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IN on oxclusive News Lettor
Interview, UUP loader David
Trimble speake to polltical
editor Mervyn Paulay

avid Trimble was in

frank mood yesterday

as he asgessed the
shape of things to come — and
called for a reshaping of the ex-
isting talks process.

e refused to see a black side
to the voting down of London-
Dublin proposals for parallel
decommissioning of terrorist
arms, insisting the situation
had heen “defused” and was
not the major setback some
politicians made it out to be.

»Tony Blalr Is not camnq it
a setback. He is being positive

. There are some
P ho are misreading the
gituation,” the Ulster Unlonlst
leader said. “It wag not a make-
or-break issue.”

1n a wide-ranging interview.
he attacked NIO “inflexdbility”’
and spoke of poOOts pres-
sure on the Sinn Feln leader-
ship. And he claimed his party,
by refusing to walk away from
the Stormontc talks. had
thwarted the Provos’ ceasefire
plan to wrong-foot unionists in
the propaganda war

He confessed he did not
imow whether the talks would
stay on track and whether

. “What
I say — and this Is very im-
ortant - 1s that the Provos
thought they were going to
have us on the hook last weelk.
wThere was @ distinct air of
'set-up’, and whet was being set
up was the entire upjonist
community. The Provos pulled
a fast one with their ceaseflre,
expecting there would be the
usual kneejerk reaction of
{Fnionists losing thelr temgﬁg
shouting thelr heads off.
that the world consequently
would say ‘Oh look, there’s
those republicans maldn% 2
positive move and there are he
unionistz behaving like that -
the real problem is unionism’.

»That 18 what the Provog
were setting up. It was obvious
they were t to wrong-foot
unionists with their ceasefire.
They thought they could re
on a kneejerk reaction whic
they could use to tell the worid
the real problem was

“There was an avalanche of
ne?uve publicity in Britain
and the world waitlng to hit
unionism and we prevented it.
Kneeferk reaction by all union-
ists would have resulted in an
avalanche of hostile publicity
and we would have been Strug-
gling then.

nThis week has been quite
different. Indeed for unionism
most of the publicify this week
has been posilive, and thal
has been dug entirely to the
good gense of the Ulster Union-
ist Party.”

Mr Trimble, who was not at
the calks for Wednesday's joint
gaper vote, pointed ourt that he

ad gald beforehand it wag
not a make-or-break issue.
This was why he did not can-
cel pror appointments Lo be
there,

The disadvantage of timeta-
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bles, he sald. was that they nct-
ed ns n fetter Wednesday's
vote was not conclusive and
wpan't regarded by the Gov-
ernment a8 conclusive,

He said be wae still waiting
forc from Tony Blair
on points the party put to him.

sDowning Street say it i8 go-
ing to take . That did not
surprise me, When we adopted
the timetable I said the idea of
a structure was good bub I
know ffom ence that the
dates were over-optimiscic.”

Could the talks, under exist-
h‘gmies. move jnto substantive
di{scussiong on the three
strands in September? '“Yes,
but It will not necessarily be
September 15. None of us has
%3 a crystal ball and we have

see how things develop.

»gut when we talk about go-
‘,,';E,‘““’ three strands bear in

d that this structure can be
gnte flexdble a8 to how 118 de-
gned and that is one issue
Government s now Jooking at
—how to adjust the structure In
such a way as to make it com-
fortable for people who are re-
luctant to get fully involved.”

He believed it was possible to
make the existing process Sork
sBut it will require a bit of imag-
ination and more flexdbilily
trom government than the
Northern Ireland Office has
showm.” he insisted.

“*There tends to bé In the NIO
tremendous infexbilicy. A lot
of the problem on this issue hag
peen caused by the fallure of
the NIO to consult properly
with people in advance. There
has been a degree of misman-
agement there.”

