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Jim Dougal

The political talks resumed thig week ¢was over. The -politics] partiag z{? arthe RUCand the Northem IrelanMgflifi d o weell!
Ronnie [Flansgan, maintained recent bomb lttacks on republicgps » e Lol
oxtreme loyslist groups. The Secretary of State, Sir Patrick Mcyhew' waB rgjug
lo say that meant the ceasefire had been ended, suggesting that since it had bm
called by the Combinod Loyalist Military Command it would be up to that qpp to
52y il was over. That stance drew criticigy froin the DUP and the UK Unionis
Robert McCariney who accused the Govemnment m‘ g to keep |gi s iuthe talksin the hopc of getting mpubhcnnsin aqmfi]ulethe Ulster U
belicve the loyalist ceasefireis slowly digintegrating thcy hope it won’t bwg‘down
and people should not jush to expe! the UDP and the PUP from the talks.
Mcanwhile,in the Commons the death of mmlm P«npmvauve MP Tan Mills mcans
the Govemment will be relying more tliygver gn Vister Unionist votcs. Jpim Majos
knows well that David Trimble conld howl.he key (o tlm date of the gcnc:g), elaction.
Mr Trimblcjoins me now. 

ol

David Trimble, jan’t that a major sctback for the Prime Minister- the deatly p,f
Conservative MP Jan Mills?

Dnavid Trimble

Yes, it was really quite unespected, Ian was wlly 6 years old, and quw &
surprisc and quite n shock that he digd. L

Jim Doupal |
It docs now put you in cven a more pivotal position, if that was possible, dogsn't it?

Pavid Trimble

It puts all the small parties in an uncqm(prw;h pesition and, as | sy, up this
mntier, there arc half-n-dozen small wmp B fl“ #Dy one of themiy
potentislly significantin this situatiag pnd pl n“eqmllly significant, "F it
depends on the circumstances, it dqmuds on ”'?muc Now, from oug mfs
there’s no point trying to get imrQ , 44 in sort¢ uming thca
too cinborate manoeyyres. We inue tg logl at issues on their mg

Jim Dougal

Couldn’t you use that position that you Leve to raake surc that Mr Major c.mwucs
(o do nothing that you would want hjm 10 do, that ypu wouldn’t want him {g dg in
terms of the peace process, in terms of pymg, for expmple, to get Sinn Fein wm the
telkg?

David Trimble

John Major Inoked at this suucmo,. . at cnme : :

tmm we do not lmow We don't k actly what nre
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‘With referer ‘ erwise, of the situstion. 1 don’t think he
madeit beesuse of any pressure that 1 or others broughtto bear and 1 don’t
ink the parliamentary situstion come into it. Because - I think this js

important thet people realise this - on any isvuc with regard to Northern
Jreland, Mr Major is guaranteed the support of the Labour Party and Tony
Binir has made that sbsolutely clear. He said that there’ll be a scamicss join
between Government policies and his policics and 50 that be is going to
support, So if John Msjor wsated to do something with regard to what is
called the peace process he can do it in sbsolute assurance that the Labour
Party will support him on thst and frustrate any revenge that any Northern
Ircland Party might want to ¢ake.

Jim Dougal

Indeed, but you're not goig to tell me, are you, that you would not uge your
position 10 put pressure on Mr Major to do what you wanted him to do?

David Trimblc

whatever influence we have in terms of thic talks process docsn’t come
parlismentary arithmetic,it comes from the fact that there is not»

credi 3 pr vithout ws. That is the important fact and that will be
the case irrespective of the size of the Government'’s mujority, that if it’s
¢arrying out 8 political process in Northern Ireland, it needs the participation
of the largest party in Northcrn Irclsnd and that gives this party, snd quite

rightly gives this psrty, some influence.

Jim Dougal

OK, well con I go now to the loyalist ces sefircand the notion that it has been
broken. Do you think it’s been broken

