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SECURITY | FORCE RESPONSE TO RECENT ATTACKS

The purpgse of this note is to inform the Minister of the security

force rejponse to recent PIRA attacks. They have not, as has been
in some local newspapers, re-introduced all the measures

guggeste
in place [prior to 31 August 1994, but clearly with each additional

attack, dgteps have to be taken to counter the threat.

The most |visible sign of the increased security effort is the
increase& profile now being adopted by the Army at the request of
the RUC. | Full details of the new measures in place are listed below

and are Lroken down by region.
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The Army| are now accompanying:

RUC xeutine patrgls (vehicla and footl in 'B' Division

(West |Belfast) ;
RUC £@ot patrols in 'D' Division (North Belfast):

RUC Ngighbourhood Unit foot patrols in Markets, Short Strand =nd
Oxmeay areas of South/East Belfast (as a direct result of the
attacy on the Chichester Street sangar on Tuesday 7 January);

and are patrolling in Baagor, Lisburn and the Strandtown area of
Belfast.| Snap VCPs manned by both RUC and Army can be located
throughoypt the region. In addition RUC patrols in the city centre
have been strengthened and are protected by MSU personnel.

Furthe re, a8 limited number of phyéical security measures have

been re-jintroduced, with rocket screens being erected at vulnerable
bases and the Belfast city centre security gates being closed as
necessa between 10.00 pm and &.00 am.

Nerth Regian

Following the incident on 7 December when a burned-out HGV
containi HME was discovered at the border near Rosslea, the Army
have stejzed up routipe patrolling in Fermanagh. In Londonderry
there is |still pnp routine support to the RUC in the city, though
there hag been some military accompaniment to VCPs on Foyle Bridge.

The RUC have requested limited Armmy accompaniment in areas West of

Lhe Fovlel to counter the Mark 16 horizontal mortar threat on RUC
vehicles |- (this will commence shorLly and was requesi.ed before the
attack on the RUC patrol on Wednesday 8 January). A limited number
of physichl security measures have also been introduced in the
region, ipcluding the closure of Strand Road and the imstallation of
a securi chicane at Rosslea RUC Station.
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the latest incidents, the Army had already adopted a higher
patrolling profile in South Region because of the prevailing threat.
Since egrly Decembey 1996, however, particularly in the Armagh and

i D_supplemented by "surge* operagions,
ie swamging small areas with concentruted numbers of troops for
short periode of time to disrupl potential attacks. On oecasions
these areas have included Nationalist housing estates. In addition
police frolling in South Armagh has been limited to counter sniper
attacks.| On the physical security side. Lown centre barxiers are
regularlly closed in Portadown, Armagh, Lurgan, Markethill and
Banbridge.

Conclusipn

At this ptage, the security forces Tegponse continues to be a
measured| one appropriate to the level of threat. The latest attacks
do however mean that the pace of re-introducing security measures
hae gathered some momentum. For example, in addition to the more

major medsures outlined above, other minor steps have been taken
such as the closure of a narrow country road heading out of Belfast
and the Bricking up of derelict prxoperty in Dungannon. Qf greater
significgnce perhaps, was a call to this office from ACC Lewis
enquiring about the procedure for extending the Control Zone Order.
Clearly i{n the aftermath of spate of hoax alerts in Bel{dst this
week the [RUC are giving consideration to re-introducing at least
some of the parking restrictions that were in force prior to

31 August 1994.

The Minigter will also be aware that a Unionist delegation is to
meet ACC ([Stewart today to demand the return of security measures
that werq in place prior to the ceasefire. wWe understand they will
be pressing for greater overt security, but not for a “ring of
gteel" arpund Belfast. It will be important therefore, at every
opportunity that we get across the message that the increase in
security @and the consequential restriction on freedom of movement
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and 1ncjease in inconvenience to the general public are a dqi

to the action of the terrorist.

Signed

TOM
SHA Ext R7017
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