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APPRENTICE BOYS PARADE: LONDONDERRY, 10 AUGUST

My Secretary of State chaired a meeting this morning of the Security

Policy Meeting, at which the Chief Constable and GOC were present, to

discuss the handling of the Apprentice Boys parade in Londonderry on

10 August. This letter reports the latest position.
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, =‘u-0pposition to the parade, while orchestrated by the Sinn

;‘ijir-Fbin-influenced Bogside Residents’ Association, goes wide in the

onalist community. Concern focuses on two issues: the use of the

the Apprentice Boys' Parent Clubs, particularly the section

¢q¢¢xwmfimn';ws-parade on the west bank of the Foyle.
)1wna135)ea kground is at AnnexA.
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flfifi@fiif QLesolve the situation continue, involving the

rch and community leaders. Encouragingly, the parade
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Bogs ioe residents and others under John Hume’s



SSECRET

This, so far, is hopeful. Nevertheless, there is still some way to

go. Reports suggest that MacNiallias, the principal Sinn Fein

representative at the meeting, did not support the proposed compromise

and continued to press for linkages with parades in other areas: a

critical factor in reaching an accommodation will be the Sinn Fein

leadership’s assessment of the balance of advantage for them in the

situation. They will not wish to allow the SDLP to claim the credit

for any compromise.

Overall, tensions in the Province remain high. Since Drumcree there

have been clashes following a number of parades, including those at

Omagh on 20 July and Keady on 27 July. At present, however, the

situation on the ground is generally calm. RUC-led negotiations on

; the routes of other Apprentice Day marches in Belfast, Keady and

- Dunloy continue: it is most unlikely that any will proceed in the
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P, ‘,f%ahgence of local agreements.

_',;fifatlonallst confidence in the security forces’ handling of

\des ,gwblf?%ying Sinn Fein a propaganda victory. The RUC’s
ok ey,

to be the protection of life and property, thethe

»fi< ggorder, and preventing paramilitaries from

“fafsitgation.
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SRERCURCEST

Operational Planning

Against this background, the security forces are continuing to develop

their operational plans. NIO officials are in close touch with then,

and a joint RUC/Army/NIO co-ordination cell has been established.

The indications are that, in the absence of agreement, Sinn Fein will

appeal to nationalists throughout Ireland to support the cause @9

Londonderry, a move which could draw in large numbers of protesters.

Some republican elements may seek a confrontation with the police or

marchers; there is evidence that preparations are being made for

widespread disruption and violence in the City and elsewhere. The

'Kgprentice Boys, while not seeking a stand-off, have been slow to

offer compromises acceptable to residents. The loyalist

paramilitaries seem unlikely to use the issue to orchestrate disorder

or break their ceasefire unless severely provoked.

!.resources would be required; the

';ae rest of the Province could be
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Option2: the parade proceeds, but - in the absence of

agreement - with restrictions on its use of all or part of the

city walls. Such restrictions would be imposed by either the

“Chief Constable or the Secretary of State, under the relevant

provisions of the public order legislation. The decision would

be taken early next week, and announced in advance. This &

‘approach is the RUC’s preferred option, and was considered in
—

some detail at SPM (see below).

Option 3: the parade is banned altogether, or confined to the

east bank of the Foyle. This would involve blocking the

bridges across the Foyle, and would leave the only remaining

Protestant enclave on the west bank cut off. This could

provoke a serious loyalist reaction and risks a Drumcree-type

stand-off. It would also involve a significant commitment of

PRS- security force resources. The Chief Constable would support

| such a step only if it had become clear that the parade’s

- access to the west bank could not be gquaranteed even after

'33:~ part1al closure of the walls.
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fiflfigéécretaryof State discussed these options with the Chief
Constable an@the GOC this morning, and concluded that pgrtlal closure

*?'Eu\‘yl; v.offered the best solution, operationally and

ationally, in the absence of agreement. The Secretaryof State

e t he would be prepared to sign an Order under Article5

Xfljfi'TSZTQ“ = 287 banning the parade from the
on of \TY\\ Afiinonthe grounds of the undue demands that



scussion.


