
The National Archives reference PREM 19/6085

Janvary 1lth '97, revised 19th January '97, revised

nuary 1997.

s

ks presided over by Senator Mitchell were created to

a mechanism for the involvement of Sinn Fein/IRA in

itical process.

Mitchell in his report made the assumption that the

genuinely committed to peaceful means (his report was

in January 1996, before the breakdown of the cease-

Both HMG and the Dublin government were working on the

ion that violence would not return if Sinn Fein had

to the Talks, and designed the process accordingly.

Whatevler one might say about these judgements, the curzent

lon 1s that SE/IRA is embarked upon a vicious and

provodative campaign whose first objective is the full scale

re-endagement of the Loyalist paramilitaries in terzorism.

ives to be drawn into a process which provides for the

ivql at the table of these provocateurs, as they clearly

e the views expressed by the Prime Minister before

:sinas on the terms he might apply to the possible entry of

, but would observe that things may change, the

n: may change, ard more importantly there is no

s between the parties on the circumstances under which

sz shbuld or could join

esgerce, UUP sees no specz of or justification for SF

invo.fement in the negotiacicns, while SDLP, Cublin and some

otherb see them at the table immediately after a cease-fire,

{aven|1f that is tactical), and a signing up to the Mitchell

principles. These differences represent the chasm between us,

and a|bridge over it is nct apparent to us.

The clirzent Talks orocess is a means to an end, not an end

f. e ourseives at an impasse, and it is our

ve ducy o overcome obstacles. We suggest below a

le way of achieving tais. We cannot allow the current

structure to become an cbstacle to progress itself.
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politichl life of our Brovince however, as there are other

ways in| which we can proceed. UUP feels that there are a wide

range of general confidence building measures which can be

he effect of which would be the generation of trust

cted general election campaign should not be allowed

yse good government in Northern Ireland.

hat even changes in government have only a marginal
n the day to day life of che citizen, it is imperative

is given to sound sdminiscracion, unhindered by

controversies.

ical that all those committed to democracy can play a
echer to build on the wide areas of common interest

that efist, and ensure that there is no political vacuum. In

je must decide on a series of things that we can

aczuallly DO.

ADDRESYING THE ISSUES

UGP celieves that a wide range of issues can be addressed, and

addresded now. We have proposals which make suggestions

coveridy 'all three strands', together with proposals in the

reas f 'justice and rights' which, because of their special

signiffcance, mezit particular attention.

uggestions do aot constituze a final resolution to the

colems we face; racher they represent an interim set of
1s, designed to wazds solutions, but i

ghich involves no const: a2l compromise on either

e skatch out our suggestions hereunder;

1 matters.

s a general desire amongst local politicians to have

uence over our sconomic, social and political

Local economic deveiopment has been one of our

scories over the last few vears. Councils have been

larly effsctive here. Good crOSS party SUPPOIt exists

h measures.

ages that red relationship should

Secween Government and local politicians,
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)tnerk' perhaps represented by the G7 or similar 
groups, to

bake a kontribution, as required. The aims would include:-
helpind in the search for inward investment, the development
of pardnerships and a place where local politicians 

can learn

sore adout the administration of Northern Ireland, and
Themselves, or with others, begin to contribute to p

olicy

formatfon in the social and economic fialds. Polit
ical matters

could 4lso be raised or referzed.

auch uld be flexible enough to allow for the 'social

weasurd 2. Local Government has been hampered in
 recent years

by che|failure of ALANI to attract widespread supporC. 
This

eiould|be rectified. UUP is willing to discuss with 
others a

cevitajised or replacement body. A new constitution for t
his

ould confine its role to local government matters and
that it is cepresentative of Councils. Its

committees and office-bearers should be reflective

main political traditions as well as geographic

diversficy in Northern Ireland. 
.

and 263 matzers.

e 3. Working within the same structured relationship

led to apove, UUP is willing to explore (outside the
ment) how matters of mucual

<t and bensfit can be discussed or pursued with cthe
odriate representatives of the Republic of Ireland; the

se
er :ransferzed or non transferred matters.

o ervisages a particular emphasis on

5 Lssuas in this area, and as would be the case in our

nc @ proposals, see 4 speciiic role for our MEPS,

cperation has set an example of what can be

d ve prepared to exchange views with other elected

cians on how we couid address the void of
hac presently exists between politicians in

5 hose in the Republic of Ireland.

TS ISSUES

ques of human rights, group rights and other

Sssues are very S e matters in our situation,

secause of tnis, we must seek a suitable
shey 2re addressed.
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UK dome:

option

need to

Europea

discuss

uu? is

asi- vi

issues,

leg:slal

terrori,

RE 97

TALKS"

S. The incorporation of che European Convention 
into

tic law would be our first preference, but a local
v also exist. Furthermore, a special protocol would

be incorporated to take account of group issu
es

examples from OSCE for instance, are worth

ng.

nxious to see discussion facilitaced on matters such

~in support, the 'disappeared’, prisons and prisonez

beatings, policing and police governance, relevant

jon, and irter-jurisdictioral co-operation o
n

t issues


