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INSIDE POLITICY: wmﬂw ” il

Jim Dougal |

|
Tbe political talks resumed thig week amid fresh claims
wa6 over. The -politics] partieg wﬁ%{‘ wer the is
the RUC and the Northern Ireland | ?f d g ! ['The Gonklabl
Ronnie Flamagan, maintained recent bomb sttacks on republicens wes ” Jw

oxtreme Joyslist groups. The Secretary of State, Sir Patrick Mg S reluctlant
1o say that meant the ceasefire had been ended, suggesting that since it had been *
called by the Combinod Loyalist Military Command it would be up to tha gronp to
53y L was over. That stance drew criticig fog the DUP and the UK Unjonist
Robert McCariney who accused the Gavermnment of sttempting to keep lniggiﬁ's in
the talks in the hopc of getting republicans in ps well 'While the Ulster Ug ists
belicve Ure loyalist ceasefire is slowly digintegrating they hope it won't bresk down
and people should not rush to expe! the UDP and the PUP from the talks.
Mcanwhile, in the Commons the death of anothyer Frnservative MP Tan Mills mcms
the Govemment will be relying more tliay gver gn Ulster Unionist votcs. i Major
knows well that David Trimble could lm'w the key o the date of the genergl elgction.
Mr Trimblc joins me now. g | il
David Trimble, jan’t that a major setback for the Prime Minister - the death pf
Conservative MP Tan Mills? | Al

David Trimble
Yes, it was really quite unespected, Isn wap pnly §6 years old, and quits 4
surprisc and quite a shock that he digd. S il

Jim Dougal
It docs now put you in cven » more pivotal position, if that was possible, dogsn’t it?

Pavid Trimble
it puts all the small parties in an uncomfortable pegition and, as § say, up this
matier, there are haif-n-dozen small PUPings apd Any one of them iy

E

potentially significant in this situntion gnd all arg equally significant, it
depends on the circumstances, it depsnds on the jpsuc. Now, from oug | e
there’s no point trying to get in\rnw‘ in sopy of pseond guessing thesg Wfs or
too cinborate manoeuvres. Wﬂ] flﬂfi'“" tﬂ% at issues on their mgy Fﬂ

Jim Dougal

Couldn’t you use that position that yau hieve to make surc that Mr Major o fipucs
to do nothing that you would want hjm 10 do, that ypu wouldn't want him 10 de in
Lﬁ;:ﬂ; of the peace process, in terms of (rying. for exgmple, to get Sinn Fein Wﬂ the
lalkg : : y

David Trimble

John Major lnoked at this suggestion §at came forward in precisely whp
terms we do not know. We don’t know exactly wipt proposals were pyl
front of John Major Inst sutumn, He conpidercd ghem end medc s formgal
ktatement in the course of November. Now be made that stateruent, ) the
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‘ . Wwith reference to the merits, or otherwise, of the situstion. 1 don’t think he
made it becpuse of any pressure that I or others brought to bear and 1 dont
think the parliamentary situstion came into jt. Beeause - I think this is
important thet people realise this - on any issuc with regard to Northern
Jreland, Mr Major ie guaranteed the support of the Labour Party and Tony
Blnir has made that sbsolutely clear. He said that there'll be a scamicss join
between Government policies and his policics and so that he is going to
support, So if John Major weated to do something with regard to what is
called the peace process he can do it in absolute sssurance that the Labour

Party will support him on that and frustrate any revenge that any Northern
Ircland Party might want to ¢take.

Jim Dougal

Indeed, but you're not going to tell me, are you, that you would not use your
position {0 put pressure on Mr Major to do what you wanted him to do?

David Trimble

Look, whatever influence we have in terms of the telks process docen’t come
from parlismentary arithmetic, it comes from the fact that there is not a
credible talks process without ws. That is the important fact and that will be
the casc irrerpective of the size of the Government’s majority, that if it's
carrying out 8 political process in Northern Ireland, it needs the participation
of the Iargest party in Northern Ircland and that gives this party, snd quite
rightly gives this party, some influence.

Jim Dougal

OK, well can 1 go now to the loyalist ceaschirc and the notion that it has been
broken. Do you think it’s been broken?

