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’

DATE: 12 August 1996

cc: Mr Beeton, NIO(L)

Mr Stephens, NIO(L)

Mr Lamont, RID, FCO

Mr Oakden, No 10

Mr Reid, BIS New

York

Mr Westmacott

US/NORTHERN IRELAND: JIMNY SNYTH

1. Thank you for your minutée of 12 August.

2, As I mentioned to you this morning, State Department

officials to whom I spoke on 9 August were angry about
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erved time in Amer: isons. | Either the IRA should be
“rewarded” for rene he ceasefire by remission of time
served or the offer of the latter should be part of an
inducement for restoration of the ceasefire.

3. As I recorded, Ms Peters retreated in discussion from

that position to something which sounded fairly innocuous.
However,
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- explicit linkage is made, not with Smyth*

~ but between the treatment of IRA prisongts :n:xtraditton,
unspecified “confidence-building measures".

= if the State Department are to be believed, i- course disingenuous of Ms Peters to say that'sgz ::doiake
& “might not have set out with sufficijent clarity% his

suggestion of 9 August.

- David Legan
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