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WMAFT  (feovt JTokw #0‘«46/ )

10 October 1996

‘his government has made clear Its approach to the sear for peace in
orthemn Irelahd bn many occaslons. But we continue to bp asked about
his or that agpect, particularly about the multffparty negoiations which
tarted on 10 June in Relfasl. There has been cofitinued speapulation about

new IRA ccascilre, despite the latest huge arnis and explosives find in

ndon. ‘ltusm renewed questiony about what cffect this would have on
he ncgollat‘on:s. nd Qur approach to these ncgolﬁalIons. It may thercfore
e helpful tg spelllbut bur posiUon agaln.

1¢ negoligtions [have one oversiding alm; to reach én overall political
cttlement, achleved through agreement and founded on consent. They will
ddress all thé is$ucd relevant to such a settlement. Inclusive in nature,
hey involve both govdroments and all the relevant politidal ;jl\rllcs with the
wecessary democfalid mandate and commitment to exclu Ively peacclul

fucthods.

t is tmportant tg cmphasise that all parties are uealed equally In the
hegotiation in ac¢ordance with the scale of their democgale mandate. But
o one party cap ptevent them continuing hy wit awing from the
wgoliations. No garty has an undemacratic advantage.

e prospepts forl subeess In these negotlations will violasly be much
cater if lljey taIT p cll_n a peaceful environment. Under the legislation
4

etting up the talks,|if there’was an uncquivocal restbration of the IRA
casclire of L\u st 1t Sinn Fein would be invited to gominate 2 team to
participate, from thatipoint, 1:\;1:: negotlations. Beyond the unequivocal
estoration pf the IRA ccasefire the British and Irfsh gove (s are agreed
hal these negotlalions are withiput preconditions.

t Is equally clear that, to be sucessiul, the negotiatio mqu be based on
clulstvely demogratic and pe eful means. There mus}t be no recourse to \
e threat {actual pr nplicd) or. use of violence or coercipn. So on entering

he negotiations pach participant needs to make clear their total and

bsolute comulittent to the prinelples of democracy :nd non-violence set

ut in the vao of {he Interhalional Body chaired by Sénator George

itchell. The paﬂjcs In the talkk have all done just that alteady.

‘ic range of issues on which an overall agrcement will depend means thist
he negottations will be on the Basis of a comprehensive agenda. This will
he adapted by agreement. Each participant will be able to raise any
ignificant {ssue of concern to them, and to receive a falt hearing for those
oncerns, without this being sdbject to the veto of any other party. Any
spect can talsed, including constitullunal Issues and any other matter
hich any ahy conslders relevant. No ncegotiated outcome is elther -
predetermiried or ¢xcluded in advance or limited by anything other than the
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nFed for agreement. ’ |

issues is)decommissioning which must be resolved
: the negotiatidns, So the opening plenary will address the
jternational Body'y proposals on dc¢omunissioning of illegal arms. At that
age and without|blocking fthe ncgotiatlons. we, alonf with the Irish
vernment, will be; looking fof the gominitment of all pariicipants to work
bnstructively during the negotiatfns to implement all aspects of the
Igternational Body'q report. :
I

is essential that all paruclp#ti ndgoUatc In good faith, serlously address

a]l areas of the pgreed agrnda land make every effort to reach a
cpmprehensive ‘agreement. Fdr thetr part, the two governments are
ymimnitted to ¢ that all ltems on the comprehicnsive lagenda are fully
dressed. | They will do so themsclves with a view to overcoming any

nstacles wh'u:h inay arise,

or our part, are wholly committed to upholding our fesponsibility to

courage. facilitatg and enable agrcement in the negotiations. This must

: basﬁo full 'respect for the rights and Identities of both traditions. We
Mant to see peace, sjabllity and reconcillation cstablished by agreement.

e are also determined to see lh&sc negotiations through lu ccssfully, as
speedily as posable This Is in lin the hopes and aspirations of people
both the United Kingdom and the¢ Irtsh Republic. These have already
given momen tdo a process which will always have difficulties. The
Hritish and Irish governments are committed to an agreed timeframe and
; uet of the negotiations. We have already proposed that
should be held at a suitable dale to take stock of progress

a whole. The two governments will also review

tervals in uz*ng al a summil mecting to be held before

2$teem ln'cspcctilve

le arc also comditied to the cr%;nn of a policing service which can enjoy
e support of thé extire communi

is worth recalll:ng hat, In response ta the ccascllres of Autuinn 1994 and
he changed level of threat, we tihdertook a series of confidence-building
easurcs. These in¢luded changed arrangements for release of prisoners in
orther Ireland under the Northein Ireland (Remission of Sentences) Act
D96, sccurity forcg deployments] a review of emerrgency legislation and
hers. If the threal reduces again, the opportunity for further confidence-
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hg mcasures retums. - \

ce-building is a two way street. Supporl for Nt)l:t use of violence

is Inchmpatible with garticipation in the democratic process. An cnd to

punighment beadng and other paramllitary activitics. Including
ance and farfetting, would demonstrate real dommittment to
methods ahd help bulld trust.

ortunity for progress has never been greater. Thefncgotiations are
supported irjternationally. Accordingly we welcomelthe contribustion
Europeari Unign to the rcsolution of the problem, Likewise we
welcome the interest involvement of the United|States arising from the
specig] affinity shared petween all the peoples of these islands and people in

. ted Statcs.® aritcular we welcome the contribution of arcas of
sful conflict resplution such as South Alrica. The negotlations also

t from independent chairmen from (he USA, Canada and Finland and

e overwhelrhing support of peoples throughout these glands. They

them to také place in a peaceful envitonment, free of all viclence.

That f our alm too.
\




