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ANALYSES

The TalLlks presided over by Senator Mitchell were created To
provide a mechanism for the involvement of Sinn Fein/IRA in
the peflitical process.

Senator Mitchell in his report made the assumption that the
IRA was gJgenuinely committed to peaceful means (his repcrt was
signed in January 1996, before the breakdown of the cease-
fire) .| Both HMG and the Dublin government were working on the
assumption that violence would not return if Sinn Fein had
access to the Talks, and designed the process accordingly.

Whatever cne might say about these judgements, the current
position 1s that SE/IRA is embarked upon a vicious and
provodative campaign whose first objective is the full scale
re-endagement of the Loyalist paramilitaries in terrcrism.

thems ives to ae d;awn lntu a prncess wh;ch prﬂvldes for the
_ear‘y

by exglusively peaceful means, and have ccmprehensively
trated theiz rejection of the principle of consent.

We ncie the views expressed Dy the Prime Minister before

C-risimas on the terms ne might apply to the possible entry of
bur would cbserve that things may change, the

- ant mav change, and more importantly there is no

consets.s petween the parties oa the circumstances under which

S sheuld or covld jolin.

“n asgerce, UUP sees no crospect of or justification Zcr SF
invo.tement in the negotiacicns, while SDLP, Cublin anda some
otherk see them at the table immed:iately after a cease-fire,
raven| if that is tacticall, and a signing up to the Mitchell
orinciples. These differences represent the chasm between us,
and albridge over it is n¢t apparent to us.

The cl Talks process is a means to an end, not an end in
itsellf. Find ourselves at an impasse, and it 1s our

cOll ' 1 =0 overcome obstacles. We suggas pelow a
pOSSs1y \ acaieving tais. We cannot allow the curzent
Talxs i *o become an obstacle to progress itsell.

[
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TERNATIVES

This hiptus should not be allowed to bring to a halt the
colitichl life of our Province however, as there are other
wavs in| which we can proceed. UUP feels that there are a wide
range of general confidence building measures which can be
taken, the effect of which would be the generation of trust
and confidence within the pelitical system.

3 protrpcted general elecrion campaign should not be allowed
yse good government in Northern Ireland.

at even changes in government have only a marginal
n the day to day life of the citizen, it is imperative
that irjsctitutions in the FProvince be united in ensuring that
Lori is given to sound administration, unhindered by
controversies.

iral that all those committed to democracy can play a
ecther to build on the wide areas of common interest

uggestions do aot constitute a final resoluticn teo the
colems we face; racher they represent an interim set of
15, designed to Se.z us Wc=-x< towards solutions, but in

yhich involves no constituticna. compromise on either

de skatch auT our suggestisns hereunder;

! mAattLers.

s a general desire amcngst local poiiticians to have
f_uence over our gcsnomic, social and political

s. Local econcomic develorment has been one of our
stzcries over the last few vears. Councils have been

larly effactive hers. Good Tross party sSupport exists

h measures.

- o
2

UUP envisages that : ed relationship should
in pLace Cetween Governmern local politicians,
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Luld be flexible enough to allow for the 'social

1ich w
G7 or similar groups, To

artners' perhaps represented by the
make a kontribution, as requirred. The aims would include:-
nelping in the search for inward investment, the development
of partnerships and a place where local politicians can learn
more agour the administration of Northern Ireland, and
themselves, or with others, begin to contribute to policy
formation in the social and economic fialds. Political matters

could also be raised or referred.

Measuré 2. Local Gevernment has been hampered in recent years
by the|failure of ALANI to attract widespread support. This
s~auld|be rectified. UUP is willing to discuss with others a
revitalised or replacement body. A new constitution for this
Lould confine its role to local government matters and
apsure| that it is representative of all Councils. Its
priacipal committees and office-pearers should be reflective
of the| main political traditions as well as geographlc
diversfity in Northern Ireland. .

pcdy 5|

283 matters.

Working within the same structured relationship
JuD is willing to explore (outside the
of the Anglo-irish Agreement) how mattecs of mutual
= and bernafit can be discussed or pursued with the
riata represenctatives of the Repub.ic of Ireland; these

be sicner -ransfarzed Oor non rransferred matters.

ed to apove,

1. UUP also ervisages a particular emphasis on

Mazsufe 4.
Turopkan 1ssuas 1n this arsea, a~d as would be the case 1in our
im-g-im Stzand . prcposals, see a spec:i’c role for our MEFs,
wn-sel| 2g~-cperation has a_rszacdy set an example of what can be

e e T =4

ared to exchange views with other elected

CCF whbuld be prep
politficians Sn NOW We ~suid address the void of

m: sunferszanding that presently exists between politicians in
vyortHern Irelaz: and those in the Republic of Ireland.

1SSUES

END RIGHTS

2 rpuman rights, group rights and other
l-g izsues are very ssnsSiTlvVe MATL2CS N QUI gituation,
racisely oecacvse of this, We must seek a suitable
v -»ay are addrassed.

Anoie guest-ol C

-

nisre <o ATSULE Ll
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aeasure 5. The incorporation of che Eurcpean Convention 1.1111:::

UK domedtic law weuld be our first prefarence, but a iaca_Ld
option y alse exist. Furthermocre, a special protoco fnu
need to|be incorporated to take account of group lssues;
Europeag examples from OSCE for instance, are worth
discussing.

pUP is §nxious to ses discussion fac;litatgd on matters sucg
as:- wi¢sim support, the 'disappeared', prisoens and prisonex
issues, |beatings, policing and po.lce governance, relevant
legislagion, ana inter-jurisdictioral co-operation ©n
cerrorift issues.

RE '97
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