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GERRY ADAVS AP

SINN FEN
FPRESIDINT

20 June 1997

Tony Blair

Prime Minister
10 Downiing Street

London

A Chara

Many haciks for the Aide Mfumolre which we received very fate on Fiday, 13
June 1997,

Quentin Thomas suggested th his cover note that Martin McGuinnefs would
meet your ropresentatives ta go through the Aide Memoire and cljrify any

further polnts on either side. Sinn Fein agreed with that. Howover,
unfortunately the meeting has been cancelled following the killing by

the two RUC officers on Monglay. Can 1 say that ] segret very much

men were killed. ! am disappointed also that our meefing has not gone[shead.

In the absence of this meetidg, let me put to you, in wrlting, the goints for

clacification that we would hive raised. I understand you may have points to

raise with us. Naturally I would sull prefer that such a mecting would tpke place

$0 that we could dlrectly raise these Mmatimrs with one another.

1 have made It clear on many occasions that Sinn Fein Is not the 1
our party is not engaged m armed actions of say kind. The seafch for 2

demacratic peace scttlement dan only be accomplished through dialogue. Your

government nay not sgree With Sinn Fein's psotticn on lrish soverejgnty but

our party has a mandate which should be recognised by your goverfment. 1

know these are difficult timps but it is very important that aone ¢f us are

defiected from our resporstblijty 10 secure a lasting peace. 1 cortainly will not be

deflected even though there have been numerous attacks on Sinn For

example, my offices in West Belfast have been bombed In tecent weekp and last
night 'thare was an stiempt to kill one of our councillors, James McCarrf, and his

family.

1 know that you, as British Prime Minister, have fo welgh up many fagtors but |

wish o stress my belief that » lasting peace con be established If we inigrully our

efforts v remove the obsteclesta dialogue. This can best be accomplishfd by face

10 face mectings

%m-{uum«‘ we DTI24PO
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In the meantime, lct me say that Sinn Fein comes very positively to fhe Aide

Memolre. 1t i> an advance on the positons adopied by the previovp British

goverament. It is worth nating that our efforis at this poini age t effectfvely and

Gelinitively remove the obsticles 1o 3 meaningful ang inclustve negpuation
s

process which were erected by that government.

Your government has addrdssed In @ much more positive way M issues
involved Absaluty clasity, s§ I'm sure you will ageee, is required. CIf all the

issues the one of decommissipning needs 10 be removed 35 an obitogie in the

negotiations. 1 am told that you are engaged With the Irish governmdnt #n an

effort to do this and 1 hope yol will be successful in your joint efforts. ft would

be very helpful If 1 knew jn detall the substance of the paper phe two
gavernments ace preparing. Glarity on the paper, the Indcpendent Commission,

the dedicoted sub-committee and thelr respective terms of reference is crcial

This single issuc undermined the peace process and caused it w.iapu in

February 1996. Since 10 Junc [ast year the Umionists have used the
decommussioning Issue to prevent any forward movement

Decommissioning is 3n Important issue to be addressed as part of 3 Mfl':
am\ns

process. But It necds to be removed as an obatacle so that it can no lmger be
employed to block the negotiations, now or in the foture.

1 acknowledge stmilarly the bfoadly positive comments on confidence uilding

Progress requires that such words herald the implementation of relevarjt dee
ds

Martia McGuinness would havp raised these fssues in arder to get substgnce and
detail of what is meant by the broad commitment on these lssucs 85 tated in
paragraphs 19 and 20 of the Framework Document which was publishid more

than two years ago. Martin Would have requésted clarity on how thf British

government intend fo respand, to the Suggestons by the International fody for

action on prisoncrs, emergendy legislation, licensed weapons, plastic| bullets,

policing and social and economic issues.

We would also have sought {latity on the cquality agenda - matters which
require no negouations and we would have suggested that she) British

government scek to build confiience i the process itzelf through measures puch

as:

2. The need for urgent action of the issue of prisoners and prison relate;
1. Fquallly of trestment for Sinp Fein and the Sinn Fein electorate.

(You ara aware of our detallqd view on these matters so T will nat up#
now.) 

! :

2. Bquality of ueatment for the Irish culture and identity Ineluding

education through the mediym of Irish.

4. british government handiing of contentious marches.

This 18 withous prejudice to the need (oF action bn a sange of other deqoeradc.

equality nd justice iseues in the broader programme of change which 13



The National Archives reference PREM 49/111

M, “COMIS-CABINET OFFICE 86,11

RiVADE ii esmame3ezsl:

. “37 escz0 2t 0504363423

required. As our delegation §id at thelr last meeting with your repres totives,
it Sas ot intention 10 come back with & view on all thess lssues of equplity and

hopsfully we will yet fuidsom¢ way to do this

Finally I note that a timefsame! of May 98 has been staied in your Atde fiemotre.

This 15 a positive step but no clendar or agenda Nas been provided and § am sure

you appreciate that une will bd necessaty. Martin McGuinness would hape asked
Tor thus 0 § would appreciate a,copy of your proposed calendar and agenqo

There fa & commitment to rogular reviews. THs f8 good. What rcview

mechanism will be used? On Lm« datc 1n Septeober will the negotlatpn of the
substantive Jssues commence?,

The Alde Memoire states that ‘Ministerisl meetings with Sina Fein
 vould be

possible, as well as bilateral and other meetngs' In the event of an b lquivocal
P aschre by the IRA. We 4re concerned to know, therefoce, whe! British
government ministers will meet with Sinn Fein?

Martin McGulnness would haye asked when you will meet with me.
i

When will the Independent Chalrman meet with Sinn Fein?

What is the calendar for these ‘meesings?

In conclusion, | hope thet thes¢ matters can be cleared up without fu

1 look forward o hearing from, you:

1s mise i
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GERRY ADAMS


