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GERREY ADAMS MP
SINN FEIN
PRESIDEMNT

2 July 1997

Quentin Thomas
Northern Ireland Office

Whitehall '
London

I

A Chara

Twelve days ago, on June 20, Goarry Adams wrote to Tony Blair. The lgtter was
instanced by the British govern nents cancellation of a meeting betweeh British
government representatives anc Sinn Fein representatives following thy killing
by the IRA of the two RUC offizers in Lurgan- A response, as yet, hn:Fnt been

forthcoming.

The letter was specifically in response tO the Aide Memoire sent to us bl you on

13 June and the suggestion in Vi-ur caver note that such a meeting could|be used

to go through the Aide Memoi e and clarify any further points on either side.
|

The letter accordingly sought to clarifv a number of points. ,

told by john Hume that the Secretary f State,
sed you to provide clarification in writing 1
to move the situation forward and to ayoid any

ning a response to the matters raised by Gerry
T am doing f.ni

On Monday Guerry Adams was
Marjorie Mowlam, has author
requested. In a genuine attemp

further unnecessary delay in g
Adams in the letter to the Prime Minister twelve days ago,

Let me first of all reiterate th
Memaire. 1 restate, as 1 am sure ¥
Aide Memoire infers, that ab=ol ite ¢

4 Sinn Fein comes very positively to he Aide
ou will agree, and as your cover note to the

larity on this document is required.

[n the intervening period the two governments have agreed the Resolping The
Address To Decontmisstoning  document and the Prime Minister, in a4 speech,
last Wednesday in Westminstor provided the British government pefspective
on the various issues we have been discussing. In his answers to queptions 1N
the Dritish House of Commons that day, the Prime Minister grovided
elaboration on these puints. These answWers caused the specific concegn that a
demand for actual decommissiining during the negotiations can be tutned into
s block on. and precondition to, further progress in the negotiatiqns. This
obviously needs to be avoided The issue needs to be addressed without blocking
the negotiations. There is alsc concern in relation to the British goviernment
|

view of a settlement.

1

Sim [ 51-57 Baet ax e ShEAL Deal femmer. e BLCI2 8P0D
bl - hbtp  fwoww Irbmact corm J sinnfel®

02/07 '97 18:04 TY/RY NO. 0983 PO2




The National Archives reference PREM 49/111

02707

000 00000000000

'97 18:33 FAX 4401712108565

required.
1) The Obstacle of Decommissi« ning.

Of all the obstacles erected by
been the most destructive. If undermined the peace process and

collapse. Since 10 June last year the Unionists have used the deco
issue as an obstacle to prevent any forward movement.
important issue to be addressec as part of a negotiations process. But
be removed as an obstacle so that it can no longer be employed to

negotiations now or in the futu e.

I note the commitment by the two governments, in paragraph 3 of
The Address to Decommission ng, 'to carry the
determination so as to build co fidence without locking the negotiat
Does this mean that the British government is committed to carry i

{orward without allowing the n :gotiations to be blocked?

2) Confidence Building
| have acknowledged

The substance and

more than two years ago, is nec :ssary.

There is also a need for clarity »n how the British government intend

to the suggestions by the Inter
legislation, licensed weapons,

195Ue8.

Clarity is also required on the € quality
no negotiation such as:

il
.

Fquality of treatment far Sir n Fein and the Sinn Fein electorate.

. The need for urgen
(You are aware of our detail :d view on

now. )
Equality of treatment for the Irish culture and identity including

education through the mediam of Irish.
4. British government handling of contentious marches.

kD

=

This is without prejudice to th: necd for action on a range of other

equality and justicc issues

required. As our delegation said at our Jast meeting with you,

intention to come back with a /iew on all these issues of equality and

we will yet find some way to dt this.

In this letter T will therefore at:empt to outline all the areas on whjcli clarity is

he last government that of decommissi

rocess forward with e

the bro: dly positive comments on confidence
Progress requires that such words herald the implementation of relevan

detail of waat is meant by the broad commitmen
issues, as stated in paragraphs ' 9 and 20 of the Framework Document,

i1, the broader programme of change

aused its

Decommissioning is an

it necds to

Resolving
rergy and
5.

he process

building.
b deeds.

on these
ublished

to respond

wational Body for action on prisoners, epergency
5lastic bullets, policing and social and

conomic

agenda. These are matters whigh require

¢ action ¢ n the issue of prisoners and prison relatid issues.
these matters so ] will not regeat them

mocratic,
which is
was our
hopefully

de

it

@od
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3) Timeframe
I note that a timeframe of May 98 has been stated in your Aide Memoife. This is
a positive step but no calenda - or agenda has been provided and I am} surc you
appreciate that one will be necessary.

Would you therefore send me .\ copy of your proposed calendar and ag

4) Sinn Fein's entry into talks
The Aide Memoire states that ‘Ministerial meetings with Sinn Fein would be
possible, as well as bilatera) aid other meetings in the event of an unequvocal
ceasefire by the IRA. We woulil like assurances that this will be acted an without

delay.

Will British government min sters meet with Sinn Fein immediately and on
the basis of equality with all ot 1er parties?

Will the Prime Minister meet mmediately with the Sinn Fein President, Gerry
Adams, and on the basis of equality with the leaders of all other parties?

Will the Independent Chairm in meet with Sinn Fein immediately ahd on the
basis of equality with all other parties?

Can you supply me with a cale «dar for these meetings?

5) Perspectives of a Political Seitlement.
In any process of negotiations nnn Fein will be promoting and arguing for Irish
national reunification, indejpendence and sovereignty as the basis of a
demoxratic, equitable and lasti g peace settlement. This is our perspegtive of a

political settlement.

More than two years ago the British and lrish governments agreed the 'Toint
Framework for Agreement’ T!e new British government appears to b moving
away from the Framework Do-ument. This received no mention in apy of the
speeches on Ireland made by tr2 British Prime Minister.

Does this British government remain committed to the ‘Joint Framework for
Agreement’ agreed by the Irish and British governments?

In conclusion, T hope these matiers can be cleared up without further de
I look forward to hearing from ou

Is mise

' Martin Mc Guinness
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