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.&he Reverend Dr I R K Paisley MP MEP

256 Ravenhill Road
BELFAST
BT6 8GJ February 1997

LETTER FOR SIGNATURE BY MPRIME MINISTER

At my short meeting with you and ﬁh@ other Northern Ireland
Party leaders on 23 January, you raised, on behalf of the
Vice—-Chancellor of the Queen’s University, Belfasff the
issue of cuts in university research funding ovér the next

=S,

three years. I undertook to look into

wWrite—to—zou.

As you know, the Government is firmly co
maintaining control of public expendi e so as to reduce
borrowing and keep i on low. Northern Ireland must

ay its part in contributing to this.

'

In his statement of 10 December ﬁéé; on the Public
Expendlture Plans for Northern Yéeland for the next three

, / fie
years, APatrlck Mayhew annéﬁﬁé%ﬂ that 1n411ght of renewed
terrorist activity and publlq/dlsorder, he had to restore

Law and Order as the Government s top spending priority in
Northern Ireland‘i Patrick’s statement made it clear that.,ghdaﬁ'ﬂk

Me additional resources ; for Law and Order Lﬁ, GoreneX '

inevitably meant e#4t less resources were—available for fa“”“/

Difficult decisions L

s
therefore had to be taken about these-areas where reductions 5«,hd&ﬂ7

should be made. [ /UJ7Q\
\ € £ foadr P,
, Outig . e, /
H—regard—to—the—funrding—atiocated—£fer Education im—the

~Province.. it was decided that resources should be
concentrated on schools - and the classroom in particular -
seﬁgé to maintain, as far as is possible, the real value of
the existing school!&’ budget.
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relrodont
18 EEls background[?hat yniversity research
Z\:he areas %M
decrded—that reductions were—rmecessary. While I fully

recognise that any decision to reduce research funding to

funding one of

the two Northern Ireland universities is unwelcome, I can

assure you that the decision was not taken lightly.

The Northern Ireland Higher Education Council is currently
undertaking a review of the funding of university research
in Northern Ireland, ' ' to be completed m

thé Spring. of—%h&s—yearwa;é will prov1de an opportunlty.igg_v% fﬂﬁf
the whole-quesﬁﬂ&ﬁ of the qﬁanfﬁﬁrof university research At

funding in Northern Ireland to be receasidered for the 1997

Public Expenditure round.

I am copying this letter to the other NI political leaders

who attended our meeting.
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John Hume Esq MP MEP
5 Bayview Terrace
LONDONDERRY

BT48 7EE

Robert McCartney Esqg QC MP
10 Hamilton Road

BANGOR

Co Down

BT20 4LE

David Trimble Esq MP
2 Queen Street
LURGAN

Craigavon

Co Armagh

BT66 8BQ

-—

Lord Alderdice/of Knock‘)
55 Knock Road — '
BELFAST

BT5 6LB
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