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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

Address by the Taoiseach, Mr. John Bruton, T.D.,
to the Oxford Union,

Wednesday, 7 May, 1997

Idosewimasmsecfhinuy,xmmmwhich!wium
nshmly.

1 do so also with a sense of immediacy. On this, a visit during which I will meet,
fum:fimfim=uhfimMfinfim,TunyBlairadhisedlfi@

m,imwflha
mtbfimhisfiofithuhhmu;hhpasfihhinflmfinnlfll

mfl.

A dotailed plan for peace is alreadyin place. It cunsists of two elements:~

-nulhprccusopenmdlpnficsmdinwlvingm
twnfiwmu;

- an end1o IRA violence.

1 welcome Dr. Mowlam's statement oa Saturday, ap her appointment as

Sectetary of State, that it is her aim, through thesetalks, to reach a fair, long-term
political‘accommodation. At my meeting tomommowafternoon with the Prime
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Mnimr,lwfllbcafl'mmflwh{nflr.dwopenfinnuffle!
fish

uismmhbmflbmxwdmmmdd
mofm

puupm-&hngmhndmm.

mn:pubfimMuvmmlthufldmlhnpiummed
h:n.

mmedlymmthepnfifi:dpxm.mdfirww-ykwd&
mflmf

violence or threatened violence. Once it docs that, the road t peace and
p:wufiyhapenmdl

This moment of eppartunity Was not easy to constnict There kava been difficult
ndpfimu;ofifimdm;fiemhfl&phnhpuumwflub

h

includes the following elements. Mamot‘theumpuinphudl_
rinadum

ceasefire, giving the lie to the myth that "nothing happened" during the ceasefire.
mmfinm:lmudmfimfirmdmdyinphu

:

February, 1995, sets out owr
structures which might form a basis for a comprehensive political

settlement 1t commands the support of all e major political parties in

Dublin and in London;

second, to deal with decammissioning, 2n International Group, chaired by
Senator Genrge Mitchell, was setup &ndhas reported to both
Governments an how the issue might best be‘dealt with.

third, the parties already in the talks bave suseessfully negotiated Rules of
Procedures. Thesewere published on 29 Fuly 1996 and are there for all o

fourth, 3 volé has besn agreed for a group of indepeadent, impartal,
Smteratiorsl chairmen, They have already shows their considesable
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sixth, during the IRA ceasefire, the Irish Government joined with others in
ninhglupls'dmfuxSimFfininlheUnihdSn:fl;

m,mmm-,ummmtmw
Orders [mmmgmawlmmm)mm
1995; !

eight, both Govermeats lifted broadcasting restrictions on [Sim Féin]
representatives;

ninfi,Bdfilhrnifihypflmlfiuinwppflfloffi:RUCinNmkflnfl
was reducedby 75% during the ceasefire;

tenth, the National Emergency was formally ended in my jurisdiction and,

with the taking of that step, the Emergency Fowers Act 1976 expired;

cleventh, 36 IRA prisoners in my jurisdiction were allowcd early release.

during the TRA ceasefire;

twelfth, the Convention on the Transfer of Seatenced Persons was signsd
and brought into force, opening the way for isish prisoners in British jails

to be transferredto Irish jails;

thirteeth, the British Govetmment restored remission rates for prisonersin

Northern Ireland to S0%. This led to the early release of & significant

rmmberof prisonets. R

mmm,qdmnhnpmuy,wxexupmpumlnflwmhm

wpmwsinn!’fin‘.mwhi:hxhavnkeadymd.

These are but sozie of the measures taken to facilitar. v conciliation for the

Republican Movemeat during the 16 monthsof the IP.A ceasefire, and most of
thera were done ainceI became Taoiseach.

There is a phrase in French, “to reunite the circumstancesTM. It means, 1 think,
dul.m;umlgem:hadwhmw:mhiuis in place for something to
happen. .

‘Bverything is now in place to ead the agony of Northern Ieland. K we failto

‘Tmove forward towards a scttlemeat, the excuses for inertia o enc side o the

other will gain credence.
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Is it really our wish toallow hardliners in the paramilirary organisations to argue
mnmmyumampeuquismmmporw

Isilmflyuulvishwaflwlhfl}dfllptiemmdmwmdwfimw

fi“h&kmmfinw&ndflluinndmyinlmhhu}yfingm;m
Nosthem Ireland and that the extirpation of certin other political groups is the

ome thing required for a solution?

