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Address by the Taoiseach, Mr. .{ﬂhn Bruton, T.D.,
to the Oxford Union, ]
Wednesday, 7 May, 1997

theme to which I wall r=turn shortly.

during which [ will meet,
[ come with a

1 do so with a sense of histary, a

in place. It consists of two clements:-

-amiksprmmnpentnaﬂpmﬁcsmdinwlﬁnglhﬂwuﬁwmu;

- an end to IRA violence.

A dotailed plan for peace is already

1 .nent has, with the British Governmer?, dellmad
w?hflﬂ ‘ncusive talks process. The talks opaed mﬂf:tun?ﬂ J'u::.::L
lmmmdmﬁm,ﬁﬂuﬁnguﬁmﬂmdlwﬂ Northem Ireland elections,
SJmhﬂthmﬁastfmmtu-dly.

] at 'm u
I welcome Dr. Mowlem $ statement on Saturday, an her appo :hmnfn’a' l

it i ! these talks, to rea »
Secretary of State, thatitis hnmw ' _
political accommodation. Aty meciag tomorrow afternoon with the Prime
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Minister, 1 will be uﬂ'mig:h:ahul:-hmted co-aperation of the Irish
Government in this project.

Itisnnwﬁm:furthnaepu!:ﬁmldmmmduﬁfﬂ'lhﬂmdﬂmdm
pﬁﬂepl:n-ﬁ:longprumuadm:ﬂsﬂin_

prospezity is open to all.

;s mament of spportunity was not easy to constract. There kave been difficult
E;I?MMW?ﬁmﬂME&emmmPhnﬁile@ah:em
includes the following elements. Mwafthunmputu;ph:f:dmm
ceasefire, giving the lie to the royth that 'nuﬂdnghappfuad :hmn; the ceascfre.
Intmeﬁstthuﬂmmtsbflh:planfurpuuﬂrudymphﬂ.

. first, the Trish and British Governments bave agreed the Iumtﬁmm'k
Document. This document, jointly launched by Joho Major md me in
February, 1995, sets out our shared understanding of the pdlh‘:ﬁ
structures which might form a basis for a comprehensive po L3
settlement 1t commands the support of all the major political parties m
Dublin and i London;
second, to deal with decammissioning, an International Group, chaired by

Senator George Mitchell, was set up and hasrr:pmcd to both
Governments an how the issue might best be dealt with.

¥ - i d
L rtie ah=ﬂymmn:ﬂkshawsmcﬁsﬁﬂlyn=w=dkﬂu
m? 'T;mﬁ;re Ii;hudnn!ﬂhiylgﬂﬁmdmﬂmﬁrnﬂw

fourth, 3 role has been agreed for a group of independent, impartial,
h:t:rna:nr.all:bhir_mm, MMM@WW:MM.
energy and patience; |

. -

or Peace and Reconcilia uﬂuuhasremai For
4 the opporaomity to work with all the poliical
nd with the SDLP, the Alliance
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cixth during the IRA ceasefire, the Irish Government joined with otbers in
gaining top level access for Sinn Féin in the United States;

b m,dumﬂumuﬁu,thenﬁﬁshﬁnmmtrminﬁﬁuduim
Orders [on ;'uruminwumembm_nﬁhekepuhlmh{nm] in Mareh

1995;
. eight, both Govemments lifted broadcasting restristions on [Simn Féin]
representatives;

- ninth, British military patrolling in support of the RUC in Northemn Ireland
was reduced by 75% during the ceasefire;

- tenth, the Mational Emergency was formally ended inmyjm-isﬁntionnnd.
with the taking of that step, thc Emergency Fowers Act 1976 expired;

- eleventh, 36 IRA prisonerss in my jurisdiction were allowed early release
during the TRA ceasefire,

. twelfth, the Convention on the Transfer of Sf.nt:n:cd Persons was signed .|
and brought into force, opening the way for irish prisoners in British jals
to be transicrred to Imh;aﬂs, ;

. thirteenth, the British Govermment restored rexission rates for prisoners in
Northern Ireland to 50%. This led to the early release of a signiicant
rumber of prisoners. : i

- fmme:mh.,mdmns;impumw,m:empm;ﬂinﬂuﬂwmﬂupm {
open to Sizu Féin, to which I have already referred.

These are but some of the measures taken to facilita’..  sconciliation for the
Republican Movement durig the 16 months of the IP.A ceascfire, and most of
thern were done aince I became Taoiseach. |

M:Eapﬂc_h?mchmmwttmtckw:“. Itmlm
that a stage can be reached where everything is in place for something t0

Wshmhﬂmmmdﬁ:mnyﬁﬂmm If we fail to
mmﬁmdms;:mmmzmhmn on one side or the
other will gain credence.

