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| want to thank John Hume for those generous waords. John is
an extraordinarlly able leadsr for the peopls of Northern Ireiand.
I've known him for 25 years, and | have enarmous respect for his
ability and dedication. He’s been tireless in recent months In the
effort to restore the cease-fire, and | support him completely. John
Hume is a statesman of the highest order, and peace 13 cioaar in
Narthern (reland today because of him. FPresident Kenneay would
have called him a Profile in Courage. It's no secret that I've
neminated him for the Nobel Peace Prize, and no one deserves n

more than John Hume.

John alse has a baautitul singing voice. If you haven't neard
him sing “The Town | Love Sa Well,” youva missed a wonderful part
of aur Irish herilage.

i want to thank Niall O'Dowd and everyone associated with
irish America Magazine for this honor. In addition 10 being an
oulstanding journalist and publisher, Niall has played an imporiant
role in the s@arch for peace in Northern ireland. In my book, hes an
(rish American of the Year too, and it's an hopnor to pay tribute to
him this evening.
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| alse commend the Editor-in-Chief, the woman who has

omliantly succeeded in making this magar_inal the “first-@ver”
successful magazine about Irish America, Patricia Harty.

h)

| know one other parson who would have loved the current
issue of Irish America - my grandfathar John Fitzgerald. And |
want to thenk the Boston law firm of Campbell, Campbell and
Edwards for their spectacular advertisement with hic picture on
page 38 — Grampa would have loved it, and so do |.

In a mare serious vein. | want to say a few words this uv_anfng
about the cause thatl is very close to all our hearls on St. Patnck’'s

Day 1997 -- the cause o! peacs In Northern (reland. Because :::_f
ioaders like John Hume, we'va coma closar than ever to peace in the

past two years. We thought we had the mreakihrough we needed,
when the cease-fire was declared on all sides in 1994, first by the
IRA and follewed after that by the Loyalist paramilitary i

organizations.

One of the key steps -~ perhaps (ha key step -- in achieving
ihe 'AA cease-fire was the visa given to Sinn Fein leader Gerry
Adams to visit the Unitad States in January 1994. Qranting the visa
was a couragescus dacision by Presidant Clinton, who understood the
importance of taking a risk for psace. And the American who first
recognized that opportunity alsc deserves great credil -
Ambassador Jean Kennady Smith.

The end of the cease-lire after 17 manths and the return to
violence by the |RA was an enormous setback that all of us
candemned and continue o condamn. But peace s utll tantalizingly
within reach. A unigue opportunily now exists to gracp it once
again, if leaders on all sides have the wisdom and the will 1o do $0.

So | want to take the occasion this evening to iscua two
specific challenges -- ane to the IRA, and the other to the Brilish
leaders as the Britiah election approaches.

First, | urge Pnme Minister John Major and Labour Party ll_enﬁer
Tony Blair to make a clear statement that if the IRA restores s
, cease-fire, than Sinn Fein will ba admitted to the peace talks on
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Norhaern ireland when tha talks rasume on the date whi:h is now
scheduled — the third of June, with no further praconditions.

Those talks, as you know, are baing held under the
chairmanship of Gaeorge Mitchell, and he's done an ourstanding job in
the most difficult of circumstances. George Mitchell is proof, if ady
proof is needed, that Irish America gan be even-hanced and will be
svon-handed in dealing with both sides of the community in Narthern
Ireland -- Unionist and Nationalist, Protestant and Catholic.

Second, | urge the IRA ta restore its cease-fire --
unequivocally, immediately, and unconditionally -- basad on the firm
commitments that should be made now by John Major and Tony Blair,
that regardiess of who is the next Britieh Prima Ministar, that Sinn
Fain will ba admitted into the peace talks when they resume in June.

= There are tweive weeks between now and the time whon thq
talks are scheduled to resume. Many observers teel, appropnately,
that in light of the broken cease-fire, thare must be a reasonable
\ period of time to test the good laith of any new cease-fire bafor

Sinn Fein is admitied to any talks.

Perhaps it is Irish luck -- Northern irish luck -- that the
circumstances of a suspension of the talks is taking place for the
British slection. Nevertheless, that forluitous circumstance gives
ample time -- tweive ample weaks -- to test e bona fides of a
new cease-fire before the talks resume. It is in the highest interest
of all who truly want peace (o0 act, and act now.

| continue to believe that ths 17-month IRA cease-fire. which
began in August 1984 and ended in February 1996, was genumne. |
know that it is now fashionable for some to say that the cease-fire
wasn't authentic, that it was a sham. But that revisionism comes
with il grace from those in high places who do not want to admit of
accept their rasponsibility for falling to respond 1¢ ithe cease-fire.
| reply to themn -- how can anyone say with a streignt face that 17
months of peace was a sham?
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When the cease-fire was declared in 1994, it wasa declared
with 1he clear understanding that, if it heid, Sinn Fein wauid be
Brought into peace talks.

But instead of cenvening talks within a reasonable period of
time after the cease-fire was announced, the British Government
and the Unionists erected barrier after barrier -- pre-condition
after pre-condition + to Sinn Fein's participation in any taiks.

Decommissioning, as it's called, was the mos! signiticant of
the pre-congditions -- the surrender by the IRA of at inast some arms
and weapons. But decommissioning wasn't part of the ground ruias
when the cease-fire was being considered and declared. it was
injacted later, a3 & new condition by those who didn't waint Sinn Fein

to join any talks.

- Decommissioning is also a phony issue, because the IRA and

the Loyalist paramilitaries can each disarm today and rearm L
tomorrow. In fact, thaere is no siwation in the world in which such

groups have handed in weapons in advance of a peaceful settlement.
It didn't happen in South Afnca. It didn't happen in El Salvader. It
ign't happening in the Middie East. And it won't happan in Northern

Iraland.

George Mitchell did recommend a constructive posaible
alternative. He suggested that the parties at least consider a
compromise under which some decommissioning would take piace
while the talks proceeded. h is a goed suggestion which should be
discussed in the context of the taiks. But Senator Mitchell dict not
make it a pre-condition for joining the talks, and it waould be wrang

to make it a pre-condition.

We can all cite a list of positive confidence-building measures
that ware taken by the British Government dunng tha rease-fire.
And they were significant measures. But the most imporiant thing
that was promised, that was indispensable, was dispenved withi. Far
17 months -- 17 months -- there were no peace talks. And after 17
months. there was no peacs. Those who left Sinn Fein to twist In
the wind share the respansibility fer the roturn to vioignce, but they
have an unusual chance now ta ltake an important redeaming step.
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A rare opportunity is at hand to restore Ihe cease-fire, to
axpand the talks to include all the parties, and !0 salvage thehpeuca
process. Sinn Fein, the IRA, and Brilish leaders know wha_t t ga,rh
ahould do, and | urge them to do it. And it they do so, we in ins
America will do all we can to help them succeed.

iven to me
Again. | am deeply grateful for tha hanor you ,h“u g
this ﬂt?'ﬂng. Many of you here dessrve this award just as much. We
ara proud cf the great heritage and history we share, and we intend
to hold it high in all the years ahead.

Thank yéu very mueh.
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