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INSIDE POLITICS: sf\mmy 3 AUGUST 1996 :SIR PATRICK MAYHEW, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NI W

pio-rugy =
Deirdre Devlin | ' S
With the political talks now in sumumoer rocoss all eyes will be turned to Londonderry [y f G :

awaiting tho outcome of uegotintions for the Apprentice Boys’ march. Both ( T
Governments say they're satisfied with the ovtcome of the multi-party telks at Gl o

Stormont. Monday’s plensty pession fniled 1o secure agreement on an agends but TM :
those taking part djd reach conscnsus on the rules and procedures and selecteda [ 5 way K
bosiness committee. The fusin sticking point of decommissioning remaing however.

Afler the talks broke up the Secretary of State said o was ploaged some modest o~ u) mathe)

progress had been made. Sir Patrick has been heavily criticised over the past few
weeks about comments he made following the Dromoreo stand-off when he said Z) faths ) ;
people should cheer up and not be so gloomy. When I spoke to him yesterdsy I first

asked bim if he regretted what he bad said.

Sir Patrick Mayhew .,

I ndvised Peter Snow, who was interviewing me, to cheer up. He needed to be

adviscd that. ’'m glad t? see you don’t.

|

Dejrdre Devlin i .

Now the Chief Constable {5 sdamant that he made the decision that there was no

mflucnce from you, but surely poople will find it incredible considening the

seriousness of the situation that you didn’t give at Jeast some advice on the metler?

Sir Patrick Mayhew =

I don’t mind whother !hfy found it incredible or not. The Chief Constablc

snid cxactly what happened and that’s somothing that ] agree with.

Deirdre Devlin ,

But therc was inncparable damage done to the RUC at that {ime. Shovld something
not have been done sbout that?

Sir Patrick Maybew

T think that it’s pwfufly: true that enormous demage was done to Northern

Irelnnd Jet alone the RUC or any other body within Northern Ircland, huge

damage donc at # timc when so much progress had been made in improving

our image, in getting inward investment, in getting unemploynicnt down,

getting the jobs up. And tourism of course cnormnously affected. So, yes, huge

damagc was done. J think thet the encouraging thing is that people wide and
far, near and far, have realised thiv and I believe they bave drawn the right

lesvon from it : i |

Deirdre Devlin |

Rut peoplenow are more polarisedthen at any other time in recent history. We
witncgsed the sconos at thé time with plastic bullets fired, roads blocked, buildings
destroyed. Shouldan't you iu-ko somo rosponsibility for not intervening?

I

|
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Sir Patrick Mayhcw |
Well 1 think you have to ll‘& yourself whether people would have more
confidence if Ministers were ablc to say: “Ob, my political opponent’s having
& march next week, 11 soon stop that because 1 have the decision in these

matters”. 1 don’t think they'd like that. I think the vight thing to do is, 25 we

have it in Northern Irelaud and in Great Britain, that thesc sre not political

decisions. They’re taken by s Chief Constablc or another senior police officer

on the basis of public ordes. However, there are two views about that and

that’s why I have appointed a Body to review the whole question under Dr

Peter North, to review tho whole question of these marches and parades which

are decply rootcd here in tfie history and culture of Northern Ireland. 1 think

there’s time for a firmly independent review and we wait to sce what those

recommendations are. I hiave asked for them by the ead of January.

Deirdre Devlin 5

How can s mdcpendent Boidy hopo to have success where overything elsc has

failcd?
|
I

Sir Patrick Mayhew |

Well, if you're not careful I shall have to say cheer up. We have got & very

distinguished Iawyer who has pleaty of cxperience of public service and of

public matters. He's also somebody of great academic distinction, he's Vice-

Chancellor of Oxford University and I think that if he is reinforced by two

people with widely represéntative background here in Northern Ireland, 1

think there's a very good chance that we will have a very beneficial,

indepcondent view and th% we'll see where we get to. Let's not sort of give it

thumbs down straightaway before they have cven started work.

Deirdre Devlin g

If we can Jook now to events on August 10th - at the moment there’s no sign ofa

resolution. The Appreutice Boys want to walk their traditional routo round the
City’s walls and the Natlonnlists waat to stop them. Now the giuation could

potentiallybe the samo as it was at Dromeree. Didn’t you sond out a dangerous

message when you spoke afier Drumoree that the strength of numbers could

overwhelm the RUC and tlgis could happen ngain?

Sir Patrick Mayhew

Well, I was asked whetber 1 could guarantec that it would never knppen again.