S0'd £00°ON I0:TT £B. AHW 20
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Is it really our wish to allow hardliners in the paramilitary organisations to argue
thatthuonlyhnguag:nmﬂpenplnmdﬁmnﬁsmﬂmmﬂufmdﬂ?

Isitmnynu:wishtuaunwthclﬁghpricmm&rcwddmmimﬁnp

fall back once again on tha delusion that violence is the only thing wrong with |
Northern Ireland and that the extirpation of certain other political groups 1s the
cme thing required for a solution?

1 it really our wish, as Seamus Heaney once said about g political killing, “to
Iug our liftle destiny againT” _

Mr President,
The republican mnwmcnt is al a =mssruadu

They have said they will end violence if only they can be part of 8 meaningful
negotiation on the future of Ireland. The British and rish Governmeats have said
that they can be part of such gegotiation if only they end violence. If they make {
gnudﬂmirpmmi::tntakcﬂlepuﬁ&calmid.thzmﬁommwﬂlnuiw
them at the gates of Stormont Bujldings into mclusive talks where 0o topic is
excluded and sl the relevant players are present.

On the other hand, the republican movement may choose not to suspend their
namp!ignnf‘ﬂinl:n::ﬂa!l.wmha!f»mspmdﬂ,mdﬂmumitw:ﬂ,
to combine syntax gnd semtex. Under those circumstances the Irish Govemnment
and the parties representing the majority of Nationalists in Northern Ireland will
not postpone progress in the ncgotiations in Belfast, The lrish Government will
not for their sake withhold the hand of friendship from our Unionist neighbours.
The Irish and British democracies will not be the hostages of the republican
movement. ‘We want peace, but we will not compromise our democyatic values.

Mr Presideat,
Allow me also to address myself directly to Unionists in Norther Ireland.

You will remember the lines of thc-ﬂnrﬂ:unm poet John Hewitt about
his own people: * .

“this is our country also, nowhere else;

26, AEHW 40 . .
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" and we shall not be outcast on the world”.

pressure under hich Unionists have been placed by the provist
mmmbﬂdﬁ:ummkuthmmwmﬂlym I want to say
= anninniﬂmiHnﬁnmw

. Ise Wi ionali bea
joni th:tunmpmmuwnh_ﬂmnnﬂmwﬂlnut_
Ummw'hm:m"f;tmmﬂﬁnmmmuh' lymnmﬂmlhehnd. Thcrem
mfﬂﬁhu;lhﬂmuﬂhlpnumlylddrmd Iwuuld.nni_:mlyﬂ?eﬁt A
welcome 3 searching investigat ‘nnnf_thﬁnssuu‘ by Unionist negotistors
Starmont talks. Thgltiﬁﬂlﬂh-a:pm&umﬁumﬁth:nblc,mm
fears can be addressed. :

What ‘ the talks have
diﬂicuhhmdmdmmﬂaﬁﬂawhn!e?w
ﬂﬂdLmﬁwwMMdmbsmﬁﬂgmm&mzm.
Strands, bmuwlhhﬁ:ﬁm:m@upodhmmdmmi c:ns
mwcmmmmmmmMMmm:mw envisage.

jonists sisted violent terrarism for twenty-five years. If there was an
gmmﬂzimmmm isthnrn_tu ﬁ_wfrnm.ﬂmnga: nﬂwﬂh
e T e e e
i3 i 1ld trick or i ‘ : .

%ﬂwy ”mmmmﬂm, onee the tareat of violence is off the

I#mnnwumtﬁthﬁm;nfhimryofﬁhinhmﬁﬂﬁrmmummm

20°d §00°ON ZO:T1 26.AUN 20
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P Treland
) Wﬂ.ﬁ:imof?lnmemz}e'fur‘ ,
s &;:f;:mi?:: &Tﬂi Oford Union as in the political life of
was a3
these islands.

