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John, a Chara, . _
Please {ind below Sinp lcin's wers to the questions; from the British
government which you sent to mcaq:t Iriday. AL
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Sinn Fein is commilled lo wurk! for an end to conflicl regardless of the
difficulties involved. Our peace sirpiegy and our commitmept to peaceful and
democeratic methods is the cornersione of our party policy. We are committed to
inclusive democratic negotiations. ; These will best be conducied in a wholly
peaceful environment. In order (o cfeate this Sinn 'ein i working for an end to
all armed actions by all the groups.invoived. We can, with ility, seek to
persuade the IRA (o restore the ce+sation of August 1994, when a mca.ningf\.:l
and inclusive process of negoliation is genuinely being offered. In our view this
is the only effective way to procecd.

With this objective in mind Sinn Jiein has identified, publicy and privately
(Note 1), a number af key issucs wWhich need 1o be deall wilh adequaiely and
unambjguously, if we arc to make ' a credible argument tha} an inclusive and
meaningful process of negotiations iy on vifer. f

1

‘The position of the two governmentk as outlined in the Joint fommunique of 28
Yebruary 1996 is thal Sinn Fein's bpartictpation in negotiajions requires the
restoration of the ceascfire of A(gust 1994”. Sinn Fein believes that any
rertoration by the IRA of ils cespation of August 1994 pill be genuinely
unequivocal, contahving a clcar a ; unambiguous commitment to enhance a

genuine peace procers. : |

Sinn Fein has the demwcratic rig*\t ¢ be involved in nepotiations and to
represent our eleclorate on the basis of our established elect mandate. Thero
should be no preconditions 1o dialogue and negotiations. j

|

Noie (1), l

In corrcspondence (o John hajoc, to John Hume accomplnying the
October 10 pusition, in the:memo to John Hume in respdnse to his
suggested Questions and Ankwers on 30/1/97 and in the wording of the
October 30 positions on the i » of; :

1. Sian lein endsy into diel :
2. Removal of preconditions.
3. Timeframe.

4. Confidence bullding

AZ. Sinn Fein have already publicly imade clear our commitmgnt to the Mitchell
Principles and we will do 80 formally when we enfer negotia . Sinn Fein can

only speak for ourselves and on bdhalf of our clectorate. Sifin Fein is not the
IRA. Dut we recognise and acknawlledgc the IKA's staled intejilion of enhancing
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the dem@aﬁc peacc: process and the IRA's definitive commitment to its success.
» - {
It 1;8 sclf-evident that threats of any description from any quagter have no role 1o
g y in a Process of deinucratic pegotiations. We are whplly committed to
emocratic negotiations and to a detocratic outcome of those negotiations.
A3. Yes. It is Sinn Fein's infention in excrcise our democrati¢ right to raise any
issue of concern in the rwegotiations.

?

:4. Yes. P.qualily.of treatment ilﬁ an casential ingredient.of any process of
emocratic negotiations. Sinn I'ein wholly endorscs an approach, where all

partics are subject Lo the same rules ind procedures in the negbtiations.
i

AS. The removal of the gun fmm‘l the polits jon in '
political eguation in Ireland is a clea
objective of a lasting peace settlemerjt. K : -

Given the importance of this objedlive the approach should be one which js
most }ikgly to succeed rather than; one which blocks and disrupts the wider
negotiations which arc based on ‘hc principic {hat nothing is agreed until
everything is agreed. The issue of difarmament needs to be resolved but without

blocking the negotiations. :
., f |
Sinn Fein have ajrcady stated our wi’lmgness to address all aspects of the Report

of thg l}\temaliona} Body in the r:omcxt of our particip*tion in inclusive
negotiations. :
| !

Sinn Fein is prepared tu consider any proposals which addre I the need to take
all the guns out of lrish politick and we will be puttTng forward, for

consideration, our proposals on this {ssue.

‘ 3
A6. Sinn Fein will approach the negfiations an the sole basis‘of our democratic
mandate. We arc totally commi(ldd to peaccful and democratic means of
resolving political problems | !

Sinn Fein endorses the suggesliohs on confidence buildi‘pg made by the
Internalional Body in Chapter Vi) ¢f their report. As the International Body
remarked, there is & nced for action by the British Government on prisoners,
emergency legislation, policing and c&\ social and ecomomic isz:}cs.

|

do not required any negotiation. The British government coujd and should act
on these jssues immediately if they wish lo demanstrate an irjterest in building
confidence in their approach 1o the seprch for a Jasting peace.

i

In particular, issues of equality wh’i%: arc democratic or human rights matters

Sinn Fein believes that an uncquivogal restoration of the IRA cessation would
represent the most important confid mce building initiative on the 1RA's part.
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