1 of conrse had to say ‘No’, ) can't give s guarantee about that. Jf1 had said

*Yes, 1 can guarantee it’, you'd be ssking me the question - how can you

gusrantee it, how can you make certain thet there won’t be cnormous,

overwhelming force? 5o snswer the question, which was & proper question,
in the only open and ¢t way that wap available to me. Let’s face the facts.
Equally, Jet us face the fact that if in a democracy a police force, 8 police
seryice, which represents the public and is there to protect the public is

overwhelmed by magses of people we are facing a very serious challenge to
democracy itselfl apd I tynln that’s the lesson of course of Drumeree and an

awful lot of people have learnt it. Now there's one thing which is very differcnt
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in today’s situntion and file situstion li)ont the Apprentice Boys’ intended
march and it is this that the two sides arc talking, the Apprentice Boys are
talking with the Rogsidc Residents Asvociation. They bave had two mectings
'ulrcudy. J understand this to be a third. That is something which was Incking

in Dramcree and Portadown, something which wag very necessary there.

Deirdre Deviin '

Are you eptimistic that some resolution will be found before next Saturday?

Siv Patrick Maybew |
1I'm obviously hopeful tflt people with the future of that Jovely city in their
minds - and I’m sure both sidcs bave it in their minds - will reach an

accommodation. Nobody wants {o see that city, whose future bas been

improved so greatly im recent years, 50 yauch inward investment, so much new

housing, so much new toyrism, nobody wants to sce that thrown away, as

indeed it would, nor I thipk do they want to see hundreds of thousands,

millions of pounds having to go in compensation for dmmpgc cauped in disorder

| rnd riots, ratber than onfuhooll. on hospitals, on roads, all the things that we
want, and that’s what wiLl happen. Already £20 million is going to bave to be
spent by the Compensatipn Agency. No more moncy’s going to come from the

Treasury for Northern Ireland. That’s going to come out of other things that

Arc desperately nceded.

Deirdre Devlin |

13 there nol an incentive naw though for people who believe in mob rulc that they

will get their way if they bring in large enough numbers?

Siv Patrick Mayhew - ,I
It depends what they really want. If people have no concern for the futurc of

Northern Ircland, no concern for the future of their fellow citizens, no concern

for whether there arc hospitals, schools, roads, no concern for whether the

environment is improved by the necessary money being spent, well thea, I
darcsay, they'll say “well, let’s go and do ns much damage as we can”. But

they will be sclf-confess I as haying no concern for those things if they do.

|

Deirdre Deviin ; .
1 would suggest to you, Secretary of Statc, that the concern for hospitals and

oducation would be uppertiost in the minds ofpeoplo who believe that their cultural

way of life will be undermined and that the Union is no Jonger safc and they sce that

as being epitomisedin the rightLo march?

Sir Patrick Mayhew | :

And you sny the Union is no longer safe. You're not going to draw me into »

discussion about the merits, the advantages, and disadvantages of what is
proposed as & traditiond] march. I'm not going to get into that. Thbe poople
who live there arc ta together and 1 npplaud that aud I think we all ought

to appland it. Everybody recognises that the RUC and the Chief Constable at

their head has a duty to protect the public and to protect the rights of people.
Sometimes people’s rights conflict, the right to march against the right to

3
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protest pescefully, but in g civiliscd and grown-up socicty, which of coursc we
arc, these thingy arc balanced much more often then they aren’t. Vast year 1
think there were 3,000 marphes of which only 13 caused any troubje. Surely
there’s a lesron there? The reason is thet in the other 3,000 people came to a

local balance, a local ngreefent and that’s what all of us, everybody, hav got to

be encouraging. l

. Deirdre Devlin |

During the ceasefires - you nlentionod the RUC there - during the ceasefires there
were a lot of ground made up with policc as regards the nationalist commumnity.

These's percoption now among somo of the nationalist community about the

partiality of the police, How difficult do you think it will be for thero to get that
credibility baok within......,...7

Sir Patrick Mayhew |
Well 1 have to say to0 you, lJt that I gét both sides of this, I have had Unionists
complaining to me ficrccly that the RUC were very heavy-handed against

Unionists in certwin pinces, | Now J don’t kuow what the facts are: in each

instance I've bad figures gii'cn to me, the number of petrol-bombs that were
thrown at the RT/C by one group compared with the other. ’m not going to

get into that now. All I would invite people to just reflect upon is that when

you have civil disorder, when you have riots of the scale that we bhad, first of all

it's » direct challenge to the rule of Iaw, whoever is behind it, whatever their

purposcs, and secondly the .kvcrydny' folk, and in particulsr those who arc in

employment, thosc who are' unemployed but hoping for jobs, they are the

people who Josc out- So let’s look forward, let’s draw aupon the painful lessons

of Drumcrce and look farw?rd to a bettcr way of handling things.

