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going nowhere, Sinn Fein will come round to wanting to get into

negotiations again. We do not want self-imposed handicaps at that point.

But we should strain every sinew to show that not only can the talks go

on without them, but that they can make real progress on the substantive

political issues. This means getting past the decommissioning blockage.

(i) we should maintain a propaganda offensive against PIRA/Sinn Fein. We

want to demonstrate to them (and others) that they pay a real price for

their double-think war/peace strategy. The keys lie in Washington and

Dublin. The climate is propitious - both Governmeuts feel (rightly)

conned. We should urge both to cut off Sinn Fein from high-level

contact for a significant period (not necessarily for ever), and press on

- the Americans steps such as prevention of Sinn Fein fund-raising and the

- closure of the Sinn Fein office. 1 am in Washington on Friday talkiog to i
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