Is it really our wish, as Seamus Heansy ance said about a palitical killing, “to

g our little destiny again?” 7

Mr President,

Mhnuiflmcywmmdvio!@uifmlymeycanbepmufiminfl

negotiation on the future of Ireland. ‘The British and Irish Governmeats have said
that they can be part of such negotiationif only they end violence. If they make
mem:mummm:pommmmwmwmmcm

Lhm;tthemescfsmanxnui]dinyimainclufiwuhwhmmwpi:is

excluded and all the relevant players are present.

Qn the other hand, the republican movement may choose ot to suspend their
campaignnfviolazuaafl.umhdfmpmdh,mdumhupmitwfll,

10 combinesyntax énd semtex. Under those circumstancesthe Irish Govemment

andflwpnflurepmwnfinglhlmjmilyofN:dwufiflsinNnnhflnhlndwfl

not postpone progress in the negotiatiansin Belfast. ‘The lrish Governmentwill

ot for their sake withhold the hand offriendship from our Unionist neighbours.

The Irish and British democracies will not be the hostages of the republican .

movement. Wewzntpme,butwevdumwomplomiumndmnmfinvnha

M Presideat,

Allowme also to address myself dircetly to Unionists in Northern Irland.

You will emember the lines of the Northern Protestant poet John Hewitt about
his own people: *

“rhis is our country also, nowhere clse;

90°d £00°ON ZO:T1 26,AEW 20
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Mwuhfllwbemflmflnwedd".

Validity. Weresogaisethe gkt of the on

to be British - “to be what you are, where you

onee said.

Wlmmywvammnlis Iookingiotmdlyiumngnilim\u 
oS

Nmmmhwmummm,wmm
m-u

mdwmfidwmwmm
w.

Uuimiflshvanedhhwmniwwflhlifimdhflwf
llmbu

mmiw,m-fimmmatwiflludinwiublymnmhdm Thsre
mfnnh-!mnmhpfimfldrwfl. 1would not caly expect but
wzkofl;m:binsirwufiglfimumneism by Unionist negotistors st the
Stormont talks. Thgrkmhu!phu.hnmfixm&:hb

lc,mm

Unionmhv:mwmwimtummy-fiveyem, If there was an
mdummwmwmkmwumm;n.

wm
Sinn Fein? If icans cannot bomb Unionistsinto 8 unitedTreland, how
Mykkmmwfldfifiurflkmhmhmhnmwfll? ‘No chance.
Udmmhwmfin;whfimum,mmmrnldvimui

ufl‘lh
table.

MylppudwUnimiminhiz. Let us all raise our sights this surmmer and eater
the substantive negotiations. Lawfiwsmumdiuu.\vbid

ni:hm
i wmndafimbemznthsmeammiflfl,,

lands and suuets, and will always do

wmmwmwwfifiofmmawhmmfim
mmummm

fail to be conscious. | 5
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From the 1880's until the First WorldWar, the issue oflhmk\fltfimlmhnd
wuupmmiflflflmisv\thfilinfipodhrdufimumda

whhcflhfeof
these islands.

it e

lmdkndalyh&ufihfllmfllphmdly
,m

Home Rule.

On 6th June 1907, flmumuyymngo,d\emdxnfmehishhrfi-mmy
M.Immflm!dhmm“hmmhhw

fino{
fl:is!lcm-.hdmd;hwldmedmflmlomuhcmzfiirs".

 The
‘motian was carried by 359 votes 10 226.

Bulflnmehukwasnnlmhe. Alflsung\cvafimflyinluhnd,
)lnflhufl

MCMMWLMMMMMMM#WM
W:W,

andflfimdlmyofmfl,flmldshmfinwhndicdhlhllwb
difivedm

fiqmfidfingfmfih&m’sfifimdmmw
mmoflh

Aminiuhwll‘hiamy.-shmmydoes.ludmf
lwdm

mmkbpnflkwduwhfimofm:mfiflofiflh
mhfinfi

Easter 1916. ‘From this action, in gestation for many years. flowed a more

n 1920, wm'swumhmcwm
afmm

itionit Mflnfihs%fiwhlfi&!rumcma
fihmm

it was too lats to halt the gourse of events.

mmmrmwémfiwulnl.