David Trimbie

1¢’s clearly under considernble pressure. } used the phrasc carlicr of saying
that it appears to be disintegrating and J stress the word ‘appenrs’. Jt appears
to be disintegrating. We don’t want it to disintegrate, we dor’t want it to
cullapse. 1 think cvery responsiblc person in Northern Ireland wants 1o see
that ceascfire maintained on an honest basis. Now 2t the moment there is (he
question do we have a loyalist cossefive or not, end we don’t have a clear
Answer fo that. And I'm just saying that because we want to scc that ceasefire
sustained we shouldn’t rush to conclusions because if we were to do so in the
way that some other Unionists suggest, then you would accelerate the
breakdown of that ceasefire, and do you really want that? And I think those
people who are rushing prematurely to exclude the loyalist politica) parties
from the process, knowing that the conscquence must be to accelorate the
disintegration of the loyalist ceasefire and more violencs, really ought to
explain to peoplc why they're following a course of action that will actuslly
make the secarity situntion much worse. I have said, and we will ask the
Sceretary of State to make a forma) assessment and to give the participants in
the talks » formal assessment because be bas svailable to him sonrces of
information that are not available to ue and § want him to pay to the
participants in the talks process just exactly what the sssossment of himself
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and the sccarity forces actually s, and I think ﬁnt should be the starting point
for the discussion,

Jim Dougal
What about the Joyalists themgelves and indeed the CLMC. ... ey N0 ?

David Trimbie

Well of course they could. Of course 1 would be delighted were they 10 do so
and I think by referring to the so-called CLMC you’re putting your finger on
the persons who can resolve the ambiguity and they have been silent and that
of course, their silence, reinforces those who think that thoe ceascfive, the
loynlist ceasefire, is in the process of breaking down. It would be much better
if we had something clenrly coming from them but it’s nnt just a matter of
what is said. What is said is important, but what is snid has got to be credible.

Jim Dougsl
Indeed, would it have to be tested then?

Drvid Trimble

Yes, well 1 think it has got to be credible and we have got to make an
Assessment of it.

Jim Dougal
Oveor time?

David Trimble
Well, this is 8150 .....cso...nsity but it’s n question of where you're coming from.

Jim Dougal

You see, you appear to be tyying in your approach to be cucouraging the loyalists te
maintain the ceasefire; many pcople would support that and say it’s 8 very, very
propey thing to do.  Bul ou the other side of this argument there will be people who
find it difficult 10 undexstand wiy you can’t be-more amcnable in helping republicans
to call a now ceasefire? '

David Trimble

Well republicans have had plenty of opportunity to call a ceasefire and to mnake
it credible. We're dealing with a situatiop where the loyaliets did call a very
clear and uanequivocal ceasefire and maintained it against considerablc
provocstion for a considcrable extent. So J thiok the loyalists start with the
advantage of having established their good faith. Now, Sinn Fein/IRA never
did that. And so in terms of making asscssment there are factors to take into
account and you arc srying that you make the assessment over time. Yes, and
we're doing that, having come from a position where there was a credible
ccasefire which is breaking down. So we'rc not going to makc 8 snap
ssscsament as to whether it bas broken down. Similarly, if you're moving in
the other dircction from & situstion where there is no ceasefire, where you have
got a torrorist campaign ongoing and people arc calling a ceasefire, sgain in
terms of nsscssing whether they’re putting in place a genuine cessefire you
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mnke an assessment ovor time too. So I'm trying to cnsure that we du apply
the same standard to & complex situstion in a non-partisan manncr. Now
there's a lot of people running around being very, very partisan on this issue,
a8 you would expect, but I think we have got a responsibility ¢o try and

m:;;:eed in & way that has coacern for the interests of the people a5 » whole as
well.

Jim Dougal

Doesn’t it follow though that you should support John Hurme in his concern for the
mtcrests of peoplc in trying to ensure that the IRA call enotlier ceasefire?

David Trimble

Well, when John Hume embarked on this path, OK there werc decp
rercrvations about it, but when the matter appeared to come to fruition in
terms of the Downing Street Declaration, because the Downing Strect
Declaration wav would it bear in mind the point at which Governments and
others who were making a formal responge to it, bear in mind that the Ulster
Unfonist Party underwrote the principlos of the Downing Strect Declaration,
despite the fact that we came in for massive criticism from other people for so
doing, sn0 we have created the space and the opportunity for My Hume to
operate. Now, our recent criticism of Mr Mume particularly in terms of the
cnd of Inst year is that the credibility of the operation was .......ceevevevennee It
might have been possible to suspend judgement in August 1994 but as we saw
over the eighteen months that followed the absence of good faith, and then
after the 9th of February last year and all the bombs that have followed from
then, the credibility of the operation was seriously diminished,

Jim Dougal
And you think that there is no chanco that the IRA will call 8 ceasefire now, do you?

David Trimble

) wouldn’t rule out the possibility of another tactical manoeuvre particularly
geared to the general elestion, because there has been a fair smount of
spoculation that we might sco a ceasefire called just in the run-up to the
general clection purely for the purposes of enhancing the Sinn Fein vote and
embarrassing Joho Hume again.

Jim Dougsl
Do you think by the way that thc loyalists will be put out of tho talks?

