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Annual Wolfe Tone Commemoration, Bodenstown
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Text of Speech by Sinn Féin's Director of Publicity, Rita O'Hare

Achainde agus a chomyddaithe
Fellow republicans

As we gather at the graveside of Theobald Wolfe Tone let us remind ourselves of the words
which have inspired blicans for 200 years. In his autobiographical notes he sums up the
ideas on which he his life's work and for which he was eveatually to give bis life:

"To subvest the tyranny of our cxecrable government, (o break the connection with England,
the never-failing source of all our political evils, and to assert the independence of my coantry -
these were my objects.

“To tuiite the whole people of Ireland, to abolish the memory of all past dissensions, aad o
mbﬁunﬂhqmonmmeo[[ﬁshmnmplmdthcdmmimﬁmsofnmm
and Dissenter - these were my means."

These wards have been repeated by repubtican speakers many times in this graveyard. The

e to us is o ly%u&yﬁmemﬁmde&mMpﬂh
suai panci one have misrepresen! Emphasis has placed solely
on-the need for separation from England but the need (o unite ths Insh peopic and to cad
sectarian division has been neglected. Or clse pleas for reconciliation have been made while
forgemming the ultimate source of division of ous people and our island and the necessity to
complete the unfinished business of Lrish independence.

So in these times of danger and doubt, which are also times of opportunity and bope, let us say
loudly and clearty that We are Irish republicans. We are out to break the connection with
England as Tooe was. Like Tone we seek to unjte the people of Ireland. Aond with Wolfe
k Tone we assert the independence of our country.

What we do mean when we echo Tone's words and say that we wish to break the connection
with England? We do not mean that we want o cut ourselves off from our nearest neighbours,
w0 isolate the peoples of these islands from one another. It was well put by Wolfe Tone's
panty, the Society of United Irishmen in an address to the English Society of Friends of the.
Peopie tn October 1791:

*As tothe union between the two islands, belisve us when we assert our umion rests upon our
mutoal independence. We shall love cach other if we be left to ourselves. Itis the union of
mind which ought to bind these nations together."

For 200 years democrats in these islands bave tried to establish a naw relationship between oar
peoples on mun:al independence. I that time the denial of to the Inish
people has beeq the single biggest cause of coaflict in these islands. at the start of this
ceatury the Irish people scemed about to achieve the dream of Wolfe Tope, 2 united Lrish
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f;pﬂb}::dm Bntsh gomlmhndledlhcold fires of division and sectananism which
cuea comrades ost quenched in their day. A political arrangement based on the
scctanan division of the land of lq f

e rdandandtbepoopleofudandmimposcduponnsby
ladu;bcmdoubnha;mevcryrwonfmtbeummofmpmy:smsaasdemrﬂnd
pattiionist arrangement and

Mmlrdmdwhb@yeukambehﬂtwimmseCﬁmdmcmmm
today embrace the political creeds of unionism and loyalism. We do not tnderestmate the
dmwhchenstmmgowpeoplc;meynmdeepmuvcbaenrdnforwd by decades of
conflict -

We repablicans acknowledge the hurt for which we have been
that while loyalists similarly have acknowledged the burt that
the leaderships

respoasible. It is noteworthy
ips of the main wmionist

they have caused in the conflict,

parties have yet to acknowledge the injustices for which
mstitutionalised uniomsm was responsible over 50 years in the Stormont state. Nor has the
British government cver acknowledged the damage they have done to Ircland or admyned their
direct responsbility for the many many cases of collusion and killing.

When we seek in the words of Wolfe Tone to *substitute the common name of Lrishman in
ﬁmdmmmdmmmmmmhmmmMm
identity upon any section of our people. We reject the ue caricature of the conflict
which presents it in terms of Gaelic Cathalic Nationalist versus Protestagt British. That
mammmdmmmammwmmwmmmdwmw
Live together in peace but is the continuing legacy of the age old policy of divide and conquer.

Wewmmmmmymmmtowﬁmwmdommwmam
For vnionists there is an identity crisis which bas deepened in recent years. Bw we republicans
hdkvuhxhisonlyinrdaiminglheir[ﬂ:hamanmeybegmwmmdmm
Agu’nwsnydnwedonmwidxwimmani&nﬁtyonmymehuwemnmw for
m~mmmwuﬂﬁmofmeummmmm¢mwmmm ish
peopic ess of cyeed is a surer guide {or the future than the tenuous link o Tory England
which will abandoa the umonist commumity whenever it sces fit

And Eangland still holds the key. There will be lasting pcace when the British povernment
recogises ance and for all that it 1s time to transform 15 relationship with the [rish people, that
the relationsliip must be based on mutnal mdependence, not division and domination. Thereby
bangs the success or failure of an Lrish peace process.