Dm&etwyw@fimuwdmmhdf«wf
lwamm

fim;fimdkywnuhdnuibdulhwdmmfik
fofhsfim
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BuuhuUnimi-flminnrMhud inflmhmlld:ndhldbunwed]m(
fimwopwuawfiudkemwnmdflflmkuk. 1t was inevitable that
maywuu!dhnludzmcubmmdanlyinmwdw

immlfishsuu
uflfigfim&sfifinfl:fimmdwww

 1921.

Letus pausehere. |

i uuwwjmflmmwm
the United Kingdom. Fflwmeyem.pahap'wmlmflld?fl:

flinl”l.it
umdjmm%hmeumummmm

ummmw.
B\flinfllefi)flnwim;gmnlfim.nphlhhuwnflfl

l,minkdnd
evolved rapidly and unpredictably, a8 indeed couldb said of European history
as 3 whole over the same period Aqywinmelllo:whn;pahufm
hnfimuhlfish-afifishuhfiomwummwuflflm

fmditmw
fuaflhewlfien&flum&pfishml”fim

dlsu:mw
Jrish State in twenty-six. counties, decply divid:dfinmtbzsixwunfiuof
Nommmwmmbmmaapufidfl

mmwd

The nulammtoilsi:winmmynspwf‘sasu:m, But we would be doing
amsdvu-dhwvi:amdmy'hflflmxml:mgmmvuyn

piflyinmy
contentious circumstances, fell short of accommodating satigfactorily the
interests of everycne. 

i

The most troubling residue of difficaltywas in Northern Irelsnd.

To speak in crude terms, the probleot for London in the 19th century, for Trish
Nationalists af the beginning of the 20th cegfury, 2nd for Unionists from the
1920s, hes been the same problem: how to conciliate a disaffected minority 0.
enxizwddmtmkmbmhwayhnwuum seitle fnsteadfor an
accommodation within alarger JET 4

A united Ireland. even under Home Rule,

60°d £00°ON PO:TT ¢6.ABH 20
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years, did pothing10 camTy

conciliation, or to co-optthe ‘Natiopalist minority 1

xmww‘xwmmasmw
the 1AITOWRESS of the society thet

influenceof Northem

But in the eyesof £

of Irelandwas it

of life.

n the 1970s, fnnhcfintflme singe the seftlement of 1922, 3 new and broadet
vifim{otth:filmulwidmd!hum

:pm}b.

mm;atmhfluthmbdmdmfldhuidmhflwwm
hl\mfl 1968

wham-m-fl;.wrlyorm SDLP-ndmw-minisuinmym

mmmnmpzdhm:fimdmmnofu
dvnd;\meww

flgina!sit—nin-mnflhmefi&ldn. Co: Tyrone. Mr Curric was
wmauhfl@flmlmdwmm

wmpmflmmm
Mfiddmlcfifllhfimfly,wiwmin-d»mil\l

mdml authority.
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h ion to my basic poimt, it couldbe said that the
lwmmwfiuhmflfl!wmchmlhecamfi

pminflm
hehnimshmfi:nimtnffl\cdfildgbhm‘ The generation of
Kmmmcmuuwhignmw 

i

Both the SDL?mdeliafiu?mymmeinUWupufin
mnflmdbwflmndhmmmhmmod

fimm

‘Nationalistsand Unicnists. Since then it has been clear that unqualified Unicaist
mnjurhynfllwflfldmflhdnzmflilyml‘nmm The challenge has
been to find a new basis for stability.

Aswelookum:iduxndcpxiammbepnmmmmsdm at that time,
Ib:fisv:kisrdmtwlookzuonmemmmdiu:ixmnsuuu These were
vuydifiuatlhminlhnmof&hdnmcmdhmnll.

Oue obvious change was the end of the European cuipires.

m@»w:maofmmmbdmw«HWum.mmd
was that Irish independence, ar the abandonment of loyal

Unionists, would be the beginningof thedissolution of the Empire with all that
that wasmppniedwmunfwrd\fliflfimitself.

