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RRACTIOE 10 THE LUNGAN SHOOTINGS

1. Farlier today Mary Ann Peters was discussing with me adraft Precidential statement (attached) condemning the murderscn Lurgan. This says nothing about future US policy towardsSirn Fein. At the Subsequent White House press brisfing theShokesman (Mike McCurry) was pressed on this point: he repliedthac the US would maintain contacts which were holpful to thepeace process “but sooner or later it becomes clear who'swilling to help the process and who's motTM. It would seem thateven the US's patience with Sinn rein will eventually run out.

2.yl wonder whether thought has been given to the option ofRublishing the aide memoire which wae put to Sinn Fein over theweekend? The Unionists would, no doubt, go to town: the € wecxsuggestion was outrageous; the text showed that MMG hed becnengaged in megotiation despite all that had bsen said; the
(predictable) outcome was a testamant to British naivety, stc.Sot Unionist reaction would perhaps be muted by the knowiedgethat the initiative had now been derailea, ana that there wasno immediate danger of Sinn Fein being invited in on theseterms: (uwhich would have been unacceptably gemerous, in
Unionist opinion). The advantage of Publishing would be thatthe public (including the US public) would see how far HMG hadbeen prepared to go to draw sinn Fein into the taiks. In thelignt of HMG's initiative the IRA response is hard to read
other than as a desperate affort to bury a proposition whichwould have put them on the spot. 5o long as the background isconcealed, Sinn Fein's publicity machine may be able togonvince people that the British were stringing them along, -and that in these circumstances frustration spilled over imtoviclence,

3. If the 'settlement train' is leaving without Sinn Fein we
need to convince people - here and in the UK - that HMG did allit possibly could to achieve inclusive talks.
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