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NORTHERN IRELAND: US HOPES OF THE NEW GO ENT,PROPOSALS FOR CONTACTS WITH IT

housaTjSontacts nere are determined that the election outcomeSROuLd impart new momentum to the peace process. . They secuveothat the US stands ready to 4o all it can to help bring thatJbout. .He have replied that we share their hope, but the ey§o Progress is in an unequivocal IRA cease-fire.' That is meyAogohe Mew Government's gift, whatever its majority, andhowever imaginative its approach. We look to the us tg keep upZIaXimun pressure on Sinn Fein/IRA. Sinn Fein now has twee3tes won on a peace manifesto: let them show that they meant

2 Secommendation has been put to Sandy Berger that neShould put in early phone calls to John Holmes and te the new
orthern ireland, urging that thefynanic imparted by the election should not be wasted. inhis ise nal ot ainatalar e licE s VAR Uk ens Inaxsar ethey otten put it). The US accept (genuinely) that the’ essenceContiiug®al DUSt be an unequivocal IRA cease-tire. Theygoncinue to believe, however, that westminster aritmmetic wasthe Ieal reason for what they saw as a failure by HHG to apivethe process forward in recent months. The new Britign.Government could do more to

Talks by a set date,Or at 1%ast within a specified period. This woula be theparden of Berger's song, if he followed the Script whion hasbeen put to him.

the hory-Ann reters say that the NSC has lost all patience witnShe Hume-Adans process which has “grown too many barmaciegt.I mpenou dead in the water. Berger is being lrgea torecommend a new approach.

Supy Nother NSC recommendation to Berger is that he shoula callPUBLIN O pass the message that Sheix election must mot provide
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for delay on the Irish side. The Americans would sayfhat thay expect the Irish to swing benina any initiative fropthe new British Government, even if they were on the threshesd©of their own election.

State, for their part, are making no recommendations forSriY contacts on Northern Ireland by Mrs Albright (or Seniorofficiale).

Selenpe President has, of course, already epoken to Mr Blair byCelephone. They are likely to see one another in the margins©Of the Precidant's visit to Europe at tne end or this month{whether or not Wr Clinton makes a half day side Visit toLondon). But Northern Ireland is unlikely to be the centralfeature of their firat contacts.

7 epeanvhile Senator Mitchell is keen to make early contact flyith the Prime Minister, and with the new secretary or Statefor Northern ireland. The Ambassador recommends that Mr Blairshould accommodate this request if at all possible. One option55 chat Senator Mitchell mignt call into London on the morningOf Monday 2 June, proceeding to Dublin that afternoon, beforeresuning the talks in Belfast next day. Alternatively, he has52 hons Coula be in London on Tuesday 20 May, or on the morningOf Wednesaay 21 May. He has engagements in Paris for the restor that day, and on Thursday 22 May, but could aleo be inLondon on Friday 23 May if that suited the Prime Minister.

5. _Please let me know whethar the PN could see SenatorMitchell, and, if 30, whether any of these dates would work.If none of them fit I have no doubt that Senator Mitchell wouldchange his plans to fit in with whatever the Prime MinisterTOUIA OTTer. As we reporeed before the elentinm, wa masadvantage in the earliest possible contacts with the Americansnache Irish issue, and at a high level. Thers is a dangerthat their thirst for early movement in the peace procese willtead to recriminations if their hopes are frustrated, ana ifthey have not been brought into the confidence of the newGovernment.
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