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John, a Chara, |

Please f{ind below Sinn lvin's wers to the questions: from the DBritish

government which you sent to mcuq:t I'nday. }:
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Sinn Fein is commilled to work for an end to conflicl jregardless of the

difficulties involved. Qur peace strplegy and our commitmept to peaceful and

demoeratic methods is the cornersione of our party policy. We are committed to

inclusive democratic negotiations. | These will best be condpcied in a wholly

peaceful environment. In order o cfcate this Sinn ein is working for an end to

all armed actions by all the groups.invoived. We can, with ility, seek to

persuade the IRA (o restore the ce+safion of August 1994, when a mea.ningf\.al

and inclusive process of negotialions is genuinely being offercyd. In our view this
is the only effective way to procecd. |

With this objective in mind Sinn Jein has identified, publicy and privately

(Note 1), a number of key issucs which need 1o be deall wilh adequalely and
unambjguously, if we arc to makea credible argument thal an inclusive and
meaningful process of negotiations iy on vifer. |

!

‘The position of the two govc:nmentis as outlined in the Joint Communique of 28

February 1996 is that Sinn Fein's hparticipation in negotiajions requires the

restoration of the ceascfirc of Apgust 19947, Sinn Fein pelieves that any

restoration by the JRA of ils cespation of August 1994 will be genuinely
unequivocal, contahing a clear a ; upambiguous commitment to enhance a

genuine peace procers.

Sinn I'ein has the demwcratic rig+t ¢ be involved in nepotiations and to
represent our electorate on the basis of our established elect mandate. There
should be no preconditions to dislogue and negotiations.
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In eorrespondence to John Najoc, to John Hume accompinying the
October 10 pusition, in the memo to John Hume in rex to his

suggested Questions andA ‘ on 30/1/97and in thew ]flh\goflhe
i » of; :

1. Stawva Pein enlsy into diel

2. Removal of preconditions.

3. Timeframe.

€. Confidence bullding

AZ. Sinm Fein have already publicly imade clear our commitmpnt to the Mitchell
Principles and we will do 80 formally when we enter negotia . Sinn Fein can

only speak for ourselves and on bdhalf of our clectorate. Sijin Fein is not the
IRA. Dut we recognise and acknawllcdgc the IKA's stated intehilion of enhancing
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the democratic peace: process and the IRA's definitive commitment to its success.
» .t !lis sclf-evident that threats of any gescription from any quaxter have no role 1o

play in & process of deinucratic pegotiations. We are wholly committed to
democratic negotiations and to a defnocratic outcome of those negotiations.

A3. Yes. It is Sinn Fein's infention in excreise our democrati¢ right to raise any
iesue of concern in the regotiations.|

A4. Yes. FEquality of treatment i§ an cssential ingredient.of any process of
democratic negotiations. Sinn Fein wholly endorscs an approach, where all
partics are subject to the same rules and procedures in the negbtiations.

i

AS. The removal of the gun from the political equation in Ircland is a clear
objective of a lasting peace settiemerjt. ;

Given the importance of this vbjedlive the approach should be one which js
most likely to succeed rather than! vne which blocks and disrupts the wider
negotiations which arc based on ‘hc principle that nothing is agreed until
everything is agreed. The issuc of digarmament needs to be resalved but without
blocking the negotiations. :

Sinn Fein have ajrcady stated our wi’lingnes lo address all aspects of the Report
of the Iniernalional Body in the romcxt of our pcrtjcipfition in inclusive

‘ ‘

negotiations.

. L] . , tSinn Fein is prepared tv consider an proposals which addreas the need to takeall the guns out of lrish politick and we will be puttTng forward, for
consideration, our proposals on this {ssue. -

‘ :
A6. Sinn Fein will approach the neghiiations on the sole basisiof our democratic
mandate. We are totally commilidd to peaccful and democratic means of
resolving political problems i |

1

Sinn Fein endorses the suggesliohs on confidence !mild'i g made by the
Internalional Body in Chapter Vi) ¢f their report. As the International Body
remarked, there is & nced for action by the British Government on prisoners,
emergency legislation, policing and ojy social and economic issyes.

|

do not required any negotiation. The British government could and should act
on these jssues immediately if thoy wish lo demanatrate an injterest in building
confidence in their approach 1o the seprch for a lasting peace.

a

In particular, issues of equality wh’i%: arc democratic or human rights matters

Sinn Fein believes that an unequivogal restoration of the IRA cessation would
represent the most important confid mce building initiative on the 1RA's part.
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