It’s clear] able pressure.} used the phrasc carlicrof snying

cgrating and | stressthe word ‘appenars’. Jt appears
to be disintcgrating. We don’t went it to disintegrate, we don’twant it to
collapse.1 think cvery responsibie person in Northern Ireland wants to sce
that ceascfire maintained on an hopest brsis. Now at the moment there is the
question do we have a loyalist cossefive or not, snd we don’t have a clear
answer to that. And I'm jufl snying that because we want to sce that ceasefire

sustaincd we shouldn’t rush usions because if we were to do so in the
- way that some other Unionists suggest, then you would accelerate the
breakdown of that ceasefire, and do you really want that? And I think those
people who arc rushing prematurely to exclude the loyalist political parties
from the process, knowing that the conscquence must be to accelerate the
disintegration of the loyalist ceasefire and more violencr, really ought to

explain to people why they're following a course of action that will actually
make the secarity situstion much worse. I havesaid, and we will askthe

retary o Wmmfimflwm Ic participantsin
the talks » formal assessment because be bas available to him sonrcesof f

informationthat are not available to us and J |

iYoo A

partieipants in the talks process just exactly what the assopsment of himself
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| ¢ sccurity forces actually is, and I think that should be the starting point

for tlte dxuuuion.

Jim Dougal

What about thc Joyalists themselves and indeed the CLMC. ....... Wy L0 ?

David Trimble

Well of course t.bey could Of course I would be delighted were they 1o do s0

and I l!\inkby referring to the LMC you’re putting your finger on

he , resolv _.mmtmm they have been silont and that
of course, their lilutc. reinforces those who think that the ccasefire, the
loynlist censefire,is in the process of breaking down. It would be much better

if we had something clenrly coming from them but it’s not just a matter of

what is said. What is said is important, but what is snid hes got to be credible,

Jim Dougal

Indeed, would it have to be tested then?

David Trimble

Yes, well 1 think it has got to be credible and we have got to make an

Assessment of it.

Jim Dougal

Oveor time?

David Trimble

Well, this is also .....coe..snity but it’s 8 question of where you're coming from.

Jim Dougal

You sce, you appear to be trying in your approach to be cucouraging the loyalists to

maintain the ceasefire; magy people would support that and say it's a very, very

propey thing to do. Bul ou the other side of this argument therc will be people who

find it difficult 10 understand why you can’t be.more amenable in hiclping republicans

to call a now ceasefire?

David Trimble

mfife. We re dealmg with a situatiop where the loyaliets did call a very

clear and unequivocal ceasefire and maintained it against considerabic

provocstion for 3 considerable extent. So J thiok the loyalists start with the

advantage of haviag established their good faith. Now, Sinn Fein/IRA never

did that. And so in terms of making asscssment these are factors to take into

account and you arc srying thst you make the assessment over time. Yes, and

we're doing that, having come from a position where there was a credible

ceasefire which is bresking down. So we're not going to makc 8 snap

ssscssment as to whether it sy broken down. Similarly, if you're moving n

the other dircction from a situation where there is no ceasefire, where you have

got a terrorist campaign ongoing and people arc calling s ccasefire, sgain in

terms of assessing whether they're putting in place a genuine cossefire you
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make an assessment ovor time too. So 'y trying ¢o nyure that we do apply~ the samestandard to & complex situstion in a non-partisanmanncr. Now
there®s a lot of people running arowsd being very, very partisan on this issue,
a8 you would expect, but 1 think wc have got & responsibility ¢o try and
proceed in & way that has copcern for the interests of the people a5 » whole as
well.

Jim Dougal

Doesn’t it follow though that you should support John Hurne in his concern for the
interests of peoplc in trying to ensure that the IRA call enothier ceasefire?

David Trimble

Well, when John Humc embarked on this path, OK there werc decp
reservations about it, but when the matter appcared to come to fruition in
termy of the Downing Street Declaration, because the Downing Strect
Declaration way would it bear in mind the point at which Governments and
others who were making a formal response to it, bear in mind that the Ulster
Unionist Party underwrote the principles of the Downing Strect Declaration,
despite the fact that we came in for masgive criticism from other people for so
doing, s0 we have created the space and the opportunity for My Hume to
operate. Now, our recent criticism of Mr Hume particularly in terms of the
cnd of lnst year i5 that the credibility of the operation was ........ Srxertraner - It
THght have been possibleto suspend judgementin August 1994 hut a5 we saw
over the eighteen months that followed the absence of good faith, and then
afterthe 9th ofFebruarylast year and all the bombs that have followed from
then, the credibility of the operation was seriously diminished,

Jim Dougal

And you think that thereis no chanco that the IRA will call g ceasefire now, do you?

David Trimble |

@fifii{mfiwm possibility of another tactical manoeuvre particularly
- gearedto the general clection, becanse there has been a fair amount of

- speculation that we might sce a ceascfire called just in the run-up to the
gencral clection purely for the purposes of cahancing the Sinn Fein vote and
embarrassing John Hume again,

Jim Douge)

Do you think by the way that thc loyalists will be put out of tho talks?

