The National Archives' reference PREM 19/6087

S OF § PRIVATE OFFICE 17121067227 12.05/6T. 12:000. 37353018 2/4 6/18

Veoey Wt

TRANSCRIPT - GOOD MORNING ULSTER, 13 FEBRUARY 1987
WIERN(EW witH LoeRANE MC Loy

Interviewer

There was widespread condemnation of the killing of the 23-year-old
rance Bombardier Stephen Restorick at a checkpoint in South Armagh
yesterday evening. He gerved in the third regiment Royal Horse
Artillery, his commanding officers paid tribute to his soldier
‘gaying his love of life ensured he always made the bast of what he
was doing. When he was shot Lancs Bombardier Restorick was talking
to a woman motorist. Lorraine McIlroy was cut by flying glass. She
spoke to me by phone from her home in Bessbrook.

lorraine McIlroy

Bagically I know I just beard them saying there about flying glass.
We are not actually sure. Ome of the soldiers that was injured, now
he actually thinoks that it was the game bullet that killed the
soldier that grazed my eye after jt came through him., Tt ricocheted
from his gun and in passing grazed my head.

1t must have been an enormous ghock for you?

Lorraine McIlroy

Yes it was. It was dreadful especially because with ue going
through the checkpoints 80 often, the soldiers recognise you and
they will smile at you and you know have a word for you and that is
exactly what happened. The soldier you kpow he took the licence of
me and checked it end was smiling and handing it back to me when it
bappened. I don’t even think I had the liceace out of his band.

can you tell us what did happen?

lorraine Mcllroy

311 I remember about it was that as 1 said the soldier checkad the
licence and bandad it back Lo me and smiled and thanked me and just
straight away as I would describe as a crack and a flash and all I
kpew there was blood pouring from my head. I actually thought that
1 had been shot and my husband who was with me thought the same and
I then heard the soldier groaning, he was on the ground beside my
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car and obviously the first thought that came into my head I wanted
to help him you khow and there was nothing I could do and I thiok it
was actually sou% minutes later before the other soldiers who I
think at that stdge were thinking about further attacks, they came
from their bases to see what had happened and to help him but
unfortunately it wasn’t to be.

Was there a dagree of panic at that?
‘!r..

Lorraine McIlroay

Yes.

I suppose as you say a shot literally in the dark it is hard to tell
from where it came, how many people were involved and so on. There
was no sign anywhere around you of where the shot came from?

lorraine Mcllroy

No mot at all. We were down buying ice-cream for our children that
was it you koow and just coming along just a pormal procedure
handing in the licence, getting it checked, that was it and it is
just as I said it’s my thoughts are with the soldier’s family for it
was just so awful. I was with him in the ambulance geing to the
hospital. You know to think that a young map stood doing his work
in a very pleasant manner as I said he was there smiling and to
think a while later he was dead and I think the hoxrific part of it
is that as I said they think at the moment that it was the same
pullet that actually hit my head as well and it is quite likely 3k
that is the case that had I been turned slightly facing the soldier
1 too would be dead. As I have said what are those people going to
say to my children and my husband. It is just 8o mindless and 80
very very sad.

And in a strange way all the more so for the normality which gparked
it, as you say you were just going to get ice-cream for the
children. One minute everything was normal and the next minute that
had all stopped.
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Lorraine McIlroy
That is just it. As T said whoever fired that shot could see me

sitting in that car sepeaking to the soldier. I bad a baby seat in
the back. They couldn’t sec that my baby wasn’t in the scat. Hc
pormally would be and there was just no regard for what lives were
going to be taken as long as they killed the poor soldier it didn°t
matter who went with him., I just feel so angry about it, so very
very angry and it is awful now to thipk that is this the start of iL
gll again that our childres have to grow up with and we have to put
up-with.

if those people were listening to you this morning Mrs McIlroy vhat

would yeu want te say to thom?

Lorraine McIlroy

I would just say you know what is really the point of saying
anything to thcm beceuss that gort. of people what I bhad to say, ¥what
that soldier’s girlfriend, his parents have to say wouldn‘t matter
to them because as far as I think people who would do that don’t
have the mind to listen to other pecple, that is really it. ae I
said they didn’t care who they Kllled as lonpg as somecne was killed
it didn’t matter who else was hurt in the proceak and just to watch
that young man dying last night I think he was only 23 or 24 it vas
the saddest thipg I ever seen and I just felt eo helpless you know I
gat in the car, we saw it my husband aod I and the other scldier
thought I also had becn shot but now they think it wao a ricochet as
such but the blood was pouring from me, the soldier vas lying on the
ground and I just felt I had to do gomething for bhim but there was
pothing I could do, nothing at all apd I just feel so very very
gorry for his family and I aiso feel so ashaped that people will
start tarring ue all with the ome prush but fortunately most of us

are not like that.
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