Deirdre Deviin '

Thege situations have the potential to destroy the very fibric of Northery Ireland

society, I5 it fair to lcave that decision fu the hands of the RUC?

Sir Patrick Mayhew |i
Well we have to apply the Isw which Parlinment has thought it right to pass

angd 1 want to make it clear that 1 have every confidence in the Chief

Conktable. I believe his decision was right and in the new circumstances

that obtained five days Iater, I believe his second decision was right, but it is

just because there is ag srgpment to be held that people other than the Chief

Constable should decide thése things that I heve appointed this independent

Body to look st the whole q‘llélfion, whether the Iaw is right, whether the
balpnce between the functions of the Chief Constable and the Secretary of
State, for example, ave right. The whole question, and especially in the light of

the lessons that may be ed from 1996. I hope everybody with views ahout

this will exprces thom to the independent Body. We will them iave 2
completely unbinsed and impartial report in the form of recommendations to
me by the end of Janunry.
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Deirdre Deviin :

What hsppcas if there is 8 fecommendation to chengo something and the Orangemen

are absolutely opposcd to this and we see tens of thousands of people on the streets
sgain. What's to slop

Sir Patrick Mayhew |
I think that it’s very d to answer any hypothetical question and T don’t

think it’s particularly hielpful to ask them, you can say what bappens if the

bottom drops out of the North Ses tomorrow. Let’s wait and see if that’s

going to happen. Mumg'rbfle, let’s go ns far s we can in taking the public
mind, asking people: ‘what do you want, what do you think, you have scen

what happencd Jast month, you've been horrified by what you've scen, you've
seen the cost, the demage to Northern Ireland and »ll who live in it, what do

you want? If that's the right thing for me to be doing at the moment snd then

at the end of it Government will have to take responsibility for whatever

changes may, if any are necded.

Deirdre Devlin ' |-' :
Secretary of Stats, ifI can'move on to the talks. They coded on Monday with

agrecment on yules procedure and you said that modest progress had been made, but
that was something which f1ad been expected to be agreed within the first few days

of the talks, this is now 40 odd dsys later. Jgn't that testing tho definition of
optimism to the Jimit? ’l

l
Sir Patrick Mayhow

Well, I wonder who expcected that sort of progress to be made in the first fow

days. J never met anybody who did. The sort of people J met were the people

who are sayiug this process is hopeless, no good, Sinn Fein aren’t there, never

going to be any agreemient, Those arc the people 1 met and that’s why 1 think

thst there is grounds for encouragement. Of course it ¢nok Jonger thao J would

have liked. It took something like 40 days to get the rules of procedure, but if

you read those rules of procedure you will see how gubtie and well balanced

they are and they're very important that they should be aceeptable to

overybody. Now they are. Then they have gone on and appointed » business

conunittce to govern the way in which their agenda is going to be handled in

future, § would have liked us to have got much further, but during this process

people have sctticd down, they have got to know each other, the chairmen have

become actually accepted and they weren't to begin with and this is 8 modest
start, morc than a modest start. It is » start and j€'s a positive pne and what is

morc that talks promajuow adjourned and come back by conscat at the
beginniug of Scptem r

Deirdre Deviin |
They’ll be back in Septemiber, but all the problems have just been stacked up until
then. 1smean we're going to hit brick wall on decommissioming.....?

—
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Bir Patrick Mayhew ;

Oh depr, oh dear, oh dm,iit'l getting 5o likely that I’m going to have to say

cheer up agsin, There are 'problcnu, why do you suppose that we have worked
for ro long (0 pet this talks process together? Jt is becausc we have an

immengely difficalt division in our society here that most people believe that

you've got (o talk and find your way fo a setticment and accommodation by

talking. Now if it had becn casy we’d all have lived very differcnt lives over the

Inst few years. It is not eany. Of conrse there's lots to be talked about but
people have gone away with this modest schicvement under their belts, they

bave gone away for a rest, ' I think everybody wag tired. They fought elections,
they have been into the . Everybody, I think, is in need of refreshment

and time to reflect. It docsn’t do anybody harm to have time to reflect.

Deéfrdre Deviin ;

Well by risk of sounding peJrimistic agnin, Secreiaty of State, at the cnd of the day if
any decision by politicians can be eclipsed by what happovs on the strects, like in

Drumcree, what hope is there?

