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When we spoke yesterday I mentioned that Dr Maurice Hayes
had completed his review of the way in which staff had
been deployed in the Departments of Agriculture and
Economic¢ Development in Northern Ireland. My Secretary
of State has concluded that the report should be
published this afternoon and that the response should be
in hieg name. I attach a copy of that response. The
report fully vindicates Baroness Denton, who has
regponegibility for DANI and DED, but identifies a number
of areas where there is scope for improvement in Civil

Service procedures.

Our judgement is that while it may have some political
impact locally, it is unlikely to become a major issue in
national terms. We do not therefore believe that there
is any serious danger in publishing it during a general

election campaign.
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My Secretary of State does not propose to answer any

further guestions, though Baroness Denton is issuing a
parallel personal statement, a copy of which I also

attach.

A copy of this letter goes to Jan Polley in Sir Robin

Butler’'s‘office.
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