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Corporals’
case man
is freed

A STUNNED Pateick
Kane walked free today
after spending almost nine
years behind dars

West Belfast man Kane was
wrroundsd by cheering but
tearful family and friends as
ke left the Count of Appeal

Three judges had snani-
mously quashed the 39year-
#d’s conviction for his part in
he mwedzse of two tish
Army corporais o [988.

As be left the cowrt, he
smid: I was set up for
ometbug that [ did cot do.
We are another case just like
he Birrnngham Six and che
Juildford Foue."
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By Desmond McCartan
at Westminster
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THE Prime Miqister’s
anfcr at the Lurgan
killings was
beightened by his be-
lief that republicans
spurned a fresh effort
to get inclusive talks
going, it was learned
today.

Touy Blair, who intends
to mzi'c a keynote state-
ment next week, left
London for Denver, where
he will discuss the issue
with President Bill Clinton
tomarrow.

At that meeting, whach will
b: domunated by Nocthera
[reland and the iowpact of the
RUC murders, Mr Blaw will
explain the full reasons for hes
dccr anger

He is expected o confirm
to the President that the

Ulster to top
agenda as leaders

meet in US

[RA’s killing came aftec the
Government spelled out
ceardy that Sion Fein would
have 2 real prospect of jowning
uter-party talks.

That message was delivered
to Sinn Fein at the ead of Last
week — just three days before
the policzenen weee gumned
down in what Mr Blaic termed
1 "doubly wicked" act.

It is understood that the
party was told that, after an
mterval of about six weeks (o
test the credibility of & acw
[RA ceasefire, it could be
invited 10 the table

(n 2 move (o dispel all

doubts about the
Government's  attitude, Mr
Blair decaded that the position
should be speiled out

[t followed the seomd of
two “clanficatory” meetings
betweea Quentin omr.,l&
NIO's political direcior, and
Sinn Fein's chief oegotistor
Martin McGuindess.

Effectively, it re-o the
posssbelity of Suwn Fein com-
ng to the table, gobably n
ch(cmbﬂ. ibed the cc-
publican le hup acted de-
csively soon.

The move has undersoored
the comments made by Dr Mo
Mowlam at the start of the six-

week elsction campaign

Her suggestion that,
provided a ocasefire was in
place, Siar Feia coudd get to
the table on Juve 3 drew
crticsm from Tones and
UOIOnasts

But both Mr Blar and
Peesideat Clinton have made
chear that it & their joint
desee to s2¢ inclusive talks —
provided the IRA demon-
strates, beyond doubt, that it
has called a halt to its cam-
paign.

Mr Blaic's statement was
widely aotecipated yesterday,
and ¢ is understood that
further detmls of what the
Govecament explained to
Sina Feun would have become
public.

But it was deferced, lacgely
because the Prime Micsster
was seautive o the obvious
rief of the famities of the

UC victims

Earbier last week, Northern
freland Secretary De Mo
Mowfam ssid Sinn Fein was
baing given “one last chaace™
to ctanfy ifs postion

On June L1, she told MPs
the nm was to resolve the
deocymmisstoning issue “in the
next couple of weeks, which
would 2llow us (o move on to
wbstantive nsgotiations in the
talks in September™”

Dr Mowlam iasisted n the
Commons that the NIO con-
tact with Sino Femn did not
amount 1o 0egotiations

But she said she was
“mnded to have one more
mectiag ¢ order to determine
the two positions.”

Segnificantly, she addzd: 1

belicve that yesterday (June
10) Sian Fein aosxm;g:d the
Northern freland Office for
another mecting
“Therefore, my best answer
i that another mectiog s
likely. but chat will be &.
However, within hours of
the murders, Tonx Blaw
; :c of his “anger” at the
s apparent response --
and ocdered a thied
clan(icator‘v’ mecting.
e

octed 10 be held yestesday,
to L sceapped

@ Continued oa page 6.
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