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BBC RADIO 4 ‘
INTERVIEW WITH MARTIN MCGUINNESS

|

INTERVIEWER

e McGuinmess it is very simol ez wr Major said he wanted
on unequivocal condemnation particularly of what
happened. Can you offer me that?

MARTIN MCGUINNESE

Well the people of Derry have waited unsuc
cessfully for Che 1ast 25

Veazs for successive British PETC o nisters, including Mr Majof,
Y enn the killing of 14 people of Sioody Su

nday and he has refused
e that. cee condemation fo 8 o9e propaganda

 word game if
£o do ke Bricish Government acterpts o

o gt everyone else to saY
things that they are mot Drepared

 to say themselves

INTERVIEWER

Well somehow I knew you would ss¥ that. So you wem't condemn it
basically?

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

Well 1've just explained Ty position on the polifics
N emmation we need to move p

ast that.

INTERVIEWER

We could play this game for ages couldn’t
 ve. ALl I'm saying £o ¥ou

je that we are i
n

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

Well let’s not play the game, let’'s move past that and let's
recognise that what is Cequired is a cred

ible process of substantive
peace negotiations agains 

eful environment
Phd let's all recognise i fort between the
British Prime Minister, 

, John Hume,
B e and Irieh America is going tC Sebuild the peace process v
P aectroyed by the British Prime Minis

ter, John Major

INTERVIEWER

that’s exactly what vas happening of cours
e until bombs started £°

explode in London. But I mesn 5

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

anl T contert nEnZCIRAT SCCERRE your view that that's uhat was
happening because many people in Nationali

st Ireland have looked at
obn Major giving the two ingered salute

 to Nationalist reland’s
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attempts to bring sbout a resolution €O this conflict over the
course of the last tw

o years

INTERVIEWER

Let me then raise with you the point about 
the democratic role which

You seek to play in the o el politics. You wiil be going to the
Yo e ate on May 1st as part of 2O i isation, or attached to o8
S oanisation, which carries ouf o cts. In other words of the
one hand you ceek our votes and on the 

other hand your colleagues
one Rand adatroy people and equiprent e eauee diszuption on the
ook and. How are people to square chose two t

hings?

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

well I disagree absolutely with Youm atte
mpt to link Simn Fein with

e bomb explosions in England T A ming. The reality i 1 am
Going forward in the election against a background of reced ing
it the Nationalist community, eI hope to represent; doss not
Tia6 in a democracy. Democracy 9 government people for all
of the people, and mfortunately since the foundation of the
Sorthern state the Nationalist e ity have not 

been able €0 1live
N Rat is really a real and tr

ue democracy -

INTERVIEWER

The very fact that you're Dot uble to offer this condemmation
suggeste that your own democratic credential

s m tionable
g are you to say to people of 

the door:
you not think this is & wige 

action that
Y he IRA and if you do ot ok ic 1o an upwise action how TOO
Sou purport to represent chem in gomocratic institution? I don’t
understand it.

MARTIN MCGUINNESS

Well let me try and help you understand it. 
John Major has refused

to condemn the killings of 14 people on Bloody ‘Sunday, he is going
O vond on the election and T Prosuncy L y

ou use the logic of YOuT
argument , he cannot hope to call himself a democrat either. The
feality is we all have to recognise the politics of
T demuation are not going to TeRC 

Flict because there is
SO that can be complained Sbout by al 

. The question is
B i re we going to move past thal - BY 2 ecognising that it's only
N en ‘We agree tnat the key o A% *0¢ this is dialogue, that the
process must be about ¥l ict resolution, that it MuSt be about
PrCeing about an inclusive PFOcEeS L& c

redible peace negotistions
and to do that against the background of a peaceful atmosphere:
a0, X° ihat’s required, very si

mple:


