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xiteohell this arfcernnon, for a private talk
vwetore he flies Lo Relfast for the resumption of talks on .
Monday. (He confirmcd that he Jould be glad Yo call on the Prime
Minister al. 0900 - not €915 - On Thursday 12 Septenber. )

how we caw the politiocs of
Mitchell said he felt

1% T saw Geordqo

>. 1 desoribed, in genceral LArms,

Northern Ireland at the grart vl term. _
styongly that the tQlKE Process had to be seen to be working, ) £

only pecause therc wag no other game in town. A collapse
would be anormously damaging. Yhere liad been some digricult
cessions betora the summer break - though, with hindsight, nis

credibility with the Unienists had probakly peen hielped by his
rathey public rav Mallon of the SPLP., But agreemsnl

on rules of procedure had been achieved sfter Drumcroe: ad it
wvae wignificant that =ome leadership had becn &hown, on both
wideg, in avolaliy rrouble Quring the reat of the marching
season, He was reasonably optimistioc that eurly agrccment o, £
bé reaclied on the agenda. TP}Q talke then needed to get wn with

gubstance a3 quickly as

not down=play the difticulties, whether ovr not
therc was a nevw IRA cease~fire (whioh the Irish werc telling hin

could bw just orouno the corpney) . At wWad giseoncecrting that

people were caying that nothing would happen until the Rritish

electione ware ant of the way. II that were the case, he did not
1d be poesible ro avoid a wholeescale recumption of

see how 1T woud
violence in the meantiné. Decommissioning wonld, of Course, e
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the heart of the negetlations, Drum-ree had jnevitably nacdencd
the Nationalist position. Dut he did not think it would be

jmpossible to agree on a way forward, 1{nkerd to tho
recompendatione of the Internstional Bodly. The Unionist posirion

remained & worry < especially the pup‘s apparant determinalion tO
hem liad Qa

puch the Loyalists out of the talks. Too many of €

vested interest in there being mo progress: where would the DUF
be “}thGU‘ a monster LO fryighten the enilaren? e key
requirement wag to convince the Unionjuts that thw Support of the

Britighs {rish and American covernments, and of the SULP, for tné
rincipleo of consent meant that thelr fundanental feays were

S founded. Tf they could accopt that, the outlines ol an
agrecment acceptable to all could emerg# quiokly-

1 Mitehell recalled J1 £fioult conversation he had haq with
Adams (pefore 9 Fobruery). he had argqued that theé principle o%

conacnt meant that the nationalists woull havc O wottlc for 1e59
nis suppor!ers &

than a united Ireland: and that Adams was doling .
‘Adams had rep)ied

grave disservice by not adnitting as much. :
that ¢o "induligs" the unionicts as Mitchell vas oguqges! "y would
remOve any pressure on them to negotiatie - and then retrcated

into Meaninglecs rhetoric.,
yesterday, and had lunch with
today. lc had (again)

{sit in rthe ncar
o 4jsposcd (for sSOmE

5. Mitchell said he had seen Lake
Mickey Kantor, seorotary of Commerce,
diascoursred Lake from the idea of making « v

fyture, on the grounds that the Unjonists WOF
ot of waehington as an elencnt

reason) to Se= everything coming o
in Clinton’s ce-election campaiga. I explained tha packground on
1led a face: Dole was nowhere on

gnyth and MacBride. Mitchell pu
4 and Democralic Party manageése were worrying
rake and Mitchell ha agrced

unnecassarily about the Yrish vote. :

that it was un ‘n. in their present ts tumphant

nood, t©O keep aniping at the ealks. Lake had mentione«l his 1dea
1Dg WO8KkS.

of making a speech about northern Ireland {n the com
pue would

Mitcnel) had gaid he thought thie might be hoipful.
h and Irish covernments (he asked me

sock the Viaws of the mrilis _ :
tu tell you he would raise this wlith the kriwe Minister meat

week) .
amain {nterested in what

happened 19 Northern Irwland, even after the wlections: 1ike all
presiaents before him, clinton would gpend h\s sacond term
looking for hic place in history. put we shouldn't forgst the
ympact which hic visit 1aet November hud made on the pPres.dent.

in answer to wy question, Mitchell said he perscnally wWas «i11ling
. long as \hat would help. He wisuld have

vo atay invulved tor as

to be away for a fow days in rhe autumn (Kantor nad asked nhim O

heip out on JOwe Lrade polivy issucs) but his private hope wak TO

consl.ruct a pavkage py the sprind which would yive the Prine

Minlater some raturn on the cnergy and conmilment he had inveetad

in Northern Treland befoace ne had to go to the country. Hec would
n - and had ackod Take to ensure chat the

pe tclliny the TaoisrAaC _ .
president did the same during his vieit to washinyton - chatl. the

that ¢linton would r
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Irish Government, too, chould regara the n?xt 6=8 nonths As 7
window Of opportunity wnich would not renaio wpen for ever.

7. With Kantor, NMitchell had talked mainly about the Piveshuzah
confeverca. Kantor wanted to viait Noythern Ireland, ?0 200
thing? for himsclif, Mitchell had aavised him to Ao Lhis ity
atter tho Us electisans. He had alsu adviged Kantor not te lnvite
political leaders to Pittsburgh., If the emphaoia could bc Kept
on trads aml investment, the conference might yot bo a ugertul
confidence-building meacurc; but not If it dnganerdtud into
political grand=ctanding, and arguments ahuvt who was and was not
on speaking/hand-shaking terms. Mitchell confirmea that he would

be speaklny un Lhe (ivst day.

0. Mitchcll ragards these conversations as Off Lbe record. 1

should be grateful if hls cunfidence could be respected. -7
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