Nations like the Irish, on the other hand, struggting towards indepeadence and
the praservation and full expression oftheir cultural identity, may, perhaps, have
over-sccentuated their undoubted distinctiveness, and over-stressed whatis

exprossed in the Irish words, Sian Féin, meaning ‘cucseives alone’.

Intemational affais arc scen very differently today, than in 1914, The new
lyprowbuutflawmmvfapfinmfcmlvinulk.up—oflymb

kmof
divisionin Ulster.

Awflxfiwwnuhmsewity,nfwwamwh
mmw

uymfliummrimwwlw“.

mthd&Wu,fiiswnefiwlpmflwmfi
de

urgency. kdnumewbuypredmdthnufimm.ifm;nbwnf
l

minginmeaflin.muslddibwslydcwlopmdmfimflfl
hinmmm

have in common. This was ufl:findindud:munfd\elhihdflafimsinf
is

20°d SO0°ON §1:11 26.ABW20
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191270 3

ml-g‘vuhtbuflmcmminnducidqwfim4 Ixiswflmuqmnuf
aflbyGemny’swmmbmqummfliminlmmd

identity. For the sake of harmony in the 21st i

Mwmwmmarmmwbfldmhw,

m;mnmm,i‘hmmxwymwmmm

abstractions divide. The Christian traditions, cxcept in pockets hero and there,

hwmmddhhwuhwqhwdhxdadmmmmnulvsnd
with thos of other cultural backgrounds.

The search for common values is in part a respanse o complexity. The volume

dwmmbmmmxflemmmgmnffinfi&

research, the trade in money, information, and financial instruments that has
mmend:hmndmfimmmmemraumlihufl.

water, and air - all of this is likely to elude political authority if politics relies an

‘national measures of control alone.

To produce integrated and cohesive socicties, goveznmeats need to encourage

common values. mpmindu.w:medmfindflfiwofmhfingm
values which we all still recognise, sush as responsibility in relationships and the

readiness to share, into a way of life at the level of states, regions, business,sad

mmmmuma«am.finmumwwmfl
phenomenanof the latg twentieth ceatury, th constroctive involvement of third

parties in situatione of conflict. Investigation and mediation have been

accampanied by aid and investment. Ttis not surprising, therefore, that the .
United States, the Euopeza Union, and @ umber of other goverments and
organisations have in one way or mother put theic services at the disposal of tho

The technique of W;flééfifimufidfiu!ohflmmpnui(,h
fimdamental and explicitit the European Community, oF 3 We now callit, the

European Union.

TOTAL P.10
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urope bas always impasted o Irish affairs. At the tum of the 19th ceatury,the

Napoleonic Wars brought about the Act of Unica. At the tom of the 20th
m,mwwuhmmmmmhflnqulhmd
Irelzod. The European element it the rish equation is now very different. As

the 213t century approaches, the states of Europe have developed new modes of

on an international scale - for the simple reason that it promotes peace. Thisis

an opportunityfor peace in Ireland.

One of the most famous things ever said about Northern Ireland was said by

‘Winstan Churchill after the end of the First World War in 8 speech to the House
of Commons:

“The modes of thought of men, the whole outlook on affairs, the groupingsof

partics all have encountered violent and tremendous change in the deluge of the

world. But as the deluge subsides and the waters fall short, we sce the dreary

stecples of Fermanagh and Tyrone emerging once more. The integrity of their

quarre] is one of the fow institutions that has been unaltered in the cataclysm

which has swept the world.”

‘What Churchill was saying in 1921 about a lack of perspective in Northern

Ireland was even more obviously true by the 1970s. In the modernera “the

‘modes of thought of men, the whale outlock on affairs” point overwhelmingly to

new ways of reconciling differences in Northern Ireland. Will the partiesin

‘Northem Ireland adapt themselves to these new perspectives?

The Americans have the concept of 2 zero-sum game. In 3 zero sum gamse, the

gains on one side of the ledger cqual losses somewbere clse. It is impossibiefor

e to win unless you, to the same degree, lose out.

To the middle years of this ceatury, the politics of Nosthern Ireland seemed to

many a zero sum game.

Bythe 1970s, a more sophisticated approach becawe possible. It was

understood that an honourable acconmodation could benefitboth Nationalists

and Unionists. A settlement could be devised under which neither side would

Ana&zva-yimwmdmnofdmmuumnnpmmmfimmd

the present is the change that has come over the Republic of Ireland.