1'dohumdmmmmmrydm 22 months. The worid kmows that for 18

months the [RA maintained an cessation of military operations. The wadd
knows as well that the

opportunity to begin the transformation of Anglo-Irish relatiogs. thus
presented was squandered by the British governmeat.

cogstructive due 10 the among was
MWMWMMWMWW%VdMMhmMM' for lush
anity and independence was not an impossible dream.

The "build a wall around it and forget it* school of
MMMMMQMmMImdempIm_Md{
mamdmﬂmiaﬂmhﬁumw It was a vital and
invaludble exercise. We in Sinn Féin learnt a great deal from the other participants and they, [
know, leamt from as.
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116377vomumthe8thmndnsmdasedour s
g?ocsuzegz.mmeenn&gom?mhnu o se the olonrv:iso:
) cans, no less di fe
o u%:rB disgraceful Oranﬂh:.Wehadangmtoexpect

Fecogmise the resait of the ballot box. Camot preach about democracy while refusing to

Ai;d[a;’iwﬁim de Rossa and Mary Harney [ would remind them while are lectoring
us about democracy mnmmldshdﬁmmmdf«mnpany&anfaﬁ%cwﬁapm

Itdmmnmtheoemludmmdo&m-whowmempmmh
- umemfamblevdthuiunﬁonwbae&mﬁ!nismm

difficulties presented by the current sinztion to the Irish
mxmﬂterBmTheh]hngdGmdaGaryhkCabemAdmComtthaid:
wsmllywmgmmaidind;drm:mu !

mmgﬁg-wcmmxmmvem“w

been beaten in Garda custody. In bmes of highly charged ewmotions there could be be 2
t 0 IO eXCUSe atlempls tO secure cogvictions extractiug confessions by force. As
x_n‘tp'e‘pastmishasprovedadanguouspmﬁwwhic bas led o
justice,

ent events, uagicandtaﬁbleutheyue,shmldnotmkewamkaawayand
m&:begndgusmdthemyam

Mﬁiﬁmhudhiﬂ;sovmhvemwﬁﬁ
Fém voters 10 be represented at negotiations. And We in S
represcat owr voters who have demanded their place ata

\ James Conmolly wrote of Wolfc Tone:

‘Wewhowdhspnaples iplcs . . . believe that movemen! which would successfully grapple
with the problem of national freedom must wiuiwrmmmﬁmﬂnmonldum‘
V|

records of a baried past, but from the glowing hopes of the li ing present, the vast possibilities
of the mighty future.”

ty to recogmise the rights of Sinn
inn Féin have the respousibility to
ncgotisted peace settiement.

“The:bopesof the Irish people for peace are stll glowing. All who are actively involved in the
sﬁchprhwmmweﬂmbmmmmm.

And'the future does hold vast possibilities. The future we seek is for a transformation of Irish
society.

. We seek coustitutional change which places in the hands of the Irish
i . the sovereign power to determine our own futare, free from
interference.

2 * d%mwum.umnmqmmmm
_ of Irishmen and Irishwomen.

e g and respect for the rights of all in place of
SR e s i . and second-class Quzenship.

° . We seek employmeat in place of memployment, prosperity at home in
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Place of cmigration.

Weseckasoaotywhichmwonom:weu ing not in

A being terms of
interest rates or corporate profits but in terms of the proper educanion of
our chaldren, the provision of a free and ive bealth service for
all, jobs and facilities in cur commumties for our young peopie, freedom
frummemgc_ofdmgabmemdmeuimeithing,mdamdd
age for seaior citizens.

Weseekaplacafo:lnlandinthewwidwhichmﬁrhmmsmq
dm-qdomds&ugglgafmﬁppdiqbwwpusmmw.
supporting the vast majority of the world’s citizens against the bandful of
states and giant multigational corporations which it them.

. Wemktbdwdmmtofwmﬂmmmermu of
industry with respect for the environment.

Thos is the vision which ugites us as republicans. And we are going forward in unity to a
MMM!MWemUﬁMIﬁﬂmlechmmL
It is as republicans that we formed our strategy for peace, as republicans we en with
oxhur:.asrepuu}mnswefongmthawmydecaons.swmmwweminb
oegotiations and it is s repubticans we will come out of them.

1 will quote again from Connolly.