= 1-. - [ m
Home sought amnmdﬂtBIristhuanahmhygmullmtﬂi
Mﬁmyﬁ;n&nﬂniﬂm Inﬁﬁ:w.ummu_lm;m i
mihpubmsﬁm:th:rd:ﬁmﬂpmmlh:mmﬂ‘w
ﬁﬁﬁnﬂ&::ﬂ:ﬁmﬁbﬂﬁhﬁiﬂm. hwpw .

q
:
q
R
;
£
3
]
E

On 6th June 1907, almost ninety years agu,ﬂw.ludﬂnfthe Inish Parliamentary

Party, Jobmn 1 ;an “That in the opinion of
hdmmd;ddrﬁsndmeUmnnnnﬂmmuum n i

ﬁ:isﬁ:usn,kdmdshuﬂdwtheﬂglutnwhumﬁm . The

mntimwun'i:dbyiﬁmtuﬂﬁ.

thuymﬁshﬁngfnrﬁhdstnn:‘smnu of the future, by the time of the

1 | ] lhEGcnﬂﬂPnstDﬁcehDubﬁnﬂ
Irish Republic was tle:‘.land in front of
mE:st:r IB?EPmethis action, in gfstauunfurmw vears, flowed a more

Lioyd George’s Government brought in the Cvernment of Ireland Act,
mwmzﬁmg_mmhﬂmwmmmmm But
itwanunlntntnﬁlhth@_mmqnfmﬁ._ -

The Anglo-lrish Treaty was signed in December 1921.

ations. Lloyd-George dfnrwdtnuumnmki.nh
During the Treaty negotiations, Lloyd: looke : s
mmawwhuuwum.wwmw’ofmm

= Eam . W

, v te Mard msbe ol gL by e A

: _ e i
.- . L A Tkl
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vision of sconomic and political justice for an
the Unpited Kingdom. For some Years, perhaps
seetned just posn’blamuﬁl?dstnn:h:d found

L ' 880s who spoke of new
hole over the same period. WEMI ]
uhunmnn!:w in Irish-British relations was right, but would have found it hard to
hﬂdlthesoluﬁnnthﬂmmpr:b;
" Irish State in twenty-six counties, decp 3
E:m;mmmmhmmufapounmmwm

The sertlement of 1922 was in memyrespm 2 success. But we would be dong

deny that that settlement, emerging very repidly in very

fell short of accommodanng satisfactorily the

The mmost tronbling residue of dtfﬁ:ﬂlty was in Nprlh-.:m Ireland.

‘terms bl ' ' 9th century, for Trish
speak | md:tnrms,thnpmhlmfnﬂ.ondonmthcl 6
N g e 200 s S U
' : aea .
U,hash:mthcsam:pmhlmjuwmm
ﬁi:wddmtmkmbmkimyhnwuldmﬂ:mdfwm
accommodation within a larger nait... e

hlmiudlrelm:;z-;rénuud:rﬂnm:ﬂ.uk,wpnmf by the determined
opposition of the Unionist minonty.in Ireland. . ... .-

20, the border made the. Uniopists L2
m &Mwmmmmﬁ,mulimmd
substantial Nationslist miponity, ... . . -

. [
s : : i
A fp i o gl 2 L LY

= s i_' oo
'--'-','IH‘ g Ty
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In the absence of the CORIEE
we ourselves created, B ol e of the ass

produced Mussolini’s Concordat, and ﬂlﬂt_
BmhtheﬁyﬁﬂmeElﬂﬁm?“-‘ﬂ“ﬂ“-. e, OO
was i the 1930's, 1940's and 1930’ 2

: t-in i0 ncnumﬂ house at C
T ® ¢ agaiast e allocation of is hot
tastead of to & Catholis Ezmily, by 3 umloRZFEEE
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armotation to my basic pomt, nnguld:hn_smd
whid mnhmthecmoli::mmwmlﬂ'qmn
. ++e movernent. The generation of

ﬁswalookalthnidﬂsm;dnmmﬂ
I believe it 1s relevant to Jo 0
?ﬂfmmmhthcﬂanfﬁhdmsmdmu

Oue obvious change was the end of the European :mpu‘!s

Eurocentri d of the generation before World War One, the standard
E&ﬂm&ﬂ&ﬂﬂ%.uth:ﬁmﬂmm?fhyﬂ |
Uﬁnﬁm,wnﬂdhcm&mﬁgu{mﬁd@sduﬁmﬁmmmaﬂtm
that was supposed to mean for civilisation itself.

' ] ards independence and
' ]jkeﬂtlnsh,ontheuthﬂhmd, it:_.'ugghngtciw '
rt;:n;:smﬁunmdﬁlia:pmsinnnf WMWMw,my.mm
over-accentnated their undoubted distinctiveness, and m:r-m.'.sc‘d what is
atpmmdinlha&iahwds,SinnFéin,mning‘umﬁmﬂm: :

Internation ' ' o in 1914, The new
al:ﬂ:'nu*su:mwrymﬂtreuﬂytod?r,&mnml
apprmhm:awmufapﬂmfmml“ngthauwldpmbkmnf
division m Ulster. -

A collective approach to security, of cowse a very fragile construst, began to
urym“iuaﬁertheﬁrstw:uddw:r.

