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Tel. Belfast (0232) 520700

John Holmes Esq

Privq. e Secxetary to the /\ v dh-l--v‘-‘}
Pri Minister

10 Doyning Street .

LONDO

SW1A RAA {)L 2% geptember 1996

{ Deas Tolann,
HUME/ADAMS : FOLLOW-~UPTO NI COMMITTER

' My Sécretary of State has reviewed whether this morning‘s

excellent arrests and finde should affect the approach

agreed by NI last Thursday.

He hhs concluded that the approcach remains valid. The finds

confiiym what we already knew, and have warned NI, about the

immediate intentions, but do not give a freshIRAI ~

We still need toindijcation about their long term strategy.

resgond to Hume, and to do so in a manner which does not

gppdar to dismiss out of hand what may be presented as a
)

genyine approach about a possible ceasefire.
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~ However, my Secretary of State has decided not to broach the

: - s with Mr Trimble today. Once the dust has -settled he

int Fi: ind a suitable opportunity to do so in the next
couple "*F‘ ays, by which time wider reaction to today’s

ents will ma‘o be clearexr. If he briefs Mr Trimble by

2] H i clear the way for Michael Ancram to brief

nmentd ng his visit to washington at the end

et 7:’,3‘:.%‘3,.‘ l(!' Hume can go thereafter.

; wall ’” :l.ve further phone calls

it our ‘: sponge. We do not wishI# -
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to giye him the impression that he is being cold shouldered,

nor that we are not treating his endeavours seriously. If

he s contact you (or, indeed, you might like to contact

him ypurself), we suggest you make the following points:

- the Prime Minister has treated his approach

seriously, but his deep scepticism as to the IRA’s

intentions has been exacerbated by Monday’s finds;

- we do intend to respond in as positive a fashion as

possible, but, as he must know, the text he gave us

‘ on 6 September covered a host of issues not
mentioned before;

) - when we reply, it will be to set out our position

in as positive and clear a fashion as possible, but

we will not enter into negotiations on it;

- we have all along stressed the crucial role of

events on the ground: Monday‘s finds only make it

~ all the harder to take Adams’ words at face value.
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