The National Archives' reference PREM 19/6089

17:17 No.Ol11 P.0O2

PRESS' UFF ICE ID:0712103785 08 APR’97

REMARKS BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 8IR PATRICK MAYHEW, POLLOWING A
VISIT TO ST MACNISST, RANDALSTOWN - 8 APRYIL 1997

Interviewer: Thesgs pecple now have to start rebuilding thig church,
how will the Conservative Party rebuild the peace procegs if it ig
re-alected?

So0f&: Plainly, we will hold to the belief that by talking there isg
a chance of helping the pecple of Northern Ireland come through te a
comprehensive settlement and that is the best chance of removing the
hatreds and the violence of the division that leads to the gectarian
attacke for example. S0 we will hold to the process of talks,
inclusive talks, if that is practicable. But of courss inclugive
maéang inclusive of those partlas that arye prepared to accept
democracy and to establish that they are wholly committed to
preaceful means.

Interviewesr: EPven if there is only one 8inn Fein candldate slected,
isn’t there growing presgure on any Government to 1nclude them ip
talks?

Sof&: There’s no need to be pressed to ineclude any democratically
elected party. But all democrats 2gree that you cannot sit down and
negotiate the future of your democracy or part of your democracy
with people who are not prepared to commit themselves to democracy.
That 1is the view of the Irish Government, it is of our own
Government, it is fully fupported by the American Government and
Sinn Fein are excluding themselves because there is no ceasefire and
there is no commitment on the part of 8inn Fein and of the IRA to
commit themselves wholly to peaceful meang,

Interviewer: Neverthelesp, Mo Mowlam, who potentially could be the
Secretary of State, hag already made it lear that in the
eventuality of a ceasefire, reastoration of the ceasefire and a
commitment to the Mitchell principles, that | 4t would be very
difficult for any adminigtration to gtop Simn| Fein being at the
conference table on June 2. Would you Beeé tHat ae an incorrect

analysig?

HJ 41368

| 1620 Snaionsat e /o0 -9) 15 80 70 (301)




The National Archives' reference PREM 19/6089

08 APR’9Y 17:17 No.Ol1l P.O3

PRESS* OFFICE ID:0712103785

L8

50fS: Well, I never speculasred about = cdate upon whig¢h $8inn Fein
might qualify themselves to be lnvited to join the talke.
gpeculated upon that before thege latest atrocities and I do not
speculate upon it now after thig latest series of atrocities. What
I will say is8 that these latest series of atrocities must affect the
timescale of the process by which people will need to consider any
declared ceasgefire. Every succeeding atroeity makes the 1IRa’'g
credibility gap harder for them to bridge - and of course they have
te bridge it - because these talks are talks for people who commit
themselves to democracy and to peaceful means.

Interviewer: Secretary of State if people vote for these people,
ign’'t there an onus on people like you to recognise the mandats of
those people regardless of what their political allegiances might bhe?

Sof8: Politiecal alleglance are of no concern in a democracy. But
what ig of concern is commitment to democracy. I’'ve already said
that you cannot expect people to git down in a democracy, who are
committed to the disciplines of democracy, when acroee the table
there are people who are not, and who threaten to supplement their
democratic vote with Semtex and bullets and mortars. You will not
find peopls prepared to sit down and talk in those circumgtances:
they will leave and if You insist that they should be put te that
tegt then you will destroy the Very process upon which every hope of
progress here in Northern Ireland depends .

Interviewer: Are youy saying in effect that events of last week in
Britain make it more difficult for Sinn Fein to be admitted to talks?

Sof8: Yes I am exactly Baying that.

Interviewey : I think that most pecple will accept the thrust of
your argument, most conventional constitutionalists, in tevms of if
there is vielence then people wen't be at the conference table. But
is it merally tenable to argue that just becausq somebody else will
walk away from the talks againet the backdrop of 3 ceasefirs and =a
commitment tc Mitchell that thers ahouldn’t be ta@ks?

Sofs: Nobody is arguing that. There should be !talks. The process
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of talking i the only means by which progress towards a
comprehensive settlement can be made in Northern Ireland, We ars
talking about not whether there mhould be talks but who should be at
them and it 48 neither morally tenable nor practicably tenable to
argue that people who resort to violence should be admitted to thosze
talks notwithstanding that the result will be that other people will

walk out and leave.
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