AﬂnﬂuSmnquﬂde,ﬁi:muecﬁwapp?uchw'mm:ﬁedm?mdw
Urgency. Itﬂﬂmhbaappmchtedthﬂﬂmmﬂﬂquﬂha =
comipg into conflict, must deliberately develop and accentuate the interests o
have in common. This was reflested in the Charter of the United Nations in
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i thatrespmtfurhmrighlsismaiegmmmmbjﬂtmmmﬂ
diplomacy.

isious traditions, it is increasingly understood that actions unite,
ivide. Christian traditions, except in pockets here and there,

with those of other cultural backgrounds.

The search for common values is in part a response to complexity. The volume
ufcunn:ﬂmmwmm:miﬁngnﬂmnicmthemnfmmﬁn
mmh,thzuadehmnmr,infamﬁun.mdﬁnmmfﬂhmuwmﬂhg
mm:mm,wudwim;mmﬁmmgw_qu
water, and air - all of this is likely to elude political authorty if politics relies on
national measures of control alone.

Tnpto&uceintamtedandﬁhﬁiv:-inﬁﬂi&s. gnuﬁmunﬂdmw

common values. mpﬂqﬂu._wmmﬁndﬂnmpfmmmmﬂ
vﬂueswhichmausﬂlmnmhe.mhﬁrﬁpmmmrﬁhmmh{psmdth
readiness to share, into a way of life at the level of states, regions, business, and

growing interest in the ethics of public affairs bas b m matched by another
pT::nmenunufth: late twentieth sentury, the constroetve involvement of third
parties in situstione of conflict. Investigatian and mediation have been
accampanied by aid and investment. It is not surprising, therefore, that the .
United States, the European Union, and a number of other governments and
organisations have in one way, or muother pat their sefvices at the disposal of the

The technique of “workmg;hemnu p;mu:id’.’,.u Jobn Hume puts i, is
fimdamental and explicit.in the European Community, ox as we now call it, the
Eurgpean Union.

Y L wen a3 e i

- T E P
A e T P L |
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Europe bas always impacted o Inish affairs. At the tumn of the 19th century, the
Napoleonic Wars brought about the Act of Unian. At the um of the 20th
my.ﬂmG:euWarﬁ:Bwuﬂmdﬂumdiﬁumfnriﬁupulhmd
Ircland. The European element in the Irish equation is now very different. As
the 21st century approaches, the states of Eutope have dsveloped new modes of
co-operation and mutual accountability - what might be called coalition politics
on an international scale - for the aimple reason that it promotes peace. This is
an opportunity for peace in Ireland.

One of the most famous things ever said abaut Northern Ireland was said by
Winston Churchill after the end of the First Warld War in a speech to the House
of Commons:

“The modes of thought of men, the whols outlook on affairs, the groupings of
partics all have encountered violent and tremendous change in the deluge of the
world. But as the deluge subsides and the waters fall short, we sce the dreary
stecples of Fermanagh and Tyrone emerging once more. The integnity of their
quarre] is one of the few institutions that bas been unaltered in the cataclysm
which has swept the world.”

What Churchill was saying in 1921 about & lack of perspective m Northemn
Ireland was even more obviously true by the 1970s. In the modem cra “the
modes of thought of men, the whole outlock on affairs” paint overwhelmingly to
new ways of reconciling differences in Northern Ireland, Will the parties in
Northem Ireland adapt themselves to these new perspectives?

The Americans have the concept of 2 zero-sum game. In 3 zero sum game, the
gains on one side of the ledger cqual losses somewhere clse. It is impossible for
me to win unless you, to the same degree, lose out.

i the middle years of this ceatury, the politics of Northern Ireland seemed to
many a ZeTo SUM game.

By the 1970s, a more sophuuuud ap;;rnanh became po:sible. It was
understood that an honourable accommodation could benefit both Nationalists
and Unionists. A settlement could be devised uader which neither side weould

claim victory and neither suffer a defeat.

mwﬁnpuﬂautdﬁngeufn‘rmmm:smputmaﬁmmd
the present is the change that has come over the Republic of Ireland.

P0°d £00°ON 92:ZF =~ <E.AUH <0




The National Archives reference PREM 49/108

are the highest in
mmptedtnmnhthenhimof
ﬂ:at“uwsnuaauﬁmowrhnwﬂmof

Nurmith:saidthatwulagbehi:ndccnmiﬂlly.

