizn
2&’?*“ i %%Cmswaemmwwﬂhmmd“

wordd. We stood at the graveside of Joe Slovo in Soweto, South Africa
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colonial mindset not a democratic oge.

with

" Theyate till operating with an impeial /

The breskdown of the IRA ceascfire, the bombs of Canary Wharf and the receat bomb
Manchester are tragic evidence of this collective failure. Buthelukofmudngmepn:
meummmﬁummuu ; :

v mmmmmmlmuﬂmtml
commog view on the way forward,

> gagement of the Irish of Albert
S the prospect of a peace settlement drew much closer. The P e

3 The pesoe inititiative by our party president Gerry Adams and the leader of the SDLP Jolm

§ 11@:;:ins;i::nlunmi:n-uszlmeﬁ::iiﬁud*udun:ueeu

Réynolds the o= C peace process moved o the

1 woﬂ_hclmhpdlnalammmcfﬂcdpdicyduolaﬁonmdudmd&mﬁn

i wq;fngnydsuadimmLRA'lmﬁmdAwlmmvedhmmm;

-‘mwmmmmmnmm inumdpnumcmphu.d

i‘ mﬁaradnﬁmanewua@aeraipmmLWomkag
govemment dodged and wea' winced in spotlight of international opinion.

1 mwmmmwdmmmuwummmwu
spodight on them. :

m-whmmmyhnwmm’ﬁs.meymym
succeeded in substituting for a time the hope of A 1994 with the disillusioament of
Jamary 1996, they may bave temporarily divided the farces of natiogalist Irelaod, but for the-
British govermment or for anyone else there can be 20 turning back.

Thete can be 1o retura o the failed agenda of exclusion. No return 1o censorship and isolation
of Sinp Fén. No retumn 10 the politics of the last atrocity. No retara to Stormont. No retom o

hap&iu:wdmwmuad!pnmbhdpthsdﬁshmmtmm
; e oolits

mi F&#'s mandate is based upon our rejection of the injustices of a partitionist state in the Six
sc:ﬁ:k;dvo;ydaw”mudmmdawwfaaﬂ
the Irish people, and for 2 pow relationship with the people of our neighbourg island.

That icpublican mandate was strengtheed coasiderably in the 30 May election. [ want ©
i Sl sy M:thm-hz
electoral lexms. We must gow carry oo that success into minst hact
eaﬂdheéﬂdnuyﬁundhobthdqdlnﬂhd@umlhxm
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drive 1 demo .mylibumudﬁ‘bhkuw and they would pever
saocood. But succeeded. W insmration mpe indeed
e ke i B

In Ireland as m South Africa the tide of history is with the forces for cha Only we can
ensure thar political change is progressive and irreversible and leads to a new allour
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