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20 June 1997

Tony Blair .
Prime Minister !
10 Downing Street ,
London

A Chara

Many thanks for the Aide MTmoue which we received very late on Flfiday, 13
June 1997,

Quentin Thomas suggested th his cover note that Martin McGuinnegs would
meet your ropresentatives to go through the Alde Memouwre and clyrify any
further points on either side.  Sinn Fein agreed with that. owever,
unfortunately the meeung hu: been cancelled following the killing by IRA of
the two RUC officers on Mongay. Can 1 say that ] regret very much that these
men were killed. ! am disappointed also that our meeting has not gonejshead.

In the absence of this meetig, let me put to you, in writing, the goints for
clarification that we would h+ve reised. I understand you may hav¢ points to
raise with us. Naturally 1 would stlli prefer that such a mecting would ke place
s0O that we could dlrectly raise 'thcu mattors with one another.

I have made it clear on mm),l oc¢casions that Sinn Fein is not the IRAf and that
owr party is not engaged n armed actiops of any kind. The seatch for 2
democratic peace sottlement can only be accompliched through dialogue. Your
government may not sgree with Sinn Fein's psoiticn on Irish soverejgnty but
our party has a mandate which should be recognised by your goverfment. 1
know these are difficult times but it is very importsnt that aone ¢f us are
deflected from our responsibllity to secure a lasting peace. | certainly ill not be
deflected cven though there have been numerous attacks on Sinn . For
example, my offices in West Belfast have been bombed in recent weeky and last
night there was an stiempt to kill one of our councillors, James McCarry, and hus

family.

1 know that you, as British Prime Minister, have 1o weigh up many fagtors but ]
wish to stress my belief that » l\asw\g peace con be established if we intgrsify our
efforts to remove the obstecles to dialogue. This con best be accomplish

o face mectings.
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In the meantime, lct me say ‘that Sinn ein comes very positively to the Aide
Memoire. It i3 an advance on the pusitons adopied by the previoup British
goverament. It is worth nating that our efforts at this point aje to effcctively and
definitively remove the nb:i?clcs to » meaningful and inclusive negptiations
process which were erected by that governument.

Your government has addulssed in 3 much more positive way the issues
involved. Absoluty clarity, o# I'm sure you will agree, is required. f all the
issues the one of decommissipning needs 1o be removed as an obstecie in the
negotiations. I am told that you sre engaged with the Irish governmgnl in an
offort to do this and 1 hope you will be successful in yout joint efforts. ft would
be very helpful Uf I knew kn detall the substance o} the paper the two
gavernments are preparing. Clarity on the paper, the Indcpendent Comralssion,

the dedicated sub-committee and thelr respective torms of refercnce is crpcial.

This single issuc undermined the peace process and caused ity col
February 1996. Sin¢e 10 jJunc sl year the Unionists have
decommussioning Issue to prevent any forward mevement.

Decommissloning is 3n IBportant issue to be addressed as pert of a negpHations
process. But It necds to be removed as an pbgtacle so that it can ne ger be
employed to block the ncgotia:f:ns, now or in the future.

] acknowledge similarly the Broadly positive cotnments on cwnfidence Dulding,
Progress requires that such words herald the implementation of relevant deeds.
Martia McGuinness would hevp raised these ssues in order to get substynce and
detail of what is meant by broad commitment on these issucs as dtated in
paragraphs 19 and 20 of the Framework Document which was publishpd more
than two years ego. Martin would have requésted clarity on how th¢ British
govermunent intend to respond to the suggestions by the International Body for
actinn On prisonets, emc:gen!y legislation, licensed weapons, plastic bullets,

policing and social and economic issues.

We would also have sought {latity on the cquality agenda - matterp which
require no negohations and we would have suggested that shej British
government scek to build confidence in the process itself through measures puch

as:

1. FEquality of treatment for Sinp Fein and the Sinn Fein electorate.

2. The need for urgent action op the issue of prisoners and prison relate lesucs.
(You are aware of our demlﬁd view on these matters 50 1 will not repeat them
now. ' .

36 un)lity of treatment for the Irish culture and identity Including
education through the mediym of Irish.

4. briush government handling of contentious marches.

Thus s without prejudice to th ' need for action On 2 range of other dedqrocratc,
equality ond justice iseues in the broader programune of ¢hange ‘ﬂ““d‘ S
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requized. AS our delegation seid at their Jast meeting with your repres tatives,
it was our inention 1o come back with & view on all these issues of equhlity and

hopefully we will yet fund somg way to do this.

cmoire.
am sure

¢ asked

&,

Finally I note that a timefzame' of May 98 has been staled in your Alde
This 15 a positive step but no cilendar or agenda Nas been provided and
you appreciate that unc will bg necessary. Martin McGuinness would ha
for this s0 ] would appreciate a copy of your proposed calendar and ag

There 18 & commitment to ;fgular reviews. THhis {s god. Wha{ feview
hat

mechanism will be uged? On datc in September will the negotiatpn of the
substantive Jssues commence?,
The Alde Memoire states that ‘Ministerisl meetings with Sinn Fein would be

» Di ' ulvocal
i i by g ey e thercfoce, wheh British
government ministers will meet with Sinn Fein?
Martin McGulnness would ha*e asked when you will meet with me.
When will the Independent C'}ul:u\an meet with Sinn Fein?
What is the calcndar for these meetinge?
In conclusion, [ hope that mesﬁ matters can be cleared up without further delay.
I look forward to hwaring from, you.
Is mise |

GERRY ADAMS |