] relatively stagoant. But since
iod up to 1959, the Irish econormy Was
Eﬂﬁﬁﬁmmm' hmnumymnuwmmm:hm_ E
. copmition. Net disposable income per head is now close Gulm
l : recent article, ane of my Fine _

it i gy 1 lﬁn:ﬂ;ﬁ:tr;t;:mufgu
prn::ui:!thclﬁshccmmyhaﬁ an.:;:mpeanpanﬂ: e
German, ltalian and Greek ecopomies in the aftermath

For a number of reasomns, including the age structure of nu:h popﬁt‘l;l:r ¥

temm of education, and a practice of social partnershup, mufﬂm osp:
:::Inmmmwwﬂlmﬁnucmwumesmﬂ. EXCess Europ
average. - _

Treland has been &n eVO :

special subject W0 which I will return in a few memens.

. £ oved cireumstne féran:wnpproachmﬂmﬂ:m
count of the improved circnmstances fo8 < T2 ; g

]ﬁlﬁd is incomplete without touching on Bnhsh-m relations as 2

tal ith e i comm¢n thap any otber two
i hﬂshﬁﬂrm:ndkdmdwﬂhmmm‘
mgnmmwopunrpﬂwmywhmmmwwﬁ.

! ie. We share the sameé
share but two languages - Eaglish andGaehc -
:Egiuua :;lt :::mal traditions. Ireland, like Britain, is a common law country,
although with a wnitten constitution. - 3

§0°d J00°ON 2€:TF. ..¢B8.ABH <O .



The National Archives reference PREM 49/108

" U 2 st
13

share the same geaetic pﬂﬂli&ami@pnhtmmtdmﬂ:emuf
ﬂ‘;;ﬂiﬁﬂ&rdlﬁmhﬁm or English, Scottish, urWulihw |
who have an Trish relative. W:rndth;m:mﬂ:m,walnhlh:mmlcm
pmmeu.mdluppm“yufthemfootbaﬂm. In rugby. there 18
both 3 single all-Ireland team and a joint British-Irish team.

It is obvious that Britain is, and will always remain, Ireland"s most important
trading partoer. Whatiilmﬁdulylmmisithnﬂlewhm:d u:d;mthl:
other direction 13 mhthﬂwc,ﬁhnuﬂlnmmﬂmfmpupﬂnm are
pow Britain’s ﬁﬂhmhmmtumgpmmhwmid.

Hmmdmﬁcﬁgzhmdnbﬁpﬁumnfdﬁmﬁp,lﬁshdﬁnmhﬂﬁﬂn'
mmsmmthingwrydnuwthnmfuoﬁnguﬂﬁﬁ:hmbjmmm.
The same 2pplies to British people living in Ireland. We vote in one another's
elections. We can travel and settle down freely in one another’s countries. Wo
can take employment in one another’s public services.

Thege British-Irish exchanges are of particular importance for Northern Ireland
but they are also important., I believe, for the wider British-Tnish relationship. 1
welcome that under the Ireland Ast, 1949, the Republic of Ireland is not a ;
“foreign country” for the purposes of any law enforced in any past of the United
Kingdom.

In sum, ope of the ndmmgﬁwthawmjnycdinmdmadﬁhw?ﬂ:ingnﬂ
new approaches for Northeru Ireland is the uniqueness of the Anglo-lIrigh
relationship. The imtimacy of relationships within these islands makes Northern
Irsland qualitatively different to any other divided socisty in Europe.

Mr Pregident,

I have argued that from the 1970s on, the circumstances have been propitious for
a new approach to Northeru Ireland. Ihavummsledthatthemeofm
political leadership, in particular within the nationalist community, made change
inevitable, I bhave tried to describe the favourable imnn:io:_ml 'nacl:wnund.
some of the changes in the Republic of Ircland, and the quality of the wider
Rritish-Irish relatiopships, within which we joindy face the Northem Ireland
issue.

That picture, which I believe in its essentials to be true, has been clouded ar
:umpﬁcalndbyl‘;zmcrgmuufth:pmﬁsimulmﬁmrshm!ldlﬂfm K
mﬂ,umﬂﬁy&:amﬁmzaﬁamwmmm“mmum
with that democratic political party.

20°d 8O0 ON BE:C1 JE.AEHKH 20
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; : authorities of the statc and &
Aslmguﬂ:m:sabnakdmmumthatwmth: ' ‘the
section of its people, there 15 mp:farlmpuammfarymm 1o
irself as a line of defence. We have seen that this can happen oo the
cither side of the community in Norther Ireland.

