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MARTIN MANSEKGH

1. I talked to Martin Mansergh chis morning.

Decommissioning

2. He expressed satisfaction at the way this had been handled thus
faz. But he went on to say that the Prime Minister's statement in
the House this afternoon represented a major challenge for us, in
that that scatement would have Co successfuily come to terms with
311 of the pressurcs that were now being Lought Lo bear upon us
He had been in touch with Sinn Fein this morning. He said that Fat
Doherty’s cautiously positive statements on Prime Time and Radio 4
yesterday evening had not been done Off the cuff (as is 80 often the
case with Doherty) but had been officially endorsed by the
leadership. Though both Doherty and McLaughlin had both publicly
denied having seen the detail Of our decommissioning paper, Sinn
Fein were in fact, well aware Of ite contenc. In the COnléxt of
thig cauliously positive response, it wae therefore important that
whatever we said about decommissioning stuck very closely to the
carsfully crafted language in the text. In his view, it would be
“fatal® to appear to override that document in any way, in that Sinn
Fein would 1atch on to any such statement as constituting the
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official position of the British Governmenl. Siuu Fein recognisedChac hard things would continue to be said about the Lurgan Killingsand could have'no guarrel with that. Bul Lhey still needed to beIeassured that the application of the joint ctext on decomuissioningwoutd not give rise to anything that could be interpreted as newpre-conditions for Sinn Fein either outside or ineide the talks.

2. Mansergh went on to give a specific example. He said that infe most recenc contact, he had been guestioned quite closely why
_PEOJIess” Was sought in sowe arcuy while "due progress® was Soughton decomwigsioning. Did that mean that a more rigorous reat wouldbe applied to developmencts on decommiseioning? Mansergh said thathe had txied to disabuee them of Chis notion (and thought he had
succeeded) . BUL Ll question itself demonstrated the extent to
which every word in the text and in our statements, would be crawled
over for signs of hidden meanings and conditions

Bxchanges with Adame

Mansergh remained confident that things were still moving in tne
ght direction despite the Lurgan killings. But there would be noimmediate ceasefire. In his opinion, Adams latest letter to the

Prime Minister (of which he had a copy on his desk) should not been
seen i texms of raising new vbstacles. It was true that both Adamsana McGuinness had a “tick-off" mentality when it came to their
dealings with che British (and ivish) Government. Buc he thought
Lhist the list in the latest letter could be dealt with
satisfactorily with general as opposed to specific commitments. Onthe specifics in Adams’ "package of points® as he termed i(,
Marsergh had gained the impression from several sources thar the om
on the lrisn language could be deall wilh by some gencrally positive
statement perhaps referring back to the framework documenc ©The
samé could be said on prisoners. Mansergh recalled that when t
arcse in 1994, no specific commitments had ben enterad into and that
reassurance had been given on the lines of a formula Such &s "if \he
geaselire beds down, this issuc will be dealt with in a progressive
SPiriL'. Mansergh recognised that the Irish had a much simpler task
in providing specific reassurance on Lhis point. But he sasd chat
3f the right atmospherics could be conveyed, e.g. in & public
statement by the Secretary of State, then expectations would
probably be meL. As far as any private response to Adame went, he
said that a pledge to "tidy Up" previous Commilments (ie on
transfers) plus the right sort of mood music should suffice

>. I subsequently spoke on the telephone to both you and John
Holmes.

(Signed)

R I Clarke