90°d 200 ON 95:Z1 26.AUH 20
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Rights. Seamus.

Through peaple
bave the closestof

European continent. As3.

aro the highest in the OECD

umptndumknhechhnvfmw
d-mw

l)m“owp\lsyxfwrwzh-mwf&emwnd
nh!"

Nur:ni:h:nid\hnwebgbebindmnif
llky.

I the periodup to 1959, the Irish econorny was relatively
the 1960s, and in particularin
‘beyond recogrition. Net disposable income per.

Jeveland to the European average: In a recent asticle,
predecessars as Taoiseach, Dr. Garet FitzGerald, veotur
prouu'mvl\elrishucmomyhns 1o European paralle} since the recoveries of the
German, ltalianand Greek ecopomies in the aftermathof the last war.

For a number of reasons, including the age structure of our population, our

system of edusation, and a practice of social partnership, there is every prospect

that our economy Vill mmwmnmsw“h
mdmm:m

aversge.

mefMthpMmmmo(wdflud
zmhwh

Jreland has been an evolving mimdewwud-\“nnhmhlmd, Burthatis 3
spe:iflmbiauwwhinhlwflluminl

favmm.

An account of the impu:vnd :ix:fimfims for a pew aiproach to Northern
Jrelandis incomplete without ‘touching on British-Irish relations as 8whole.

kdmdwi!hmex:inwmrndm
nyumm

.nywhnzhtnwwld.

Weshammlw:hmtwoWs-Enfl'uhndG-difi. ‘We share the same
religious and political traditions. Ireland, like Britain, is 8 common-law country,

although with a written.constitation.

§0°d 2007 ON 2§:TF. ..L6+AUH L0
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Mwswem;msgmnicpu\iumimpuimummdwmenmh
d

Irish farmiliss with relatives in Britain, or English,‘Scottish, or Welsh families
who have an Trish relative. Wemd&em:mfims,w:l:hlkmfi:

vficn
pmgxm.mdmppeflmyofmeummbflums In rugby. there is
both 8 single all-Ireland team and 3 joint British-Trish team.

nhnbfims&nmigudwmdwmmhmd'smhwm
tradiug partoer. ‘What is Jeas widely known is that the volume of trade in the
mfimfimhmhwmdwncfinm&efympwmm

m

mBfiflh‘sflflhmimpvmmtmfinspmhhvufld.

elections. We can travel

can take employment in cne another’s ‘public services.

Thase British-Irish exchanges are of particular importance for Northern Ireland

‘but they are also important, I believe, for the wider British-Trish relationship. 1

welcome that under the Ireland Ast, 1949, the Republic of Ireland is mot 8
‘Ynniynmmy"fnrhpnrpnmofmthznfoxudhwymnfmumfl

Kingdom.

In sum, ope of the advantages

new approaches for Northern Ireland is the uniqueness

relationship. The imtimacy of relationships within these islands makes Northemn
Treland qualitatively differcnt to any other divided society in Ewrope.

Mr President,

1 have argued that from the 1970s on,hcimmnnmhvehunmfifimfm
anew approach to Northern Ircland. Ihwwnammmwofm

‘political leadership, in‘particular within the nationalist community, made change
Hrevitable, T have tried to describethe favourable intematiopal background,
some of the changes in the i of Ircland, and the quality of the wider
Pritish-rish relatiopships, within whichwe jointly face the Northern Ircland
issue.

Thnpiflme.whichlbdi:veiniuemnfiflnnhews,!mbmdwdedu
mWWl&:mflmumendemlxyiu

wm«we.ummm:mfimenmesbl!mdindiruwmp:fifim
with that democraticpolitical party.

20°d 800 ON 6£:21 ¢6.AUH 0
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Mlmufimkamfidmhmmmmmfildmmwfll

section of its peaple, there is scope for a secret paramilitary organisation to
izself as a line of defence. ‘We have seen that this can happen on the

cither side of the community in Northern Ireland.