Agsuming the talks went
ahead on 8eptember 16, would
he and his team be there if 8inn

Fein was also there? *That
oes back to what I said about
he need for flexdbility in struc-
tures because it would be pos-
sible for the talks to proceed
through a mixture of bilaterals
and trilaterals and SO OD.

“There s no need for talks to
proceed simply through ple-
naries. That is one factor to
bear in mind.

“The other factor iz that
there i8 @ long way from now to
September and we'll gee lgow

on

realising that they are comin
{nto 2 process which 1s only go-
ing to lead to what they would
call a partitionist solution.

“Everyone is talking about 2
sertiement. Not an interim
arrangement but a settlement,
and e settlement on a parti-
tionist basis which they will
have to accept. And they will
nave to accept that when their
leaders sign off on this they are
signing off on the history of the
whole republican movement.

“There are people in the re-
publican movement who do re-
alise the significance of all
this. Let’s just wait and see.
There is a lot that could happen
pelween now and then.”

[putil to Mr Trimble that his
talk ahout moving to bilaterals
and trlaterals sugbgesced he
mught be thinking about duck-
ing sgicting down with Sinn
Fein? "No, I am just pointing
out there are p tles here,”
ne recorted.

“I'm not saying we will nev-
er git down with Sinn Fein. it
depends on Sinn Fein and the
g ncipleg In the Downing

treet Declaration. Is there a

pade (-

commitment to peaceful means
and the demoecratic process?
“That is what this process is
actually about and what the six
Mitchell principles are about.
Mansi' people say the Shinners
will sigm up to these and will not
mean it - that they will be to-
tally insincere. And I've @ StTong
%icmn that Is the way things

go.

“But I think there are other
parties to this process, not just
ourselves, who will inslst on gen-
uine commitments.”’

He said his eall for more NIO
flexibility underlined the need
for reshaping of the existing
process. “As far as the FM is
concemed [ am quite sure he is
open to a more flexible ap-
proach. As usual our difficulties
are not in Dowmung Btreet - we
have more problems in Stor-
mont Castle than Downing
Street.

“I'm waiting for clarifica-
tion of some issues and what
comes from that, I hope there
will be positive developmenis
there and algo in terms of the
gtructure of things.

sand I expect to see positive
developments from Sinn Fein,
£00, In terms of 2 commltment
to peaceful means and the de-
mocratic process.Now none of
these may happen - we may
the Prime Minjster will caome
back to me and say 'Sorry, I
can't do anything for you 1o
terms of the clarification you
sought’.

“The NIO could continue in
ica inflexdble attitude to strue-
tures. Sinn Fein could turn out
to be completely dishonest but
yet the vernment ignore
that dishonesty. And so it could
turn out that come Sepcembet
we 100k at it and say 'Sorty, it
can't be done’."”

Mr Trimble, asked If he re-
g:etted the withdrawal of the

UP and UK Unionists from
the multi-party talks. said: “I'm
not gure to what extent the
DUP have pulled out. At Down-
ing Street on Tuesday Mr PRig-
ley was talking about bllaterals.
so let's just wait and see.

“We have seen situations be-
fore where the Doc has stormed
out and yet. lo and behold a day
or two later, he is still there, only
In e slightly differenc form."’

On the loyal orders’ call for a
unionlst unity convention, he
said: “I'm quite happy to talk
to the loyal orders...I'm gOINg
to engage on widespread con-
sultation within the party and
within the communitg' and thar,
of course, will include the loy-
al orders 25 a sigpificant influ-
ence within the community.

»1'1 also be prepared to talk
to other unionists. The problem
with structured arrangements
{s that some people think they
are the whole world. They
gpend all their timée, and force
us to spend time and ener?. -
ting around staring &t our
navels racher than eonfronting
the real world.

«1 am well aware of the need
{o consull the grassTools and
{alk (o other unionists and I'm
gowng to do Lhal. But the idea
of thinking you solve problems
tzgeigrwﬁng the real world 18 not

way to go."




