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20 June 1997

Tony Blair ;
Prime Minister |
10 Downing Street |
London

A Chara

Many thanks for the Aide M'Tmulm which we received very late on }Jridny, 13
June 1997,

Quentin Thomas suggested th his cover note that Martln McGuinnegs would
meet your ropresentatives to go through the Alde Memouwre and clyrdy any
further points on either side.  Sinn Fein agreed with that. owever,
unfortunately the meeung hll: been cancelled following the killing by IRA of
the two RUC officers on Monday. Can 1 say that ] regret very much fhat (hese
men were killed. T am disappointed also that our meeting has not gone shead.

In the absence of thus meetidg, let me put to you, in writing, the goints for
clarification that we would hive raised. I understand you may have points to
raise with us. Naturally ] would stli prefer that such » mecting would fpke place
50 that we could directly raise iﬂ'u.lﬂe matters with one another.

1 have made It clear on mtn'}l occasions that Sinn Feln {5 not the IRA and that
our party is not engaged n armed actions of aay kind. The seafch for 2
democratic peace scttlement can only be accompliched through dialogue. Your
government mmay not sgree with Sinn Fein's psolticn on Irish soverelgnty but
ow party has a mandate which should be recognieed by your goverhment. 1
know these are difficult times but it is very importent that none of us are
deflected from our resporsibllity 1o secure 2 lasting peace. 1 certainly il not be
deflected cven though there have been numerous attacks on Sinn . For
example, my offices in West Belfast have been bombed in recent weeky and laai_'
night there was an sttempt to kill one of our councillors, James McCarry, and his

famil y-

1 know that you, a5 British Prime Minigter, have 10 welgh up many fagtors but |
wish to stress my belief that » Jasting peace con be established if we intgrully our
efforty tv remove the obstedles to dialogue. This can best be accomplishgd by face i)
i face mechings. : E.:
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In the meantime, J¢t me say ‘that Sinn Pein comes very positively to fhe Aide
Memoire. It i3 an advance on the pusitions adopied by the previo British
goverament. It is worth nating that our efforts at this point aye to effecively and
definitively remove the nbu:frlu to a2 meaningful and incusive negptations
process which were erected by that governument.

Yous government has adersud In 3 much more positive way the issues
involved Absoluty clarity, I# I'm sure you will agree, is required. f all the
issues the one of decommissipning needs 1o be removed as an obstecie in the
negotiations. 1 am told that you sre engaged with the Irish governm At in an
cffart to do this and 1 hope you will be successful in your joint efforts. ft would
be very helpful Uf 1 knew ja detall the substance ﬂr} the paper the two
gaVCriumnents Are preparing. qlaﬂty on the paper, the Independent Comralssion,

the dedicoted sub-committee and their respecuve torms of reference is crpcial.

This single issuc undermine the peace process and caused ity coljapse in
February 1996. Sin¢e 10 June last year the Unionists have ed the
decommuassioning Issue o FH‘\"!EHI any forward movement.

Decommissloning is 3n important issue to be addressed as pert 0of a ne
process. But It necds to be removed as an ebstacle so that it can no
employed to block the negotiations, now orF in the futyre.

] acknowledge simnilarly the Broadly positive colnments on confidence Puilding.
Progress requires that such words herald the implemcntation of relevant deeds.
Martin McGuinness would hevp raised these issues in arder to get substgnce and
detail of what is meant by broad commitment on these issucs as dtated in

paugriphs 19 and 20 of the Framework Document which was published moTe
than two ycars sgo. Martin »;ﬂu]d have requested clarity on how thg Rritish
goverrunent intend to respond to the suggestions Dy the International Body for
actian on prisoners, rm-:rgcnéy legislation, licensed weapons, plastic bullets,
policing and social and economic issues.

We would also have sought {larity on the cquality agenda - mattesf which
require no negotations and we would have suggested that the British
government scek to build configence in the process itself through measures puch

a5’

1. Equallity of treatment for Sinp Fein and the Sinn Fein electorat.

2. The need for urgent action o the issur of prisoners and prison related lesucs.
(You are aware of pur dﬂluﬁd view on these matters so 1 will not repeat them
now.) ] -

3. Ezv-lity of treatment for the Irish eulture and identity Including

education through the mediym of lrish.
4. british government hapdling of contentious marches.

This 15 without prejudice to th ' need for acton bn 2 range of other dr:\ﬂfrati.c,
equality ond justice issues in the broader programune of change '-Thu:h 15
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)i ing with your represgntatives,
required. AS our delegation s#id @t their Jast meet
it Efll our inpention 10 come back with a view on all these lssues of equhlity and

hopefully we will yet fund s Iy to do this.

' : de Memaoire.
Finally I note that a timeframe of May 98 has been stated in your FY
T'l'tis I: a positive step but no ¢ lendat or ngmd-'l‘ s been provided l:!n?u ar:;;:::
you appreciate that unc will bg necessary. Martin McGuinness “:::ﬂ i :
for thus 80 | would appreciate a copy of your proposed calendar anc ag :

' ! . is good. Whay review

here I8 & commitment to gegular reviews. This
'Lm:haniam will be uged? On What date in September will negotiadpn of the
substantive Jssues commence?,

' ' lvoeal
’ Il as bilateral 2hd other meetings' In the event of an unqquivo!
EE::E'}:E a;ywt:m IRA. We lt'a concerned to know, therefure, whe British

government ministers will meet with Sinn Fein?

The Alde Memoire states that ‘Ministerial meetings with Sinn Fein I‘1':|u.:1ltl be

Martin McGuinness would I.'-.m'qrc asked when you will meer with me.

| .
When will the Independcnt Chalrman meet with Sinn Eein?

What is the calendar for these ::mtﬂlngﬂ
In conclusion, [ hope that ﬂusﬁ' matters can be cleared up without furthey delay.

1 look forwerd o hearing lrum; you.

Is mise |
Clhn
GERRY ADAMS .




