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REPATRIATION TO TW/MfttaLIC OF IRELAND OF THREE TERRORIST 
PRISONERS - NOTM? FOR 'TELEPHONE CALL TO NO. 10

; ■

The Home SêCretâ^- hfts decided to agree, to the requests of 
three tsrrorisWriSvners for repatriation to the Republic 
Of Ireland-. K, . ■
There may de interest in tNH movement of these
prisoners they are determinate sentence prisoners
and unlikely tOttràct individual attention). Two earlier 
repatriations Wk terrorist prisoners to the Republic 
attracted cbns^OTjüràfeie attention in the Republic itself and 
some, but shortlived, interest here.
Given the genchà sensitivity of terrorist prisoner issues 
and the ongoinHtaikU in Belfast, the HOme Secretary would 
be grateful any particular concerns no. 10 may
have regarding timing of the movement of the prisoners 
to the Repùblf^ (enquiries are also being made of NIO).
(Note: .AlthMW>M' Hvrns Secretary h*s agreed to these 
requests the ^®<®hers must consider add sign the relevant 
consent .fOrmsE.'WU Irish authorities must then obtain 
warrants from WAlr^Own courts. This process may take up 
to 6 weeks giyWtzhat there are no compelling compassionate 
or other urga^factors.)

' fVÛ. '
'ÿv.{.. '

Background (may Sn as needed)
The Home Secretary tzo Northern Ireland Committee colleagues 
on 25 April about tàHU repatriation requests. In particular, 
the Home SScrdîràr^iWW^dàcerned about ths implications of the 
Irish authorities^ approach to terrorist prisoner releases during 
the ceasefire for Wis 'integrity of the sentences of those 
requesting repatriàWon should the requests be agreed.

âIrish officials had.wgviously indicated that nave in exceptional 
circumstances repatWat&d prisoners could expect to serve 75» of 
the remainder of th®.hfhtences at ths point of transfer to the 
Republic. The .HoàPsqMary therefore wrote (30 May) to the 
Irish Minister LUU' SWtice seeking deification of the 
circumstances whichHiqhf warrant "excepticattkl" treatment. The 
Irish Minister confmhtied (21 June) that future developments in 
Northern Ireland mieffifc fàll into that category but has indicated 
that such developments 'Would lead to consultation with the 
British Goverhtent.gÇ:prisoner issues.

There are 14 Q&ter outstanding terrorist repatriation 
applications. Thtw.'will be referred to the Republic in due 
course. Decisions Wi^heoe cases will be taken in the light of 
all the relevant Cwrçittices and the undertakings provided by 
the Irish authoritWs'M respect of each cade.
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