It would be 3 mistake, however, to accept this as an explanation of the IRA
campaiga. What the IRA has in fact done is to exploit the uncertain situation in
thmhhdmw.uwmwundhsmhmedmzwopmthfidfin;,u

amafimfliflndwubwflyudfi:ohjufiwhlwdflyflwisdivifldhin

allegiances. Normal feelings of insesurity have been haruessedto an out-of date

and unrealistic ideclogy.

nawiwmgafmmmmdmfimhwflanfmd,

‘Equally, Irish democrecy repudiates the insidious strategy of the Armalite and
the ballot box, the combination of violence and of ‘electoral policy. Anideology’

of forced unity is rejected. Itis out of date. It js inhuman. It is alien to the Inish

nature.

Ms President,

Ou the British side, it was an ex-Presidentof the Oxford Union, Sir Edward

Heath, who us Prime Minister in 1972 first recognised the scope for a new

approachto Northern Ireland.

Tn the course of 1972, the Heath Government prorogued the parliament at

Stormont. I:didsonuinlyhmmhhdcamwmpmnawmm
type parliamentary system which in practice resulted in permanentome-party rule
in Northern Ircland was no longer tolerable.

Wnflfinlfiwmmfixnffikfi\gflfiluy,mm(bv&mpn&wt

mmmm;wfiumwflmhmuwwficfirmfld

lehcgddediniufimn’epefi:ym“o«bflnh]md.

Thnppmuhinumuwopcp«shnbaenpmgumdywdifind over the
intervening twenty-five years. One thinks,for examiple, of the Sunningdale

Agreemeat of 1973; the Joint Studies of 1980/81;the Anglo-Irish Agreement of
1985; the Downing Street Declaration of December 1993; the Framework
Dosumentof March 1995; and. the lsunch of political talks in Belfast under

international chairmanship i June 1996.

£0°4.800°ON 0921 26.AUW 20
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Wh:nhilmiln!bukha:kcnmilpnioi‘h‘ywiflnnfimar
mfllbb

cansistancy of purpose in Britsh and lrish Goversment policy from 1972

onwards, Of course there bave been consrets developments and changes in
M;MNMW‘;WMJWIWZM

M
Framework Documsnt joi flypubEMhymywnGonmmam“dm
Govemment of Mr. Major in March 1995. ‘But the key elemeats in the approach
cIMMwmmthumwmmm

m
period.

mmmmmwmmmmslmism

mflhfimwwfiuwwmflmfimfla
q\mw.

‘The first of the guiding ideassbared by the British and Irish Govermnents is that
Landon and Dublin should wark together. This co-operative approach was given
formal expression in the Anglo-Irish Agreement of 1985, a Treaty registered at

the United Nations. Bmmmmwfiwgn\dmam
sphege of that aymm,wwnwuhwmdmmwgflw

.

‘Why should this be? Ib:fiewithastedawi}hfi:infin\uywflhinthmi
flmds

1o which I have already referred. Wfimmfimmznisclhnlmin
thanhvhndmnnmm:yamhismry,muh:inmuwm!fllm
rdmdfilfimfipx:fifinflflflmhmfimhmddkd

mm

betweenthe two islands.

the flight from compromise

the cansequence of conflist.

A second element of understandingconcezas the stanceof the British
Govemment. Drawingon whatthe King, the then Prime Minister, and many

others stated at the time of theAnglo-Trish setllement of 1922, the British
Wmmmitdmmmpfimmmismuum stability
mdmm&finfimestahfifi:dbywummmnufiopwphmwh

falling shortof a united Ircland.

Uniogists. It is worth recalling some of the background.

904800N 19:21 | 26.ABW 20 .



The National Archives reference PREM 49/108

mmm:m:zmmuwmmdmmmmw
u

ifludmmwkmbywkhhpwpkuumin
.mmw

mdwruu;bubuwemwepmflelndpmfidly compatible sets of rights.

Am&lmdwmfinfimfl“:fimfiflpmmhiswofbflmdb
ddh

Dublinin 1983 and 1984 underthe tide “The New Ireland Forum” gave

-wimmmfiefihflilymuhdbundfldupinginNafimfliflfinf
in(fix

seriesof preferences. The first preforence was

things, the two Governreats affirmed that “any change in the status of Northern
Jreland would only come about with the consent ofa majority of the people of
Northen Ircland”. That was a logical progression from earlier thinking.