Itwmﬂdhﬁamisuh,msm.mwﬁhumw&l#m _
campeiga. Whﬂﬁcmmmﬁnm&mfmiﬂtﬂnmmm
Nmﬁmhtludhpamuewhﬂwmﬂdhemmnod@Emﬂ}mh}gtu
ammdmaﬁstmdpmfnmdlfuchzi:uhjwﬁwﬁ:rlmetyﬂmudmddmm
allegiances. Normal feelings of insecurity have been haruessed to an out-of-date
and unrealistic ideology.

The aggrmivnmt:ﬁufmﬂémhunnmnm&mﬂlu people of Ireland.

ually, Irish democracy repudiates the insidious strategy nfthearmalfiuand
fhihnl{utbux.thuwmbimﬁmuf violence and of electoral policy. Anideclogy’
of forced unity is rejected. Itis out of date. It is inhuman. It is alien to the Insh

nagmre.

Mr President,

Ou the British side, it was an ex-President of the Oxford Union, Sir Edward
Heath, who as Prime Minister 1o 1972 first recognised the scope for a new
approach to Northern Ireland. .

In the course of 1972, the Heath Government prorogued the parhament at
Stormont. 1t did so mainly becauss it had come to accept that 8 Westminster
type parliamentary system which in practice resulted in permanent ane-party rule
in Northern Ireland was no longer tolerable.

Within 2 few mon:hs of taking this step , the British (iﬂ*&m:ntgmd}uada
G:mn?wmdmmawmt:?apﬂnuﬂhﬁngthemmpubywhchupmpoud
mhcgnidedmiummpoli:y_nnﬁor&cmhhnd..

The approach in those two papers has been progressiely codified over the
intervening twenty-five years. One thinks, for example, of the Swmgdﬂﬁ
Agreement of 1973; the Joint Studies of 1980/81; the Anglo-Irish Agreement of
198S: the Downing Street Declaration of December 1993; the Framework
Document of March 1995; and the lsunch of political talks in Belfast under
international chairmanship in June 1996. .

..£0°¢d 800'ON Op:21
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When histarians lock back on this period, they will notice a remarkable
consistency of purpose in British and Irish Govemment policy from 1972
been concrete developments and changes in
ﬂ:mhnghﬂwm the Heath Government’s Green Paper of October 1972 and the
Eramework Documment jointly published by my own Government and the

London and Dublm shnuldwuﬂ:h:ﬁ:

formal expression in the Anglo-insh Agreement ol ‘

the United Nations. Bmmbcfmcthcﬁnslo-h;hwguﬁmdnh:
sphere of that agrmnen:,th:twnﬁwmmmuhawlemmdtnwwkmm.

Why should this ba? Ib:liuv:ithastudnv-ithﬂwinﬁmn?within thes islands
to which I have already referred. We have cum:tumc?gmselhutlntﬂcmmtm
Northern Ireland must have an eye to history, and_n:!:c to account all the
relevant relationships: within Northern Ireland. within the island of Ireland, and
between the two islands.

In working together the two Governments seek t::pmwde a moral centre nf
gravity, an anchor, in a sifuation where d::_pdxmmns produce dupamuunns.
London snd Dublin have mare “psychological space™ than the partics in Northem
[reland. If between us we can m:emwhﬂi?hwmd&?ﬁhlq_wnmm
the flight from compromise and the multiplication of theories which are so often
the consequence of conflict.

cond element of understanding conceras the stance ofthFBnmh
g:'crmunt. Drawing on what the Kmg, the then Prime Minuster, m:u! many
others stated at the time of the Anglo-Irish n@:a:mt?flgzz,ﬂmﬁnnsh ‘
guvmmmthumdeitdmthmiupﬁmwmmumaupum smhﬂny
mdmdﬁaﬁmemhﬁsbdhymmtmgﬂﬂamhwhomhhuhu
igland of Ireland. _

Uniocmists. It is worth recalling some nfthr.h‘
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Membership of the European Unica has placed our relationship with Britam in 3
fresh perspective.

Violence in Northern Ireland bas forced 2 reappraisal of the more simplistic
assumptions of traditional nationalism.

Eﬂmﬁﬂ!ymnnmtﬂicthﬂwﬂ'ﬂmuniminmduﬁmﬂhtmﬁm on the

islmdhlsm:mhcsmbymyhnhpmplful .
and wrong, but between two paralle] and potentially compatible sets of rights. | I

A conference of constitutional Nationalist parties on the island ofjrﬂlnd held in
Dublin in 1983 and 1934 under the tde “The NcwlrclandFurum gave oA
imtnth:ﬂwﬁbﬂitymnthndbundwdupmgmﬁanamhﬂthmhn_ g

over a decade by tabulating a series of preferences. The first preference was

wammmm.mﬂmmwm,mmjnm

b 1 f Northern
' rwo Governments affmed that mr:h:u:nlpt?l:nt:NEn
::zdﬂ::ml& only come about with the consent of @ majarity of the people of

Northem Ircland”. That was a logical progression from earlier thinking.

