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FURTHER US REACTIONS 0 THE LURGEN SHOOTINGS

1. 1 sent you, yesterday, the first US rea
ctions to the

L rdure in lurgen. The statements by the President and by Ted
Kammedy were both helpful, as was the Wnite

 House spokesman's
Steng suggestion that US patience with Si

nn Fein was running
out.

2. Two more reactions teday. First, the sState Department
Spokesman, Nick Burns, made some halpful co

mments in the daily
bress briefing. He called the TRA wa bunch of sick,

1o oted, brutal terroristst and sald fhat
 "we're not going to

¢

have much at all to do with sinn Fein as 
long as .... the IRA

carries on these activitiesT
M.

3. Second, and much less helpfully, the us
ual HIRC mob

{6ilman, King, Manton, Neal), thiS t
ime bolstered by

representatives of the arts and Journalis
m including Frank

et of Angela's Ashes fame, issued B Mes
sage From

Concerned Irish Americans. i Xles in its very
Sonet paragraph by equating “Brital lure to enter into
Ili%party talks during the 17-month 1RA 

ceasefire" with
esterday's tragic killing" as if there

 was some moral
equivalence between the two. It concludes with pleas to the
2t ian Government, to David Trimble, to Tan 

Paisley, to the
Loyalist paramilitaries, and only finally 

to the IRA, almost
Loy afterthought. The statement notes that Sinn Fein have
3 monstrated their 'electoral might!. but ha

s no advice at all
fon them, The whole statement, in short, could have been
o tten at any time over the last few mon

ths, and the flavour
M Britien oot-dragging, Unionist obstructi

onism and
frugtrated Sinn Fein peacemaking. It is as though the Lurgen

Shootings had never happen
ed.

yowie

Aliaery
Anthony cary
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