
——————————
——

ABINET _OFFICE, FRI 62 AUG 96 19:39 PG. 02wy

18: 34 NO,10 C/F 2 70 W'HALL COMCN NU,gl4 P2

From. Tue P..Eucs?cu%fiv

\o')m.&\ JRELAND OFFEICI,
; (s ShoasH/’WM WIILTENALL
w‘ h:‘\A;y.u d‘:"fh{fwvl,owoo\' SWIA 2:\7 /‘m{? VZ/I

John Holmes G‘M MMW fe 70 é\ /(‘/%/o
Private Secretary to the Prime Minister oy
zgn;gnbowninq Street éo(k-wfl‘ w\u MW NSUBEer596

SW1A 1AA N DS TY dmw e
Frgers comed, ot H‘}M"W e

r/f A" e almdg Vel &S0
Q)(/CQ'_ SLETN ot M. el g Prfl spoke 2|8
APPRENTICE BOYS PARADE: LONDONDERRY, 10 AUGUST

My Secretary of State chaired a meeting this morning of the Security

Policy Heetinq, at. which the Chief Constable and GQC were present, to

discuss the handling of the Apprentice Boys parade in Londonderry on

10 August. This letter reports the latest position.
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Opposition to the parade, while orchestrated by the Sinn

Fein-influenced Bogside Residents’ Association, goes wide 1n the

Nationalist community. Concern focuses on two issues: the use of the

walls by the Apprentice Boys’ Parent Clubs, particularly the section

which overlooks the Bogside; and to a lesser extent the holding of any

<aPprcntxce Boys parade on the west bank of the Foyle,

rurchor bacquound i at Annex 3.
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) ;n::?flfixrcttorts to resolve the situation continue, involving the

‘ ."“. L (D 

o

| .,:_.\.1c, #;“and church and community leaders, Encouragingly, the parade
?,TQ;QA-A‘*‘°t‘the Bogside residents and others under John Hume’se wnn.u.dngngy. Some progress was made, and the
;~an.g”mgtjon, based on a small parade going
may \q flfiw—w}. L A urther meeting is to be
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round the walls,

held on Monday & August,
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This, 50 far, is hoperul. Nevertheless, there is still some way to

go. Reports suggest that MacNiallias, the princ¢ipal Sinn Fein

representative a4t the meeting, did pot support the proposed compromise

and continued to preses for linkages with parades in other areas; a

critical factor in reaching an accommodation will be the Sinn Fein

leadership’s assessment of the balance of advantage for them in the

situation. They will not wish to allow the SDLP to claim the credit

for any compromise.

Overall, tensions in the Province vemain high. Since Drumcree there

have been clashes following a number of parades, including those at

Omagh on 20 July and Keady on 27 July. At present, however, the

situation on the ground is generally calm. KRUC=led negotiations on

the routes of other Apprentice Day marches in Belfast, Keady and

Dunloy cont}fiue: it is most unlikely that any will proceed in the

absence of local agreements,

HMG’S Ohjectives

e ofifi_obgegyiveu are twofold: to prevent sectarian violence; and to work

Sl =tor a compromise which encourages unionist co. operation and avoids

f~&t1"¢ strains on the loyalist ceascfire, while at the game time

gnfigg}qpolxst confidence in the security forces’ handling of
ny ing Sinn Fein a propaganda victory. The RUC’s

ries 'fl.m‘ ue to be the protection of life and ptopearthe

'~*:j'f?’3*“’_, nd order,. and P“Vfl\tihq paramilitaries from
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Operational Planning

Against this background, the security PozCewmareicontinuingato.devgLop
theic operational plans. NIO officials are in close touch with thenm,

and a joint RUC/Army/NIO co-ordination cell has been established.

The indications are that, in the absence of agreement, Sinn Fein will

appeal to nationalists throughout Ireland to support the cause in

Londonderry, a move which could draw in large numbers of protesters.

Somec republican elements may seek a confrontation with the police or

marchers; there is evidence that preparations are being made tor

widespread disruption and violence in the City and elsewhetg. The

'x;prcnticc Boys, while not seeking a stand-otff, have been slow to

of fer compromises acceptable to residents. The loyalist

paramilitaries seem unlikelyto use the issue to orchestrate disorder

or break their cecasefire unless severely provoked.

'5i5 ;whc security forces have identified three options for the handling of

~ the parades:
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the parade proceeds as notified, with or without

Ihe best outcome is tor the parade to go ahead with
, agreesment Wl all cuncerned. ~ 4N the apsence or sugp

rL‘.7§%5,a»QChe ‘parade could only be put through by force, with
Hg#:g specl bfiirgoul disorder in

-‘1

Londonderry and elsewhere,
“1 f;and Army resources would be required; the
{{*uLicethe rest or theF 

Province could.w;‘fi - The ¢ -‘-."

FOLree rueaniypog
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option2: the parade proceeds, but - in the absence of

agreement - with restrictions on its use of all or part 
of the

city walls. Such restrictions would be imposed by either the
RB

Chief Constable or the Secretary ot State, under the relevant

The decision wouldprovisions of the public order legislation.

bc taken early next week, and announced in advance, This

apg_gacu is the RUC’s preferred option, and was consxdered in
—

sonme detail at SPM (see below),

the parade is banned altogether, or contined to theOption 3:

This would involve blocking theeast bank of the Foyle.

bridges across the Foyle, and would leave the only remaining

Protestant enclave on the west bank cut otr. This could

provoke a serious loyalist reaction and risks a Drumcree-type

stand-off. It would also involve a significant commitment of

security rorce resources. The Chief Constable would support

ggch a step only if it had become clear that the parade'§

access to the west bank could nhot be quaranteed even after

Eértial closure of the walls.

The Secretary of State discussed these options with the Chief

Constable and the GOC this morning, and concluded that Q_rt;al closure

1 of the walls otftered the best solution, operationally and

| presentationally, in the absence of agreement. The Seczetar of state

T gonfirnad that he would be prepared to sign an Order under Atticle
of the Publlc Orde 7 ing the parade from the
,.ggg.rn aaction of the wall, on the grounds of the undue demands thatns a! frn{j;oehorwiac be placed on security force ST S Yy 1
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A decision on whether to implement the ban will be taken after a

further meeting of SPM on the morning of Tuesday, 6 August. This will

take account of any progress in negotiations between the parade

organisers and Bogside residents the previous evening. _fiifurthet

report will be made to the Prime Minister following that discussion.
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A joint RUC-NIO presentational handling plan in support of this

strategy is being prepared.

Tt has not been pussible to clear this with the Secretary of State.

As you wish to get this into the Prime Minister’s weekend box, I anm

~ forwarding it without clearance. The Secretary of State will see this

~ tonight.

e - oy'&-"- éybpyinq enls letter to Jan Polley and Colin Budd.
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