" = . - - L] l-dul I|=|-m -
Recmcﬂlnﬁnn.mﬂmnubh;lﬁmnlﬁﬂnlﬁ.ﬂﬁ?ﬂhnfl T parti mr
::.ithaﬂawhelmdf’nmm- This time, the participating pasues included the

Alliance Party and Sinn Fein. The Forum prepared a document entitled “Paths to

iti inct i * This document,
001 Settler-ent: Realities, Principles and Requizements
::ib:!:h :m: largely but not fally agreed, states that 2 sul:s%antia mlmwd has
i the ace by the Irish Goveramez? e democratic
ﬁlﬁiﬁiﬁﬁmhwp&oﬂvﬁhdmdﬂ a ‘~hole must be exercised
subject to the agrsement and consent of 2 majority ¢f iae people of Northern
Ireland. Tn this, it was simply reflecting an undoubted fact.

eamus Heaney ' 1 iod since the Civil
>y career a5 3 poet has spanned the entire perio
;@umpug:ufﬁ; When he received the Nobel Prize :;:hugdﬁggs,
5 speech muchcdnnhlsuwnn:ponsz to I_:c_ln_rgd__': pbhunll ‘ 1£Em.|.'lt|=:s'
::wmxbeli;ugj&;qumpgﬁmurm@uf the new thinking among those

who mm:ﬁm!hﬁﬂmumhﬂwﬂhnn io Iroland :
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“The crux of that problem involves an ongoing partition of the island between
Bdﬁshmdlﬁshwsﬁcﬁmmdmwuﬂrpushlmtpmﬁﬂunufmm&m
in Northern Ireland between the British apnd Irish heritages; but surcly every
dweller in the country must hope that the Governments involved in its
governance can devise institutions which will allow that partifion 10 become a bit
more like the net on a tennis court, a deimarcation aliowing for agile
give-and-take, for encounter and contendmg, prefiguring a future where the
mmmmmmugmmmmgm*m= and
‘allics’ might Snally derive from 8 less binary and altogether less binding
vocabulary.” |

In an arucle in last week’s Irish Times, Prime Minister Blair looked forward to
r:planhgthodﬁ:uruhgfﬂmth;mhdﬂby‘ﬂnmﬁm:hylm
three-stranded agreement, In the pariance of Northern Ircland politics, the three
strands refer respectively to political structures within Northern Ircland, the
Nerth-South relationship in Ireland, and the British-lrish or East-West

As to Strand One, thclﬂ'?i GrnnnPnper called for “power-sharing” between the
representatives of the two mamn communities or traditions, Unionist and
Nationalist,

The 1972 Green Paper also recognised an “Irish dimension” to the governance
of Northern Ireland. The Irish dimension, which is subjest of Strand Two, was
oot of course 2 new idea, A fundamental part of the criginal 1920-1921
mmp:umiuwuthatﬂzurqaﬁnnufueymﬂmhnmrﬂﬂmmtmdm
continuing constitutional links between the Nosth and Britain would be
parallelled by strong North-South links. What was perhaps new in 1972 and
what has survived in our thinking, is that a strong all-Ireland dimension is an
important reassurance for Northern Nationahists that the new dispensation we
mWhNoﬂhﬁnhﬂmﬂwiﬂﬁ:pnuﬁmlWoﬂhﬁh’idﬁﬁm

As well as a Narth-South dimension, there will be ac East-West dimension to 2
Jasting setement. This will be negotiated in Strand Three. The two
Governments look forward to developing an “institution:c| recognition” of the
special links that e.5ist berween the peoples of Britair = Ireland.

Wemrcadytnnp]aﬁtﬁnnnglﬂﬁshmmmthylmwm
into accownt what has beca agreed under the Three Strands.

LIS
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The two Governments have also come tnappmmt:&lew ‘
mﬂﬂmcrbuﬂdingm.amhnmwdﬁmhmmnﬂd:plm

of the 1970s.

ing Vice-Chancellor of this I.Tnivuﬁity,iaﬂu*cmthnr
giﬂm&ﬁ :f Parades and Mﬂc.hﬂ vfhich has broken IITI
new ground in belping us to understand the relationship between pa.-r;::sﬂm
marches and the underlying political problcms of Northemn Imhnﬂ
Report speaks of the “symbolic nature™ of parades, “allowing them to mean
different things to different people™.

