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'his government has made clear its approach to the search for peace in

jorthern Irelahd fn many occaslons. But we cantinue to b asked about
his or that aspedt, particularly about the mulufparty negdhiations which

tarted on 10 Junk In Relfast. There has been coftinued spetulation about
ascilre, despite the latest huge arms and explosives find in

rencwed questions about what cffect thi would have on

he negotiatjoris, 4nd dur approach (o these negotiations. It may hercfore

e helpful tg spelllbut bur position again.

ions [iave one oversiding alui; 1o reach n overall political

leved through agreement and founded on consent. They will

sSucd relevant to such a setlement. Inclusive in nature,

cy Involve both bovdraments and all the relcvant polifical s with the
\ccessary dentocfatid mandate and commitment to exclu lvely peaceful
[ucthods.

t 1s tmportant tq cmphasise that all parties are teated cqually in the

egotiationg in. actordance with the scale of their democgatic mandate. But

prevent them continulng by wittkirawing from the
arty has an undcmacratic advantage. [

e prospepts’ fof subcess 1n these negotiations will dbviolisly be much
cater if ey take phce tn a peacelul environment. Uhder the legislation
etting up fhe tafks,|if [here’was an uncquivocal restbration of the IRA
cascfire of/August 1494 Sinn Fein wouldbe invitedto dominatc a team to

asticpate, ram fhatlpolnt, 1 the aegolations. Deyord the unequivocal

estoration pf the IRA ccasefire the British and Irfsh gove 5 are agrecd
hal these negotialions are withiput preconditions.

¢ 1s equally clear thal, 10 be sutcessful, the negatiatior mqu be based on
clulstvely demadratic and peageful means. There mus} be no tecourse to

¢ threat (actyal pr Lnplicd) or use of violence or coercibn. So on entering
he negotiatiohs pach participant needs to make cledr their total and
absolute coguditihent to the principles of democracy and non-violence set
ut in the Reporf of the Interpalional Body chaired By Sénator George
itchell. The partjies In the talkh have all done just that alteady.

he range of issuds on which aq overall agecement will depend raeans thist

negoltations will be on the Basia of a comprehensive agenda. This will
c adopted by agreement. Edch participant will be able to raise any
sgnificant {ssue of concern to them, and to receive a falk hearing for those
onceins, without this being sdbject to the veto of any other party. Any

spect can be falsed, including constitutional Issues aad any other matter
hich any |pafty [considery relevant. No negotiated outcome is elther
redctermisied or gxcluded in advance or Limited by anything other than the
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for agreement. . '

ng the cruclal| lssues is|decommissioning which must be. resolved

thout blocking negotiatigns, So the opening plenary will address the
terational Body'{ proposals on decominissioningof fliegal arms. At that

e and without| blocking fthe ndgotiations. we, along with the Irish
ghvernment, will bejlooking fof the chminitment ofall parficipants to work

structively during the negatiatPns to mplement all aspects of the
Itemational Body'{ report. |

|

1t/1s essential that lpafl-lrlpj:llin igoliatcin good faith, serlously address
areas of the pgreed agendla land make every rffort to reach a

mprehensive ‘agicemcnt. Fdr their past, the two governments are
tted to e that all items on the comprehicnsive lagenda are fully

| do 50 themsclves with a view to overcoming any
arise.

ark wholly committed to upholding our fesfonstbility to= and enable agréement In the ncgntix'f:ng “This must
based on full respect for the rights and identities of both traditions. We

eact, sfability and reconciltation cstablished by agrecment.

ed ta sed m%e Skeouations thrgueh Judecsenilly. as
the hopes and aspiratibns of people

gdom and th [rish Republic. These have already
th a process whidh will always have diMiculties. The

uments are committed to an agreed timeframe and
uct of the negotlations. We have already proposed that

sHould be held at a suitable date to take stock of progress
a whole. The two governments will' also review

tesvals lx-Iu-’lng al a summit mecting to be held before

|

mmitted tb raising confldence, both through the talks
of other medsurcs alongside them. The International
oposes a s of mutual confidence-butlding.

to pursue sdcial and economic policies hased on the
of opportinity, cquity of treatment and parity of

f political, clutural o religious affiltatiorls or gonder.
it there 13 Just and equal treatment for the identity,

of 'both contmunitics, including equal treatment for
d eulture.

ted to the creafion of a policing service which can enjoy
tire community.

hat, (n re;pvu{'sf ta the ccascllres of Autunn 1994 and
threat, we uhdertook a serfes of confidence-building

uded changed arrangements for relcasc of prisoners in

{der the Nocthern Ircland (Remission of Sentences) Act
deployments) a review of emergency leglslation and
reduces agaid., the opportunity for further confidence-
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mcasures retuns. - \

ce-building I8 a two way street. Support for the use of violence
is incpmpatible with garticpation in the democratic process. An cnd to

punidhment beatingt and other paramilitary activitics. including
survelllance and fargetting, would demonstrate real dommittment to
peaceful methods ahd help bulld trust.

gress has never been greater. Thefncgotiations are
ationally. Accordingly we welcomelthe contribution

European Unidn to the resolution of the problem, Likewise we
e the intercst tnvolvement of the United|States arislng from the

etween all the peoples of these islands and people fn

aritcular we welcome the contribution of arcas of

‘resplution such as South Afiica. The negotlations alsa

¢ from independdnt chairmen from the USA, Canada and Finland and
e overwhelrhing support of peoples throughout these iglands. They

want [them to také place in a peaceful enviconment, free of all viclence.
our alm too.

| ‘


