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MARTIN MANSEHGH

i I talked toc Marcin Mansergh this morning.

Decommigsioning

<. He eXpressed satisfaction at the way this had been handled rhus
Lar. But he went on to say that the Prime Minister's statement in
the House this allernoon represented a major challenge for us, 1n
that that statement would have Lo successfully come to terms with
all of the pressures that were now being bLrought Lo bear upon us.
He had been in touch with Sinn Fein this morning. He said that Pat
Doherty's cautiously positive statements on Prime ‘ime and Radio 4
yesterday evening had not been done off the cuff (as is soc often the
case with Doherty) but had been officially endorsed by the
leadership. Though both Doherty and McLaughlin had both publicly
denied having seen the detail of our decommissioning paper, Sinn
Fe;n were in fact, well aware of ite contcenc. In Che conlext of
thils cauliously positive response, it wae therefore important that
whatever we said about decommigsiovning stuck very closely to the
carefully crafted language in the text., In his view, it would be
"falal"” to appear to override that document in any way, in that Sinn
Feln would latch on to any such gLatement as constituting the
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cfficial position of the Eritish Government .
that hard things would continue te be said about the Lurgan kKillings

and could have nc guarrel wiCh that. Bul Lhey $till needed to be 1
reussured that the application of the joint text on decorumlissioning
would not give ris: to anything that could be interpreted as new
pre-cond:itione for Sinn Fein either outside or ineide the talks.

Siun Fein reccgnised

b |

= Mansergh went on to give a specific example. He said that in
his most recent contact, he had been queslioned quite closely why
‘progress” was sought in sowe aress while "due progress" was sought
on decommissioning. Did that mean that a more rigorous test would
Le applied to developments on dEGnmmiaaioning? Mangergh said that
he had tried to disabuse them of rhis notion {(and thought he had
Succeeded) .  BuL Lhe guestion itself demonstrated the extent to
which every word in the text and in our BLatements, would be ¢rawled
over for signs ¢{ hidden meanings and conditions.

HERRTE T N SRR R e —.

Bxchanges with Adams

4. Mansergh remained confident that things were atill moving in the
right direction despite the Lurgan killings. But there would be no
immediate ceasefire., In his OopLnion, Adams lateat letter to th
Prime Minister (of which he had a copy on his desk) should not been
geell iun texms of raising new vbstacles. It was true that both Adams
and McGuinness had a "tick-off" mentality when it came to their
dealings with che British (and lyish) Government. But he thought
Lhiat the list in the latest letter could be dealt with

Sal isfactorily with general as opposed to specific commitments. On

the specifics in Adama* "Package of peints" as he termed 1L,

Marsergh had gained the impression from several gourceg thar the one
on the lrisn language could be

deall wilh by some gznerally pusilLive
scatement perhaps referring back to the framework documen: . The
same could be said on prisoners. Mansergh recalled that when this
arcse in 1994, no specific commitments had ben enterad into and that
reassurance had been given on the lines of a [ogrmula such us "if LE
ceadellre beds dewn, this issue will be dealt with in a progressive
SpiriL®. Mansergh recognised that the Irish had a much simpler task
in providing specific reassurance on Lhis point. But he sard that
2£ the right atmespherice could be conveayed, e.g. in a publig
Statement by the Secretary of State, thep eXpectations would
probably be meL. As far as any private response to Adame went, he
said that a pledge to "tidy up" previous commilments {ie on
transfers) plus the right sort of mood music should suffice.

>. 1 subsequently spoke on the telephone to both You and John
Holmes,

(Signed}

E I Clarke