David Trimble

Well, ] don’t want to make a prediction on that because J'm stil) hoping that
we can sustain a Inyalist ceascfire on crediblc terms, so J don’t want to make a
prediction.

Jim Dougal

Now on those talks themselves, you’re in a situation where therc’s violence outside,
where you have failcd to agreo with the SDLP ou a way {forward on
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. . decommissioning, wiiere there’s the possibility ofthe Prime Ministor calling anelection, wouldn’t it pe belter to put those talks in cold storage for a while?

David Trimbje

Well, this is the point that in 8 sense I raisod o

that’s because they have s di

8 differcnt set of pr
back and have a Jook at the situation. Tamre Ltag__t:magcllmpolmw

quently I don’twant to sce the talks go down
positive fili‘tf’h;t'fiiir-pllte; 1don"t want to sec

mething positive being put in their place.athe > talks a9 it wore tickingover, while, if we can’t makeprogress on that, 3o that they're there in case the opportunity to make progrcssshould develop, but if we can’t make progress on the dirget constitutionalissucs which the talks relate to then Ict vs look a¢ other arens where it might bepossiblc to make progress,

Jim Dougal

Like what?

David Irimbie

Well, if you take what's going to happen in the course of this coming week, thisThursday coming there's g0ing to be & meeting betwoen ¢ ,

And myself and John Bume and Ian Paisley op &

Jim Dougal

David Trimble

Education Boards. Nowiais 19 the sort of ad hoec co-operation that hap takenace betwe ammfi?mmmi*mfifi’from { time to time on23

onp-economic issues: it happens over beef, it bappens over fisherics, it'shrppening over education: it happens from time to time. Now. why dow'towe

Jim Douga)
At the talks?

David Trimbic 
|

At or alongsidethe talks, Now it’s difficult to do it at the talks becausc thetalks are formally about constitutional issucs and an agenda has been adoptedthere which can't bhe changed. But you could upe the opportunity that the factthat people are gathered there together to do something slongeide - I’'m not
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vres. WhenIsay in a structural way we can
menuer but we don’t necessarily necd legisiation for

¢/that. Let's sce if we can do sometking o show €0 peopleNorthern Ireland can Wwi%:gmfi aregular and
regularised manne how that the political procoss is viable. Ithinkwe ¢
have got anobligation tolookst this rathor than just to sit back andsay: ‘oh,
we're stuck now’ anl throw up our hands and do nothing. 1 think we have ot
An obligation to sce if we can do something of a positive nature.

Jim Dougal

And do you think at tl;xe samoc time that those talks should not be abandoned or put
on hold? Do you believe they should continue?

David Trimble

- Vdon’t want tn see that process dissppear without something betterin its place
and [ thinkto leave » vacuumis actually to hand the injtiative to people who

Jim Dougal

Well )’ joiucd now by one of the representatives of the loyalist parties at the
Stornont tatks, Billy Butchinson of the PUP.

Billy Hutchinson, David Trimble has suggosted that it would be a good ides if the
CLMC made a statcment about the loyalist ceasefire to clear this matter up. Isit
over or is it not?

Billy I3utchinson

1 think that there are two issues here. 1 think that what some peoplc want to
sec CLMC to do is to make & statoment reference the two bombs under
republicans’ cars back in the latter end of ‘96 and ¥ think that, you know,

irrespective of what the CLMC do, people won’t want to believe it particularly
some of the leaders of political parties. 1 think that what we must do is that
we must look at the actions of the CLMC nver the Christmas period and over
the New Year period, And what T would ssy is that the amount of provocation
from the TRA and the lack of response from the CLMC proves to me that the
13th of October statement “94 still stands, snd J don’¢ think that anybody
should be under any jllusions. 1 think that the PUP and also the UDP
represeat the CLMC at the Stormont talks and we can say categorically that

that ceasefire still holds and it stands, and you know, I think that people

should uccopt that snd we should get on with building the future.

Jim Dougal

1t’s hard for people to accept that aftes what happened and iu the light of it seems a
refusal by the CLMC tp meke a statement?

Billy Uutchinson

Well I think that what happened is unclear; I think thet those bombs put
under two republicans, one in Belfast and one in Londonderry, and what J
would say to you is thiat there hasn’t been any incidents since then. Now the


