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DISCUSSTONS WITH PADDY TEAHON

. 1 nave read with interest your three faxes of 1
8 ¥ay. ~On

the brime Minister's speech you will have se
en my celegian

“umber 158 recording the favourable reacti
on here.

3. As I mentioned to you on the telephone on Sacurda
y, *

2 1103 on'Paddy Teanon late on Friday altesnoou.
 I had a

farther telephone comversation tnis morning, wh
en he Tenearsed

the points in your letter on contacts Wit
h Simn Fein.

3. 1n both conversations Paddy expounded at Son
e lengeh @i OuE

ailure to engage supstantively ac the talks on
 € May, and to

e Siie in adsance about thelspeechy The Irieh side were izt
Paddy said. I reeponded by saying that to expecy substantiv

e

engagement from a governmeat which had been in 
cftice for under

g eas unrealistic; and that prior consultation o
n the

Speech risked unwelcome leaks, of which theve had been a
S ot untortunate examples. I encouraged Paddy to foliow
The example of Dr Mowlam, who is reporcted as s

aying thac ehe

aS Tearht to have a Shoit memory on issues o
f this naturs.

paddy had the grace to laugh.

4. I am quite clear that we did, as you say, act properly over

oth the mesting.and the speech. However, all this does
D riine the central message of my minute Oof 2 May, -Working

N the Irieh on Northern Ireland", which emphas
issd the

e ueial importance of close personal relacio
nships between

mempers of the two Governw
enls.
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