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SUBJECT : EXTRADITION OF JIMMY SMYTH

SUMMARY

1. SECRETARY OF STATE SIGNS WARRANT FOR SMYTH'S EXTRADITION. 
ORIGINAL EN ROUTE TO SAN FRANCISCO. SMYTH DUE TO LEAVE, WITH 
RUC ESCORT, ON 17 AUGUST. WHITE HOUSE PREPARING FOR POLITICAL 
FLAK.

DETAIL

2. STATE DEPARTMENT INFORMED US THIS MORNING THAT THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE HAD JUST SIGNED THE WARRANT FOR SMYTH'S 
EXTRADITION, ON HIS RETURN FROM SARAJEVO. THEIR PLAN WAS TO 
SEND US THE ORIGINAL FOR ONWARD TRANSMISSION TO LONDON, AND TO 
FAX COPIES TO THE MARSHALS RESPONSIBLE FOR SMYTH'S CUSTODY IN 
SAN FRANCISCO, AND TO THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, SO THAT SMYTH 
COULD LEAVE FOR THE UK ON 17 AUGUST. THE FBI IN CALIFORNIA 
SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD US THAT THERE WAS A SMALL RISK THAT SMYTH 
SUPPORTERS WOULD TRY TO PREVENT HIS DEPARTURE THROUGH 
MANIPULATION OF EMIGRATION PROCEDURES. HAVING THE ORIGINALS OF 
THE KEY DOCUMENTS TO HAND WOULD HELP PREVENT THIS. WE ARE 
THEREFORE FLYING THE ORIGINAL WARRANT TO SAN FRANCISCO BY HAND 
OF PILOT (COPY BY FAX TO THE NIO) SO THAT SMYTH CAN STILL LEAVE 
ON SATURDAY.

3. THE WHITE HOUSE REMAIN NERVOUS ABOUT REACTIONS FROM THE 
IRISH AMERICAN COMMUNITY. THE PRESIDENT, WHO HAS BEEN 
CONSULTED, EXPECTS TO TAKE 'SOME HEAT'. AS DISCUSSED WITH 
OAKDEN (NO 10), SODERBERG (NSC) HAS ASKED US TO KEEP NEWS OF 
THE SIGNATURE OF THE EXTRADITION WARRANT UNDER WRAPS UNTIL 
SMYTH IS IN THE AIR, TO MINIMISE THE SCOPE FOR SMYTH SUPPORTERS 
TO MOUNT A CAMPAIGN TO PREVENT HIS DEPARTURE. IF THE NEWS DOES 
LEAK, IT WOULD BE BEST IF IT CAME FROM US, NOT BRITISH, 
SOURCES.

4. THE ADMINISTRATION ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE EFFORTS WE HAVE 
MADE TO HELP THEM WITH DEFENSIVE BRIEFING. WHEN ASKED, THEY 
ARE LIKELY DRAW ON THE FACTS THAT SMYTH IS NOT TO BE PROSECUTED 
FOR JAIL-BREAKING, AND CAN CHOOSE WHETHER OR NOT TO COMPLETE 
HIS SENTENCE AT THE MAZE. WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMEN MAY ALSO 
EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT TIME SERVED BY SMYTH IN US JAILS MIGHT BE 
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COUNTc ^j  TOWARDS HIS REMISSION, IN THE CONTEXT OF ANY 
CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES WHICH THE UK AUTHORITIES MAY 
CONSIDER APPROPRIATE AT A LATER DATE. WE HAVE WARNED THEM 
THAT, IF THEY DO THIS, WE WILL PROBABLY HAVE TO RESPOND THAT 
THE LAW ONLY ALLOWS THE NORTHERN IRELAND SECRETARY DISCRETION 
IN THIS AREA IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES.
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