Ore of the most impertant confidence-building measures in Northern Ireland m
the immediate future will be to answre that the consensual apprml}tupmdu
recommended by Dr. North and his colleagues *mphn:s confrontation on the
strects. 1t will be helpful if those involved in dialogue about pl;’l'l!iﬁ, Ecﬁi :
Unionists and Nationalists, make more sparmg use of the tenn “rights”, which
often seems intended to end all discussion, and more geniexous use of terms such
as “interests” and “concerns”. .

jori poi other areas in which
As Dr. orie Mowlam has pointed out, there ar¢ many
mnﬂdg:huﬂde measures are desirable, The umu‘tu undr.rtakc such
measures is on political parties and paramilitary organisations as well as on
Governments.

I : : : 1
will mention just one area of particular concerm, prisons JSSUeS.

:m:ﬂ.iatinﬂ ind 2 new beginning are possible, a mmwt::m the concems of

prisoners will be the proof, For example, 1t is in hfpng ufnh policy throughout

these islands to tra3sfer as many prisoners as possib'2 % prisons close to thexr

families. :

Mr President,

What I have been describing is a “fimd of ideas”, budlt up in a coherent and
consistent way bv tbe British and Irish Governments over twenty-five years.

ideas are sull nppﬁsed in some quarters, by 1-gu-Loans who want cmlj' a
munim; Irish State and by harder lino Unionists who adept an inverse territorial
agenda in United Kingdom terms... .. -~ -

These groups h:ml mnra iﬁ :nmmnn than they appreciate. Bothrely on absolute

noti afmagnﬁdmsadﬂthn?ca:eofwﬁtphalmmﬂm_l?thm
by;uhﬁhtun:intha 18th century, inﬂ:unﬁs:uﬁongp:stpuhumlmmsnf
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et time. Neither dogmatic umicnists gor dogmatic republicans are in touch with
the mare hopeful developments of the mnnmry

it-ia a safe rule of thumb that those who advocate brusque
a discount on the convictions of others. IE:I::.‘LW a
It prnpoud.;thummdyn the

learned in Irish politics.

The three-stranded approach in Nortbern Ireland goes with the grain of hustory.
Fundamentalist is an unsignposted road to disastey.

Mr Pregident,

The two Governmeats and the parties in Northern Ireland are, as | sl
outset, now face-to-face with an apportunity, unparalleled in our histery, to put
behind us the troubles of centunies.

Gladstone’s vision of the 18805, 2 cowrageous effat against the background of
Empire to base relationships within these istands oo ﬁm?ﬂsl'np and
wnderstanding, led to the settlement of 1922, with its residue of difficulty.

From the 1970s umﬁrﬁﬁ, :gunst ﬂuba&.grmmdutz:;mnnﬂnhsh and Inish
membership of (v European Union, a new spint i Zits aud in puhuczf, azd a
ecanormic renaiss.sice in Ireland, we have developed 2 fird of shared ideas from
which to negotiats 2 comprehensive settlement. The wrx of a whole generation

is coming to S NI SMINGDOW. ., .ok o), e ms

The public mood is averwheimingly for peace.

-t Laswer o w e Fad gf @ WhT¥eR v -

- iR pr g Y ~~*_*--3;:- 1« PR Dt
Your invitation to me m;mg,';dmmmufmwd_ _
Ircland through succesaive mmsg@hhm:nfsmﬂhmgpmfumdm
British-Irish relations and in politics as awhole. .
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There is another dimension to politiss. 1 am referring to the ability to forgive.

ies in Northem Ircland and with Britain - that wg come unavoidably into
mcnutlﬂwithpmhlem that can only be resolved in the light of unseen values,
unseen values which are yet the most important values of all.

I 1825, the Oxfard Union débated Irefand for the first time., The motion that the
Act of Union was nat beneficial to Ireland was cartied by a narrow roargi.

Thus began mmkﬂl.mituf_mi;UniﬂninmhMMMmenf

rwo ceaturies.

recently as January, the Oxford Union staged a Northem Ireland Forum
ﬁughg together among others, the then Secretary of State P@:k Mayhew,
John Hurae, and David Trimble. By choosing a mnudvmmal fo:mnt. the :
Union reflected in its own way the seriousness of purpose which political parties
have demonstrated by observing bipartisanship on Northern Ireland.

mmmm’mﬁmwmsamw&smﬁsmwm
known as the question of Ireland.

mmmmummdmadwmnfmzmmmmmmm
mmasmmdmdmﬁngwﬂhhMMMWlnpd
hmﬁnhnﬂmﬁnwnﬂd%ﬁmmw-dhymm

END.
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