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BBC RADIO 4 ‘

INTERVIEW WITH MARTI& MCGUINNESS

I
INTERVIEWER

My McGuinness 1t ig very simple jgn’t it? Mr Major said he wanted
an uneguivocal condemnation by you particularly of what had
happened. Can you offer me that?

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

Wwell the peopl ave waited uneuccessfully for the last 25
years for guccessive ] ' including Mr Major, tO
condemn the killing © he has refused
to do that. I &e€e condemna iti da word game in
which the British Government atte to get everyone else to say
things that they are not prepared to say themselves.

INTERVIEWER

well somehow I knew Yyou would say that. So you won't condemn it
pasically?

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

Wwell I’'ve Jjust explained MY position ©OD rhe politics of
condemnation we need to move past that.

INTERVIEWER

We could play this game foxr ages couldn’t we. All I'm saying tO you
ig that we are in

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

well let’s not play ¢the game, let’s move past that and 1let’s
recognise that what 18 required 18 2 credible process of substantive
peace negotiations against a packground of a peaceful environment
and let’s all recognise 3 effort betweel the
British Prime Minister, ' ] in, John Hume, Gerry

Adams and Irish America 18 ) uild the peace process which
was destroyed by the Britis John Major.

TNTERVIEWER

That’s exactly what was happening of course until bombs started tO
explode in London. But I mean

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

Well I contest that. I contest YO ] g what was
happenind because many people 1D Nationalist ireland have looked at

John Major giving the two fingered galute CtO Nationalist 1reland’e
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attempts LO pring ébout a resolution TO this conflict over the

course of the last two yeare.

INTERVIEWER !

Let me then raise with you the point about rhe democratlc role which
you geek to play in the pritish politics. vou will be geing to the
electorate on May 18t as part of an organisation, or attached tO an
organisation, which carxies out these acts. In other words ©
one hand Yyou cseek our votes and on the other hand your colleagues
seek to destroy people and equipment and to cause digruption ©OD the

mainland. How are people tO square those two things?

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

well I disagree absolutely with your attempt CO 1ink Sinn Fein wi

the bomb explosions in England this morning. The reality
going forward 1D the election against a packground of recC

ognising

that the Nationalist community, which I hope toO represent, does not

1ive in a democracy- Democracy 18 government py the peopl
of the people, and unfortunately aince the foundatio
te the Nationalist community have not been &
lly a real and true democracy -

The very fact rhat you're not

guggests that your Own 1

What are you to 8&3Y to people on &

you not think this 18 & wise action that

of the IRA and if you do not think it 1is

you purport tO represent them in 2 democratic ins
understand 1t.

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

well let me CtIY and help you understand 1it. John Major has refused
to condemn the killings of 14 people on Bloody Sunday, he is going
forward on the election and 1 presume, if you use€ the logic O
argument, he cannot hope to call himself a democrat either.

reality 18 Wwe all have tO recognise that the politics
condemnation are not going toO resolvVv flict because there 18
go much that can be complained about by al ] _ The gquestilo
when are we goind to move past that in tO recognising that it’s only
when we agree that the key tO 211 of this 1s dialogue, that the
procese must be about conflict re€ ] that it must be a
bringing about an inclusive process of credible peace negotiations
and to do that against the packground of a peaceful atmosphere.

That’'s what’s required, very simple.
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