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Indications from the UUP at the end of last

week were that the joint proposal on decommissioning (the

"conclusions"

receipt mid morning of the UUP’s paper on decommissioning,

paper) was not acceptable.

published at a press conference at 2 pm.

The 3 main aspects to their position reported in the paper,

presented in uncompromising language are:
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- They return to the concept of actual decommissioning in advance

of participation in negotiations;

- the paper introduces further conditions following a ceasefire

before Sinn Fein can join the Talks; and

= it enhances the Verification Commission at the expense of a

committee of the plenary.

Following their press conference, the UUP were reported in news
bulletins as accusing the Government of wishing to "bury

decommissioning".

A morning meeting with the Irish side, led by Mrs Owen, produced the
inevitable gloom and hostility towards the UUP. Both Governments
agreed that (a) the only realistic way forward now was a plenary
address on the issue of decommissioning, and (b) that it was better
if a long view was taken, allowing for all participants to reflect
on the consequences of not finding a way around the impasse. The
conservative party conference next week provided a useful respite,
and the plenary address to decommissioning would therefore be

scheduled for the week beginning 14 October.

At a bilateral with the UUP in the afternoon with Messrs Trimble,
Taylor, Maginnis and Empey, the Secretary of State expressed his
disappointment at the UUP’s rejection of the joint proposal, stating
again that the joint proposal was the two Governments’ "last and
best shot". The UUP were anxious to provide their reason, largely
an inability to contemplate being in a committee with no means of
securing an outcome, because the rule of sufficient consensus meant
they could be outvoted by the Irish Government, the SDLP and Sinn
Fein, if they were involved. Indications also were that they had
come under considerable pressure both from within their party and
from outside, notably from McCartney. Surprisingly however they
regarded themselves as still in a negotiating position and were not

happy about the issue going to plenary. The publication of the
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statement and their press conference are however difficult to square

with retaining flexibility.

At the end of the day both governments published statements
repeating their positions on decommissioning in response to the UUP

paper.
(Signed)
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