Sir Patrick Mayhew :

Plenty of bope that people!will sny “we want to keep in 2 democracy, we don’t
want to scc mob rule, we don’t see masses and masses of people thinking that

the way to get their way is by weight of numbers and weight of force”. So let

people bring their lnflucm!e to bear, let pot people say: “well, you know, |
always like to go away or Kup my head down or keep my opinions to myself”.
M they feel that this js a real threat to democracy, which it is, then let them say

#0, Jet them put their heads above the parapet, let them bring their influence to

bear. Democracy doesn’t really work unless that happens.

I

But if 1 can bring you back {o your comments post-Drumcree that nothing conld be
done, isn't that An incendvq' r people Lo come out on the streets when there’s
something arrived at that they don’t fike?

Sir Patrick Mayhew :

No, no, we mupt be fuir about this, I was asked a question at a press

conferemce - can you guargntee thet never again will n massive weight of

numbers overwhelm the sgcurity forces? 1said no, J can’t guarantce that. OF

course I can’t. 1didn’t say nothing cam be done. A great deal can be done and

onc of the thingswhich can be done is what I’'m doing,that is to say

iss. Meanwhile, there's plenty that can be done by
what you might like to call the cveryday folk of Northern Ireland, That is that
they should make their feglings very, very clear, that they don’t any more
damsge done to Northern Ircland of that kind.

- ~
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Deirdre Devlin

It’e been o slow pfooess the talksvp to this poimt. You know, like yoursclf, you

have been mvolvedi it fot severgl years niow. How optimistic are you that there

will be pome movement in|Scmunbcfl

Sir Patrick Mayhew |
Well, you sce I have always deniod being either pessimistic or optimistic,1
don’t think those sre ratjonal things. What J think people shonld be intcrested

in is whether the Secretary of State, for the time being, has got sensible

grounds for being hopefdl, sensible grounds for tclling other people that they
should be hopeful. That's what matters and thare arc sensible grounds. We

have been doing 90 well in Northern Ireland. Unemploymeut has fallcn faster

than snywherein the Utlited Kingdont, our exports are increasing faster than

anywhere ¢lscin the United Kingdom, our manufacturing performanceis

going up better than suywhere else in the United Kingdom and touriem is
increaping faster than snywhere else ip the United Kingdom, enormous

advantages and we’re thyowing them away if we go un with a repetition of the
sort of thinp we saw at Drumcrcc Now, that’s scnsible grounds for being

hopcful because people I-rr: arc very sensible, canny people aud they don’t
waDnt to pee this progressireversed.

Deirdro Devlin

But the people aren’t iy tth. they're not in Castle Buildings, aud so far the
politicians haven’t evon ugrood an agenda?

Sir Fatrick Maybew

Ah, but you sce, who sre the politicians? The politicians are elected, arcn’t

they? and they'rc «l by peop)e whose opinions count. J think you do put
your finger on something that’s e little bit of a weakness for us here in

Northern Ireland, but there arc s wholc lot of peoplo who say “well, I can’t

really make my views known”. They can and they should and they have got to

Deirdre Devlin \
Secretary of Stato, you hm indicated that you won't be geeking re-eloction comc
the next general clection. As you contsmplate what could perhaps be your final
month in Northemn Ireland| at tho momeount there appeprs to be no middle ground and

the Goverpment sccms tod*m rosigned to not having Sinn Fein imvolvedin the talks,
sren't you depressed? ;

Sir Patrick Mayhew ,
No. In spite of all your Jnuuom to me I am not at all deprossed. First, for
reapons thet ) have just meuntioned, all the gond things that have been
achieved in these Inst fodt years. Secondly, the Governmentis not resigned to
having any elected plny outside the talks. What we want to do is to see those
talks genwincly inclusive with every party that has got s democratic mandate
taking part provided they bave shown, along with everybody elsc, that
they're wholly comm to peaccful methods. Now, we have in being »

proces; of talks, of ncgotiations, which so many people told me quite hopeless,
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»o good, never apy chance !of that, useloss. 1t's there, it’s in being. What is
more it hnp got some modept achicvements under its belt and it’s gOing (o come

back to start sgain in September. Now, this is something really hopeful to hold
on to and the Inst thing is this that we are doing this in a democracy where

everybody hws the power to make their voice heard, their views known. People
can of course behave, if yoj like, irrationally, like lemmings and hurl

themselves over a cliff, throw it all away. Of course they can. They can do
that at any tiroc, But I think the history of Northern Jreland, and certainly
what ] know of the character of the maryellous people who live here right

acrops the community suggest to me that it’s very unlikely they’re going to do
that. They're going to ssy; “we’ve had » Jook at what happeas when you
resort to violence,and we oot Jike it and we ave going.to make our views
known?.
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