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NORTHERN IRELAND POLICY AND ITS PRESENTATION

g read NI(96)7, I am gatisfied that the new

ements it proposes for managing the presentation of
rorist

Havi

arrang
nment policy on Northern Ireland and the ter

Gove
isting efforts.

+hredt are sengible additions to our ex

I pagticularly endorse, in the context of the proposed
gthened committee on Irish Terrorism (TIO), extending
embership to include police and security service

Permanent Secretaries of the
I also

dsentatives, as well as the
pefence and the Northern Ireland Office.

Minigtry of
endoxyse the creation of a new committee — the Northern
Ireland Strategic Information Committee — chaired by the

. ster of State at the Northern Ireland Office, comprising
both administrators and information specialists)

offigials (
from|the Northern 1reland Office, the FCO, No 10, the
cabinet Office, the Ministry of Defence and the Home Office.

Both| sets of proposed structural changes will, I am
dent, make for a more sharply-focussed Government

conf
ity in the fields of palicy presentation and countering

actil

and tommenting on terrorists acts and propaganda.

also content with the proposal that the NIO’s "Weekly

mation Strategy" document should be more widely
l1ated within Whitehall, and that other Departments be

sk ed to contribute to 1it.
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My offficials are also prepared, if colleagues agree, toO
prepare forward briefing on key points of Government policy

for the information of other Departments.

Signed

PM
9 September 1996
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