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NOTE FOR THE RECORD -
TALKS: 8 OCTOBER 1996: SUMMARY

A full record of today’s talks is in preparation. This note records

the main developments of the day.

2. At the plenary session which began at noon, following approval
of the records of the previous week’s plenary meetings, the
Chairman, Prime Minister Holkeri, invited statements on yesterday's
terrorist bombs at HONI. All the parties condemned the explosions
and recorded their sympathy to the victims. Opening, the Secretary
of State asserted the British Covernment’s view that the bomb attack
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underlined the importance of the process in which all were currently
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engaged. The talks process represented the only way of making

progress to allay the bitterness in the community.

gy This view was supported by all the other participants, with the
exception of the UKUP whose leader, Robert McCartney, backed up by
party colleague Cedric Wilson, launched into a tirade of abuse aimed
principally at the two Governments, but which also included the
SDLP. Both Governments were following a policy "calculated to
deceive". The peace process was dead, and had been for some time.
Tt existed only as "a figment of the imagination of cynical
Government minds". The all party negotiations were an ’entire
fraud’. McCartney repeated his long playing accusation that the two
Governments were following an agenda of seeking a deal with
terrorists. Sinn Fein, however, could not enter the talks without
the declaration of a 'permanent’ ceasefire, a credible portion of
weapons had been handed up, and legislation to deal with the
practicalities of decommission had been put in place. (Even the
DUP, while claiming that Sinn Fein could not be sanitized over time
and that there was no room for them in the process, encouraged

further dialogue in the talks.)

4. Following a masterful, stalwart defence of the Government'’s
position by the Secretary of State, who earned the plaudits of the
vast majority of the parties present, the Chairman called an

adjournment until "not later than 1200 hours on Monday" to allow for

further bilaterals to take place in the hope of agreeing an agenda
for the remainder of the opening plenary.
55 During the afternoon Irish and British officials met to review

progres
how the decommissioning stumbling bloc

s in the talks in the light of yesterday'’s bomb attacks and
k might be resolved. A

constructive discussion.

The day ended with a bilateral with the UUP, led by Empey, who

6.
reported on a 5-hour bilateral that afterncon with the SDLP. A
constructive pusiness-like meeting which had focused on the agenda

for the remainder of the opening plenary. Agreement on the

decommissioning item had not been reached but encouragingly the two

parties would meet again the next morning. The UUP would contact

the British delegation to report on progress around lunchtime



tomorrow. The bilateral with the Secretary of State ended with an

inconclusive discussion about the criteria to be applied in deciding

, if Sinn Fein were able in the future to enter the talks.

Signed:

J McKERVILL

Talks Secretariat
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