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SUBJECT: EXTRADITION OF JIMMY SMYTH

SUMMARY

1. Secretary of State signs warrant for Smyth's extradition.

Original en route to San Francisco. Smyth due to Leave, with

RUC escort, on 17 August. White House preparing for political

flak.

DETAIL

2. State Department informed us this morning that the

Secretary of State had just signed the warrant for Smyth's

extradition, on his return from Sarajevo. Their plan was to

send us the original for onward transmission to London, and to

fax copies to the marshals responsible for Smyth's custody in

San Francisco, and to the Department of Justice, so that Smyth

could Leave for the UK on 17 August. The FBI in California

subsequently told us that there was a small risk that Smyth

supporters would try to prevent his departure through

manipulation of emigration procedures. Having the originals of

\ the key documents to hand would help prevent this. We are

| therefore flying the original warrant to San Francisco by hand

of pilot (copy by fax to the NIO) so that Smyth can still Leave

on Saturday.

3. The White House remain nervous about reactions from the

Irish American community. The President, who has been

consulted, expects to take "some heat”. As discussed with

Oakden (No 10), Soderberg (NSC) has asked us to keep news of

the signature of the Extradition Warrant under wraps until
- - Smyth is in the air, to minimise the scope for Smyth supporters
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to mount a campaign to prevent his departure. If the news does

leak, it would be best if it came from US, not British,
sources.

4. The Administration are grateful for the efforts we have
made to help them with defensive briefing. When asked, they

are Llikely draw on the facts that Smyth is not to be prosecuted

f?r jail-breaking, and can choose whether or not to complete
his sentence at the Maze. White House spokesmen may also

express the hope that time served by Smyth in US jails might be

counted towards his remission, in the context of any

confidence-building measures which the UK authorities may

consider appropriate at a Later date. We have warned them

that, if they do this, we will probably have to respond that
the Law only allows the Northern Ireland Secretary discretion

in this area in exceptional circumstances.
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