David Irimble

Well, ] don’t want 10 make a prediction on that because I'm stil) hoping that
we can sustain a lnyalist ceasefire on credible terms, so § don’t want to make »
prediction.

Jim Dougal
Now on those talks thempelves, you’re in a situation where therc’s violence outside,
where you have failed to agreo with the SDLP ou a way forward on
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: . :ﬁ:&m"ﬂm'iﬂs” where there’s the possibility of the Prime Minister calling an
of, wouldn’t it be belter to put those talks in cold storage for a while?

David Trimble

t‘:::' ::::u?l ::::::?: tb“hin 8 sense 1 raised around sbout Christmas of saying
r where we were in torm .
dendlock. 3t’ not because of g i 8 of the talks. We arc in a

prioritics. Now in that situation I thiok we do have 0 draw
back and have a look at the situation. Iam reluctant to gee the political ’
proscss collapse and so cousequently I don’t want to see the talks go down
ive put in theiv place; 1 don’t want fo sec
:,thing positive being put in their place.
cking over, while, if we cnp’t make
Progress on that, so that they're there in casc the opportunity to make progrcss
i'sl;‘:;:‘ ::iv:l:r, bu't k‘: we can’t make progress on the dirget constitutivnal
; €2 the talks relate to then let v look st other as g
Wi e Sl iy other arens wherc it might be

Jim Dougal
Like what?

David Irimbje

::'cll, if you take what's going to happen in the course of this coming week, this
ursday coming there's going to be A meeting betwecn the Prime Minijster
sod myseif and John Bume and Lan Paisley on a specific issue,

Jim Dougal
Lducation Boards?

David Trimble

Elducmon Boards. anv this i the sort of ed hec co-operation that hap taken

place belmq the major parties in Northern Jreland from time to time on

;ocio-ecpnomnc issucs: it happens over beef, it bappens over fisherics, it’s

’ol;ipctn::g over _;:l';:catiou: it bappens from time to time. Now, why don’t we
at the pogsibility of doing that in a slichd more th h

slightly more structured way? . itk

Jim Dougal
At the talks?

David Trimbie

At or alongside the talks, Now i¢’s difficult to do it at the talks becausc the

talks nrc-formnl!y sbout constitutional issues and sn agenda has been adopted

gcrc which can’t be changed, Bug you could upe the opportunity that the fact
At people are gathered there together to do something slongeide - I’'m not
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simply snying lmmc# new structures. When I say in 8 structural way we can
do it in A sub-formalised manuer but we don’t necessarily necd legislation for

this o snything like that. Let’s sce if we can do something to show to people
that politicians in Northern Ircland can work together in a reguler and
regularised manner gnd to show that the political procoss is viable. T think we
have got an obligation to look st this rathor than just to sit back and say: ‘oh,
we're stuck now’ snil throw up our hands and do nothing. 1 think we have got
#n obligation to see H' we can do something of a positive nature,

Jim Dougal

Aud do you think at the samo time that those talks should not be abandoned or put
on hold? Do you believe they should continue?

David Trimble
1 don’t want to see that process disappenar without something better in its place

and | think to [eave 5 vacuum is actually to hand the jnjtiative to people who
don’t have our best interests at heart.

Jim Dougal
Well I'm joincd now by one of the representatives of the Joyalist parties at the
Stormont tatks, Billy Hutchinson of the PUP.

Billy Rutchinson, David Trimble has suggested that it would be a good idea if the
CLMC made a statcmont about the loyalist ceasefire (o clear this matter up. Isit
over or is it not?

Billy ISutchinson

1 think that there are two issues here. 1 think that what some peoplc want to
sec CLMC to do is to make & statement reference the two bombs under
republicans’ cars back in the latter end of ‘96 and ¥ think that, you know,
irrespective of what the CLMC do, people won’t want io believe it particularly
some of the leaders of political parties. I think that what we must do is that
we must look at the actions of the CLMC over the Christmas period and vover
the New Year period. And what I would gay is that the amount of provocation
from the TRA and the lack of reaponse from the CLMC proves to me that the
13th of October statement 94 still stands, snd J don’¢ think that anybody
should be under any jllusions. I think that the PUP and also the UDP
represeat the CLMC at the Stormont talks and we can say categorically that
that censefire still holds and it stands, and you know, I think that people
should necopt that snd we should get on with building the future.

Jim Dougal
1t"s hard for people 10 accept that after what happened and iu the light of it seems a
refusal by the CLMC tp meake a statement?

Billy lutchinson

Well I think that what happened is unclesr; § think thet those bombs put
under two republicans, one in Belfast and one in Londonderry, and what }
would say to you is that there hasn’t been any incidents since then. Now the




