The National Archives reference PREM 19/6088

THE HOME SECRETARY'S OFFICE =+ PM
' C 1

e wwy i

‘_%53333'-3-?
13“? 13:42 eRISON SERVICE PRESS

HM Prison Service
Press Office
“leland House

gl
London SW1F 4LN

g Mg golsssies 1L ;|‘|,..'. 0 oaw 0NN 3 T *,

g yaud anld huaeuns MELEGE L =Ll oyt

13 March 1997

ROISIN McALISKEY ro KEEP HER BABY IN HOLLOWAY

RoisinﬂH:hliskey will be allowed to keep held baby with her in the
Mother anﬂ.fﬂaby"Unit. (MBU) at Holloway. the Priseon sarvice

annnunced today -

The decision was taken by Alan walker. pirector of Op

srations

(south) following & recommendation from the local panel of
5pEGia115tE. including indapenﬂent medical and child ©are

arlier

prufessiunals. who ;nnsidarad MS MeAliskey's applicatiﬂn e

today {yusterday},

commenting on the decision Mr Walker said:

t would

vy have agreed with the Views of the expert panel ghat 2
pe in the child’'s best interests o them both te pe located in

the mother and baby uynit. while prison can never be

an ideal

place for a baby. the unit offers 2 reasonably relaxed regime

geared to helping the emotional, physical and
development of the child as waell as teaching parenting 5

alleraund
kills to

new mothers. It 1s staffed DY trained officers and nursery
nurses, and 15 regularly visited bY health visitors and @

community paediatri:inn.“

Following rhe recent reduction in Ms Hchliskey's

security

cateanisatiﬂn to standard risk Categery A, in the final weaks
of her pregnancy ehe will be able Lo Jjoin the other expectank
mothars [OTr ante-natal exerclse and classes. she will also have
access to the chapel . strip-searching nas already been

substantially reduced tc the same level as all other
prisoners.

Holloway
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inﬂu;victed and Eentancad womern . Mothers are able t? walk freely
arnunﬂ the unit and theiTl T QOmsS rernain Uﬁlﬂﬂkﬂ'ﬂ ak ||1gh'5- A=) allow
e o | 1 1 ents can also be
ko Ccare for thelr pabies. arrangef
the mothers 09 |
de for the children to be taken outside of the prisnn by
mads

families.

a-natal Care.
Aliskey continues ko roceive full ant
Ms MCALL

their
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which

heck-

) and weekly €
ludes daily visits from the prison doctor.,

inclu

i 4 a midwife.
s with a gynaeanlngist. an obstetrician an
up

] - = ]
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] far been dec

the nppartunity to exercise thas hasiiz .
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