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BLOODY SUNDAY

1. 1 had a word chis morning with Paddy Teahon about Bloody
Sunday. I mentioned the reporte in this morning's Irish
Times chac che Taoiseach hag said that the latest evidence
from a British Paratrooper further bolsters calls for a fresh
enquiry. Dick Spring had spoken on similar lines on Morning
Ireland (sec Annex), adding however that it would be some
weeks before current Irish investigations were completed
Both statemenis were less extreme than Bertie Anern’s, who
has claimed that the British authorities "need to acknowledge
Bloody Sunday for what it was, an unacceptable act of state
terrorien Lhat was subsequently covered up and spawned many
other vile acts".

2. paddy Teahon told me that two officials in the DFA have
been charged with sifting through eye witness accounts held
by the Irish. These have been on file since 1872 in the DFA,
and the Depactments of the Taoiseach, Finance, Justice, and
the Attorney-General. The Taoiseach has asked that this
waterial should be examined in a coherent manner. It will
then be necessary Co consult expert legal opinion as to its
validity. The opinion of ballistic experte will also be
aought. once this work hae been completed the Irish
Government will decide how to take matters forward. Much
will depend on the extent to which it constitutes truly new
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evidence: at present it 1s not clear whether the Irishmatexial was made available o Widgery.

3 Smphasising that he was speaking personally, raddy saidhe thought chat at the very least the British Governmentwould have Lo arrange for recent accounts of Bloody Sunday tobe looked at by impartial observers. Only thus could worbieycuczently circulating be allayed. It was unfortumate thatthe issue was being stirred up by Republicana. This in ru.we3;2rousing genuine human rights concerns among a much wideraudience

Comment

4. .,IP the absence of any significant developments in theNorch, che Irish Government teel the need to appear astive ifonly by reacting strongly to "secondary" issues such gMeAliskey and ploody Sunday. It is therefore unhelpful, butnot altogether surprising, that the Taciseach and Tanaistee popaaking out publicly about Bloody Sunday. Realisticallyhowever they could scarcely do less in an election year whenthey are already being criticised for the weakness of thesyattitude in comparison with that of Bertie Ahern

>. I have considered whether we should do more to
Femonstrate. For the time being we are sheltering behind ourline thac we will examine any new evidence and tane
ppropriate action, I deployed this once again with PaddyTeahon. However, in the light of Bertie Ahern's assertionsabout "state terrorism’ Ministers may wish to rebut this onthe record, while continuing to emphasise our measuredapproach as deployed at the 1GC.
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