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Northern Ireland Office

Stormont Castle

BelfastBT4 3ST

Telephone Belfast (01232) 520700

NIT pes ’1’( ‘7‘L(‘7L, 417,fi’.

Edward Oakden Esq 6741\57% .
PS/Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

LONDON

SW1 <., September 1996

Noor M Ocikdey,

The Dublin Embassy has passed a copy of an invitation to the

Prime Minister sent by The Law Society of the University

College Dublin to speak at a debate on Northern Ireland

arranged for 14 November. Identical invitations have been

sent to my Secretary of State and Michael Ancram.

Michael Ancram will accept his invitation and will speak at

the debate on 14 November. The Secretary of State will turn

down his invitation and it is recommended that the Prime

Minister does so as well. A draft regrets letter to The Law

Society is attached.

In addition, the Secretary of State agreed some time ago to

participate in a debate organised by The Literary and

Historical Society of UCD on 25 October. We are separately

considering whether he should also address The Influential

Institute of European Affairs later on this year. This is

The Republic’s most prestigious forum for the discussion of

Irish policy.
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In general we are looking to make more of Ministers’ visits

to Dublin, particularly in ensuring that they receive

maximum coverage in the Irish media.

I am copying this letter to William Ehrman (FCO) .

»QM/D /DbMdM%E7

ARLENE NEILL

Diary Secretary (B)
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DRAFT LETTER FOR SIGNATURE BY PS/PRIME MINISTER

Valerie Shaw

Treasurer

The Law Society

Student Consultative

University College

Dublin 4 September 1996

0

The Prime Minister has asked me to thank you for<§§é/)
invitation to attend your debate on Northern Ireland

scheduled for 14 November.

e i des 1td ot So holeFs nshf b(Wi@: -Hewek&zs-,—be has asked me to pass on fi
his best wishes for an enjoyable evening.
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