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Meanwhile we are ommitted to raising confidence, both through the talks 
and through a rdngk of other measures alongside them. The International 
Body's report itself proposes a pro ess of mutual confidence-building.

So we will continue to pursue sccial and economic policies based on the 
principles of equality of opportunity, equity of treatment and parity of 
esteem irrespective bf political, cultural or religious affiliation's or gender. 
This will .ensure tiikt_there_ls jukt_ and equal treatment for the identity, 
ethos^ and_aspiratiob of both corpmunities, Including equal treatment for 
the Irish language and culture." ' --------------------------------
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It is worth recalling hat, in response to the ceasefires of Autumn 1994 and 
the changed level o threat, we undertook a series of confidence-building 
measures These included changed arrangements for release of prisoners In 
Northcmjreland, under the Northern Ireland (Remission of Sentences) Act 
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The opportunity fox' progress has never been greater. The {negotiations are 
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of the European I 
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special affinity shared jetween all the peoples of these islands and people 
the United States. In particular we welcome the contribution of areas u. 
successful conflict res alution such as South Africa. The negotiations also 
benefit from indepetadf nt chairmen from the USA, Cànada and Finland and 
have the overwhelming support of peoples throughout these Islands. They

aoiddo B3WOH NHor nH,