A conference modelled o the New Ircland Foram,entitled the Forum for Peace
and Reconciliation,met in Dublin from 1994 to 1996 with a wider participation
than the New Ireland Forum. This time, the participating parties included the -

Alliance Party and Sinn Fein. '{heFurmpfepavcd a document entitled “Paths to
a Political Settlcr-snt: Realities, Principles and Requizements”. This document,

which was largely but not fally agreed, states that 3 sul-srantial consensus bas

developed aromd the acceptance by the Jrish Governmes:that the democratic
fiwofu!fd:mfimfimbyflwpedphofkdm;lcawhchm!

bemdud
subject to the agrsement and consent of a majority 6f 13¢ people of Northern

Treland. Tn this, it was simply reflecting anundoubted fact.

s-a:mnmzy'ssmu_;pummwmpmdflmwcfl
vfl

i i ngnll@nedvedtheflnbe\hin ut the end of 1995,
responseto Ireland’s political difficulticsand
q:fionuflmg&hlfl ‘the new thinking among those

jon iFreland: _
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“The crax of that problem involves an ongoing partition of the island between
sfifimmmms&mmmmwsmwmufmm

in Northerp Ireland between the British and Irish hetitages; but surcly every

dweller in the country must hope that the Governments involved in its

mcmdcfiuhsfinfiwlwfdthwifllflwmnyflmwmlm

more like the net on a tennis court, a demarcation allowing for agile

mmfl-uh,fi:rwmm;fimgafinmwhm&n
vitality that flowed in the beginning from those brasing words ‘cncmy” and
allics” might fnally derive from a less binary and altogether less binding

vocabulary.”

1n an arnticle in last week’s Irish Times, Prime Minister Blair looked farward to

mlmhfimmhflfimwmenmby-m

three-stranded agreement. In the parlance of Nosther Ireland politics,the three

strands refer respectivelyto political structures within Northern Ircland, the

North-South relationship in Ireland, and the British-lrish or East-West

A to StrandOne, the 1972 Greon Paper called for “pawer-sharing” between the
representatives of th two main communities of traditions, Uniondst and

Nationalist.

The 1972 Green Paper also recognisedan “Irish dimension”to the gavemance

of Northern Ireland. The Irish dimension, whichis subject of Strand Two, was

ot of course 8 new idea, A fundamentalpart of the original 1920-1921

mmpvmi;ewudmmcnwimefuepnm}lmhmhflnmlmm

continuing capstitutional links between the North and Britain would be

parallelledby strong North-South links. Whatwas perhaps newin 1972 and

wbnhus\nvivedinel_l_nhinkin&isthauswuuflbhlnddimenliunhn

mm:mmhfimmfl;fiufimhmmwdispmafimw
envinzewaoflhunkdandwifluhpnm‘ulmmofMidmfily.

As well s a Narth-South dimensioz,there will be ar Easi-West dimension to &

Jasting serdement. This will be negotiated in Strand Theee. The two

Govemmments look farward to developing an “nstitutior| recognition” of the

special links that &.sist berween the peoples of Britair #'d Ireland.

We are ready to replace the Anglo-Jrish Agreement by a new Agreement taking
iz account what has beea agreed under the Three Strands.

90°d 800 ON Zv:Z1 ZE.AUN ¢0
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The two Governments have

confidence-building measures, 8 term

of the 1970s.

Dr. Peter North, the w@mvmmedlmdmmsimbh co-author
omezpadthqumadend;awhi&hubmkmhn

pmn!
new ground ib belping us to understand the relationship between parades and
Toasches and the underlyin politial problcams of Northem Iraland. The North
Repart speaksof the “symbolic nature” of pasades, “gllowingthem to mean

different things to different people”

Onzdfiemmhpumtumnfldnuwdhgm in Northern Ireland in
thniwnedimfumwiflbetomm!hmmemml approach to parades
recommended by Dr. North and his collcagues replaces confrontation on the
streets. It will be helpful if those involved in dialogue sbout parades, both
Utionists and Nationalists, make more sparing use of ‘the tenn “rights”, which
often seems intended to end all discussion, and more generous use of terms such

as “interests” and “concernsTM.