“We are wld to imitate Wolfe Tone, but the greatucss of Wolfe Tone lay in the fact that
umitated nobody.” e =

t@ﬁmmmvwm;mk-m Republicans of today have shown our ability w take
risks also. Our peace strategy bas been fraught with risk but we have persisted with it and we
must continue 1 take risks for peace. bl :

Evetyone involved in the search {or peace needs to be equally persistent. We must not flinch in
umes of danger. We must Our peace stratc the highs and lows because the
poize of . . Justice and is too to0 be missed. Our strategy is firmly based on
our can apalysis of where we are and we got here.

| amconfident that we will bring the same courage and commitment to this stage of ous
struggle that has sustained us throughout the last 25 years. We have the courage 10 pegotiate
and the commitmeat o find agreement. We have leamed from the past, we are fully conscious
; oﬁhcxﬂiliesd::rmmdml ing with coofidence to the future. We are confident in
u our republican ysis, the coucept of a new Ireland which we will bring to pcace
\ negotanons. )

Before I conclude | wish to send a special word of solidarity to Irish republican prisoners
wherever they are incarcerated and to their families. [ want 0 say this - there can be no
setilement that docs not include the release of all political prisoners.

A year ago o this very day our party president Gerry Adams and [ together with other Sinn
F&nregmmaandmcuadusminmhu veyard on the other side of the
world We stood at the graveside of Joe Slovo in Soweto, Aftica :

There too the to democracy and justice was long and hard. There were obtacles put in the
nydmmfwnmm_Afdmmdmmlumem
unrealisable demand for decommissioning, refusal to release prisogers, refusal of some

of the old regime to come to talks. There were breakdowns of the whole process but
with persistence and determination the people of South Africa refused to be deflected from the
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- Thefailare of the British govermment o move on anything that coald have enhanced tbcpane
Process, such as the aeatment of pri » demonstrates a fear of peace and 2 preoccupation
mmmﬁmmmdmmdefanngandhmMnguMGnM- '

* They-are il operating with an imperial / colonial mindset pot a democratic oge.
As we; these times of grave political difficulty for all sides we must not lose sight
oﬁh_ewaswdwwksandmonmwhichmmnﬂ-dmybymm. That's how we
got where we are today. Distrust of the British ent has been reinforced and the task of
peacemaking has been made much more difficult

The breakdown of the IRA ceasefire, the ing of Capary Wharf and the receat bomb in
Manchester are tragic evidence of this collective failure. But the task of resicring the peace
 process remains to be done and republicans will not shirk that task.

é

A .

; When-F Iast had the honour to speak here at Bodenstown in 1987 we were on the tyeshold of a

¥ oew phase of our e. There were difficult years to follow but we developed our peace

-_1 strategy at that time. We recogniscd theg as we recognise now that there has 1o be 2 negotiated

; peace settiement involving the Lrish and British governments and all the parties. We knew then
as we know now that nationalist [reland bas W move towards that peace settlcment with a

3 commog view on the way forward.

b

3

q

The peace inititiative by our president Gerry Adams and the leader of the SDLP Jotm
Hume mspired nationalist Ircfand and with the engagement of the Irish government of Albert
Réynd&hemd:mmﬂemmdmwuuchdmmmmwbb
top of the Irish political agenda and the failed policy of isolation and exclusion of Sinn Féin
was fimally discredited. The IRA s cessation of August 1994 moved the peace process onto a
new plape.

: mwwmmedwfmitmmwmaummcmﬂm&

' aaaient ol mad gl 11 piscel (& (s otiee ol e RS

and wea' winced in 1 interyational opinion. But

, mwmmmemdmmbmuUﬁmsmmmmw&
‘ spodight on them.

The Buitish government may bave squandcred countless opportunities, they may bave
succeeded in substitoting for a time the hope of A 1994 with the disillusioament of
Jamraary 1996, they may bave temporarily divided the farces of natioaalist Irelapd, but for the-
Brtish govermment or for anyone eise there can be 80 tarning back.

Méﬁummbhfﬂmauﬂdmm No retumn 10 censorship and isolation
of Sinp Fén. No retum 0 the politics of the last atrocity. No return to Stormont. No retum

h‘aﬂuiuzndmhar&usdaysnwntbhdptbaﬁishmmunmm

Stk F@#s manduts i based upon our rejection of the ixjastioss of a partiionist sate in the Six
Counties, cur advocacy of a negotiated peace setticment and our vision of 2 new [reland for all
MMMMfwaWMMMMJWGMﬁM

That republican mandate was strengtheoed coasiderably in the 30 May election. [ want ©
congratuléte our candidates, workers, and most of all our staunch supportars and our
..voters for the success of Sian inmndmmhsmrmmwu
MmWewmmymmnmimhmwmdMM
could be called at any time snd into both local and Leinster House elections in the 26 Counties:

2 vwtiis
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mmw.mmummmumum and they would never
mmmmmmmm«wmﬁ?muaawuy

In Ireland a8 tm South Africa the tide of history is with the forces for change. Only we can
ensure thar political change is progressive and irreversible and lcads to a new oralloar
';' Lot f.‘v :
i,'f‘,?';( - bV




