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SFNATOR MITCHELL d./h— éfi -
1. I saw Geordge Kitohell this afrernvon, for 

a privatre talk
nvetore he flies Lo Belfast for the resu

mption of t.alks on :
that he would be glad to call o

n the Prame
Monday. (He confirmed

Minister al. 0900 - not 0915 - on Thursday 12 September.)

: 4 
2 I

rhere liad been some 4 ficult

sess k - though, with nindsight, his
credibility with had probakly Peen nelped by his
sathey public raw wich Seamun Mallon of the SPLP

., But agreemsnt
on rules of procedure had been achieved afie

r prumcroe: =nd it
cant that =ome leadership had becn eno

wn, cn both
ola s reat of the marchingwas =ignifi

xidesg, in a \ 13 X

down=play the difticulties, whether or
 not

cease-five (whioh the Irish werc telli
ng hin

CA

3. Mitcnell did not

therc wag a nev IRA
could be just arouhd the vo

rpnéy). At
e r 7 N

*

|

5
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nevitably nacdenc
d

k it would bethe heart of the negotlations., Drurcres had
the Nationa position. Dut he &id not t
impossible 

a
ay kO rd

{ R AW onal Hody. The Unionist posirion

A o worry - especially the pup's apparant determin
alion to

puch the Loyalists out of the talks. Too many of tham liad a
vested interast in thesa being mo progress

: wWhere would the DUP
be vithouy a ponster to frighten th

e children? the key

t,theiqtfundaueqxil 
fears |

t, the outlines ol 
an

rge quiokly.

4. witchell recallcd a 31#¢ioult cunversati
on he had had with

Adams (befove 9 Fobruery). e had araued that the principle of
conocnt meant that the nationalists would h

ave to uettlc for 1esS
than a unitea Ireland: and enat Adams w

as doing his suppor!ers
grave disservive by not adnitting as much. 

‘Adams had replied
that to "indulge” the unionicte 3s Mitchell wa

s ougges! ing would
otiatie - and then retrc

ated
remove any pressure on then

 to ned

into Meaninglecs rhetoric
.

5. Mitchell said ne had seen Lake yesterday, 
and had lunch with

M;ckey Kantor, Seoretary of Commerce, 
todsy: lic had (again)

diacourared lake from the idea of makin
g « visit tn the ncar

tuture, on the grounds that the Unjonists
 weré Ajsposcd (£27 somc

reason) to ses everything coming out of wa
ghington as an elencnt

in clinton’s re-eloction campaign. I explained the background on
1led a faue: Dole was now

here on

guyth and MacBride- Mitchell{pu
4 and Democrafic Farty mana 

were worryiny
i Lake and Mit heil hao agrceditche

, Fein, in th ; present tyiumpnant
op Sniping e talks. ake had mention:l his idea

a spe about Northern Irelan? i{n the coming Weeks-

Mitcnel) had said he thought thie might b
e hoipful. pue would

geck the views of the sritish and Irish Go
vernments (he asked me

tu tell you he would rafse this with th
e Prive Minister nent

week)-

presidents before nim, Clinton would
 epend his second term

looking for hig place in nistory. sut ve shouldn't forgst the
mb e Preside

smpact which his visit 
last No

to my que;tion,in answer

ay

oisrach and hal
same durdng his vigi
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7. W!th Kantor, Nitchell had talked mainly about the Pitvtskuzrgh

fonference. Kantor wanted to visit Noythern Ireland, to 869

things for himscif, Mitchell had aavised him to do Lhis ardy
atter tho Us elactisns. He had also adviged Kantor not to lnvite
political leaders to Pittsburgh, If the emphaoid could bc kKept

on trads aml investment, the conference might yot be a ugerul
confidence-building meaourc; but not ir it deganerated into

political grand-ctandaing, and arguments ahwut who was and w
as not

on speaking/hand-shaking terms. Mitchell confirmed that he would
be speaklny v Lhe Cirst day.

0., Mitchecll reogards thesae conversations as off Lk recwrd. T

should be grateful if hls vonfidence could be respected.

fir4x~" é;v&J,

(e~ .

Peter Westmacott

00: Kon Linaeay Esq, Private Offive, NIO

pominiox chilculk Fsq, Private Office, FCO

HM Ambassador, Dublin