AsDr. Mujuri:Mwhmbaspoimdm,lhmuemnymvmhwfich
confidence building measures are desirable, The onus to undertake such
‘measures is on political parties and paramilitary organisations as 'well as on

Governments.

lwmmfimjutmmnfmmmmlxiwifiufis. )3
reconciliation and 2 new beginningare possible, a sensitivityo the concemmsof
prisoners will be the proof. For example,it is in keeping withpolicy throughout
these islands to trassfer as many prisonsrs as possib’z % prisons close to their
families. .

M President,

thIhvebwndesm?fingiu“fimdofidm”,hn‘hnpinaecbermm
d

consistentway b tbe British and Irish Governmerts over tweaty-five years.

These ideas are sl opposed in some quarters, by 1-:gul*%cans who waat only 3

unitary Irish State and by harder line Urnicnists who adept an inverse tectitorial
agenda in United Kingdom tems.... - e

These groups h-va;nnu in:‘nfltme‘nthan H;.eyappm\:. Both rely on absolute
nnfimafwvu:iwd:viwdnthnm:ofwmhflhinm 17th century and
by Blackstonein the 13th century, in the serviceof long past political interests of

£0°d 800°ON £7:Z1 c5.AUN 0
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that time. wadomlfinufiudmwdppnlfifiwfilw“hmwi
&

the mare hopeful developments of the 20th ceatury. 3

!nd!-pflfifiuvflodly,ikinnn&r\dnofmbdm'hnnmndvof
luhnuq\u

afls@!wbfln&pfllfiuflflmhmfid@md’o&a& Itisalsoa
medmmmfimphuwmmpuimmmdyhm
wopcmumhrulfim%mfizu. i ;

Bmdnpofifiuofammfln,udofkmiuwliwvhhwphf
iky,m

‘become the ballmark of maturity in public fife. 1 bave already spoken of the
United Natiops and the European Union. 1 could s ras’ly have mentioned the
mmwmmhmnmmwuwwwmhm
Australis and South Africa, or the alills in coalition-building that we have
lesmmedin Trish pelitics.

mm:mmmmnmmmmwmumofw.

Fundamentalismis an unsignpostedrogd to disastes.

Mr Pregident,

e uro Goverprmcatsaad the partis i Norther Irland are, ss T said a the
outset, now face-to-face With an opportanity, unparalleled in our bistery, to put

‘behindus the troubles of centuries.

Gladstone’s visionof the 1880, am@oémwmuwu
Empire to base relationships within thesa islands on friendsbip and

understanding, led to the settlement of 1922, with its residue of difficulty.

From the 1970s sawards, against the backgrownd of -mon British and frish
‘membership of i European Unioa, a new spiritin aud in politics, and 8.

ecomomio renziss.ice in Ireland, we have developed 2 find of shared ideas from
which to negotiate wgpmhq:gjnsemmg The w-x of a whole generation

“The public moodis averwhelmigly for pease.

80°d 800°ON £7:Z1 £6.ABW 20
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There is another dimension to politics. 1 am referring to the ability to fargive.

‘hope is there in the Middle Esst, or amang

Empe,ufiurAfiin,ufiummofu:

wefiilujoinDr.Mwlminwdnh:flmMmmy?

hmwmuwnrmmmlmmmm
MMWMWMWM.MNMMMW.WWB
hmdsnpcn'h:viflmpdifidshlifimdwfifi:&" It is in the relationship
with Ireland - and for those of us in politics in Dublis, i the relationship with the
pxfin!in“wmunkdmdmdwi&liriuin-manme unavoidably into
wnmwhhmbumfinwaflybenmlwdinmfidnufmvdm,
\unseen values which are yet the most important values of all.

11 1825, the OxfordUrion debated ireland or th Srst time. The moton that te
maummmmmhmnmmmwamm

As recently u!amy.hofirduflmnnged 2 Northem Ireland Forum
bringing together among otbers,the then Sccretaryof Statc Patrick Mayhew,

Jobm Firoe, and David Trimble. By choosing 2 ‘non-adversarial format, the

‘Unicu reflectedin its own way the seriousncss of purpose which political parties

bave demonstratedby observing bipartisanship on NorthernIreland.

Themhuemmwwmummyspefiminmis&mbem

Inown as the question of Ireland,

In this gemeration, and in advance of the 215t century, we can transform our

msmmdwmgmmwmflm-fipo{

hmbrehnflmmwafldmfimnwldbymmm

END.

TOTRL P.22

ot .19


