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THE WHITE HOUSE

Offica of the Press Secretary.

For Immodiate Ralease Wiurch 5, 1987

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Recess of Belfast Talks

As the Belfast wiks on the future of Norther Ireland

recess today for the British and local lection campaigns, | want

t0 amphasiza the strang support of the Unitad States for these

historic nagotiationa. They offcr an unporalleled opportunity

for the Northern Ireland political parties and the British and

rish Governments to achievs o just and lasting settioment 1o the

confict that has haunted the people of Norther Irslond (or 00
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IRA must declare and implement an unaquivocal ceasefire.

Under the skilled chairmanship of Senator George Mitchell

and his colleagues, the talks have made useful progress. When

the talks reconvens in Juns, it is important that they move

auickly into substantive negotiations. | hope the participants

will roturn 1o Stormont on June 3 determined to work creatively.

to make real progress. If they do. they will have my full
mupport for the negotiations and their eventual outcome.
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