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marr (feo Tokw omé)
0 October 1996

‘his government has made clear Its approach to the search for peace in
orthern Irelahd dn many occaslons. But we cantinue to be asked about
hig or that adpect, partienlarly about the multfparty negdtiations which
tarted on 10 June in Relfast. There has been cofilinued spep:ulation about
new IRA ¢cascilre, despite the latest huge arms and explosives find in
ndon. This renewed questiony about what cfect this would have on
he nngnuatiuqa. nd Qur approach to these nﬁgultiﬂ.uﬂns, it may thercfore
e helpful tg spelllout bur posiUon agaln.

citlement, achlevigd through agreement and founded on consent. They will
ddress all the issucd relevant to such a sellement. Inclusive in nature,

cy involve both govdrnments and all the relevant politidal es with the
wecessmy democfalié mandate and commitment to exclu Iw.ljr peaceful
uncthods.

b
tis lmpnInr. cmphasise that all parties are Uealed equally In the

1e negoligtions Euwc one overshding alm; to reach én overall political

negntiation in accordance with the scale of their democratle mandale. Bul
o one party cap ptevent them continuing hy wit awing from the

wgoliations. No garty has an undemoacratic advantage. [

e prospepts for) supcess In these negotlations will ﬁDLSIf be much
cater if llicy take pbcee in a peacelul environment. Under the legislation
etting up the talks jif there‘was an unequivocal restbration of the [RA
casclire of August 1494/ Sinn Fein would be invited to gominate a team to
participate, from thatipoint, in the negollations. Deyond H:ﬁ urnequivocal
‘estoration pf the IRA ceasefire the British and Irdsh gove 5 arc agrced
hial these negotlalions are withput preconditions.

t is equally clear thal, 1o be s -cessiul, the negotiatio mqu be based on
clulstvely demadratic and pearelul means. There mus} be no tecourse to |
e threat (actual pr lnplicd) or use of viclence or ¢oercipn. So on entering

he negotiatiohs pach participant needs to make clear their total and

bsolute copmulittqrent Lo the prinelples of democracy :ind non-violence set

ut in the F.p.im of the Interpalional Nody chaired by Sénator George
itehell. The pmjif:s In the talks have all done just that alteady.

The range of issuegs on which ar overall agreement will depend means thit
he negottations wiil be on the Basis of a comprehensive agenda. This will
he adopted by agreement. ch participant will be able to raise any
ignificant i{ssue of concern to them, and to receive a falt hearing for those
oncerns, without this being sdbject to the veto of any other party. Any
spect can be talsed, including constlitullonal Issues and any other matter
hich any |paHy |considery relevant. No negotated outcome is elther
predetermined or ¢xcluded in advance or limited by anything other than the
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d for agreement. . i

Alnong the crug¢lal| Issues is|decommissioning which must be resolved
mithout blockin negotiatipns, So the opening plenary will address the
jternational Body'q proposals on decomunissioning of illegal armas. At that
afage and without Elnckl e negotiatlona. we, alonf with the Irish
gbvernment, wiil bejlooking fo} the gbminitment of all pariicipants to work
ynstructively during the nepotiatfns to implement all aspects of the
International Body'q report. ;
|
Itlis essentlal that all pm-uclpj:-xtsn golate In good faith, serlously addreas
a]l areas of the pgreed agenda land make every rffort to reach a
cpmprehensive ‘agreemcnt. Fdr thelr part, the two governments are
~smmitted to ¢ that all ltems on the comprelicnsive lagenda are fully
afidressed. |They will do so themsclves with a view to overcoming any
opstacles w inay arise.

¢ our part. wé are wholly committed to upholding our fesfonsthility to
cou E:? t:ma.td and EHEHE angcmmt h‘ll] the negotiatlond, This must

b based on full respect for the rights and Identities of both traditions. We
ant to see peacé. siabllity and reconcillation cstablished by agreement.

e are also determined to uué thtm: negotiations through !:u ccasfully. as
speedily as puasl!.')le. This Is in lin the hopes and aspiratibns of people
both the United fingdom and th¢ Irtsh Republic. These have already

n momen tb a process which will always have difficulties. The
ments are cobmmitted to an agreed timeframe and

uct of the negotlations. We have already proposed that

ould be held at a suitable dale to take stock of progress

jatihg a whole. The lwo governments will also review

gg tl:rﬂ]a_il:Iuc,lng al a summil mecting to be held before
year. r '

Meanwhile we are chmmitted to ralsing confldence, both thmu'gh the talks
of other measures alongside them. The Internatlonal
ess of mutual cunﬁdcnu:-bul!ding.

|
b we will contifiue| to pursue sdeial and economic policies Hased on the
pHneciples of equality of opportunily, cquity of Lreatment and parity of
s$teem frrespective pf political, clitural or religious affiliation’s or gender.
3 will ensure t there 18 just and equal treatment for the identity,
of 'both comlmunities, Including equal treatment for

le arc also commitied to the :nati'nn of a policing service which can enjoy
e support of thé edtire community.

It Is worth mul]l'ng hat, In respu{lﬁe ta the ceascllres of Autvinn 1994 and

e changed level of threat, we uihdertook a serfes of confidence-building

easures. Thesd in¢luded changed arrangements for release of prisoners in

orthern Ireland under the Nocthein Ireland (Remission of Sentences) Act

1P96, security f? deployments) a review of emergency legislation and
e

others, If the th

reduces again, the opportunity for further confidence-
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bulldifig mcasures retupns. - “

ce-building s a two Way street. Support for the use of violence
ln% tion in the democratic process., An end to

punighment beat other paramllitary activitics. Including
ance and g. would demonstrate real dommittment to
iphj.'lld trusl

gress has never been greater. Thejnegotiations are
ationally. Accordingly we welcomelthe contribution
nidn to the rcsolution of the problem, Likewise we
d involvement of the United|States arislng from the
shared petween all the peoples of these islands anil_pﬁople In
: arltcular we welcome the conlribution of arcas of
f tion such as South Alrica. The negotlations also
chalrmen from the USA, Canada and Finland and
uugpu:t of peoples throughout these lglands. They
them to take place in a pcaceful envirpnment, free of all vivlence.
That s our alm too.
| €.




