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INTERVIEW WITH KEN READ FOR UTV - 12 SEPTEMBER 1997

KR After yesiorday's statementdo you stil think thereis a refationship
between Sinn Fein and the IRA

PM We have always believed that Sinn Fein and the IRA are inextricably
inked. That's why when Sinn Fein sign up to as they have done to the
Mitchell principles which means they are committed 1o the non violent
democratic path wo in id them to that to make sure that that principle is
satisfied.

KR~ Do you understand the peoples’ concern about the gun being brought

Dack into politics

PM That's precisely why | expect the Mitchell principles to be adhered lo
and if they are not adhered! 1o by any party they will be out of the talks.

KR There has been some contusion about consent, what do you
understand by consent”

PM My understanang of consent is that there must be no change i the
constitutional status of Northern Ireland without the consent of the majority of
people in Northern froland hermore that that applies to the process of
negotiation that the safequards that are there, the triple lock if you like, must
be an arrangement ihat meets and agreed is lo by the parties, Parliament
and the people

KR Do yout @ principlc of consent will apply right through the
negotiations?

PM Yes that s all part of building of confidencethat we can gota
democratic lasting politcal settlement,

KR There are also obvious worries about decommissioning. .7

PM The document that we have agreed with the lrish Government is in
essence the document thal the previous British government had negotiated
with and what we ¥ing 10 do 15 to make sure that we don't set up
preconditions or obstacies but we do get decommissioning as quickly as
possible. My own v 1 we should get decommissioning now.
! don't believe there 15 any justification for any illegally held weapons to bo
there at all. Thit we sl up a process and expect all parties to adhere to that
Processin good fiuth. sy thit we want lo see actual decommissioning during
the process of nagotia

KR The IRA < view handing in guns is tantamount 1o
surrender?
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PM I don t think that's liue at all. We must liy to give peopl the very best
chance to begin negoliating on the substance of a lasting political sottiement
for Northern lrcland. The most frustrating thing about this process is that
there is a substantial measure of agreement both that therc necds (o b
some form of relationship between Norther freland and the Republic and
there needs (o be i system of devolution of power in Northern Ireland itself.
And what | would like Lo do 15 to get on and discuss those cross border
arrangements. the devolvod assembly, the substance of the negotiations so

that we can put i place that lasting settlement, get it agreed by the peoplo
ana starta situation n Northern ireland where politics is about the things that
t should be about schools. hospitals, crime rate, jobs for peoplc rather than
hatit has becr about

KR The Ur have a very important decision to make about the talks
what would you say to the Unionists?

PM Well | don't want to presume more or intrude upon their discussion in
any way that is unhelpful at all. All I would simply say is that there are all
sorts of extremists n the situation who want to wreck this process, because
they don't really want a settiement. | think that decent moderate people, that

of people in Northern Ireland want to see a situation where the
concerns are represented very directly in any corners where Sinn

Fein are confronted with the arguments that are being made and my firm
conviction is tht it 1s better that people are in there arguing their case on the
firm understanding that the agieements in relation to non-violence of the
Mitchell principies wil b enforced by the Government, that it is betler for
them 1o be in that process rather than outside it.

KR And looking anead o nioxt week you are stil determined no matter
what that a refercndur

PM L want that to lappen. | mean | desperatcly want it to happen becausc! think we ate n a situation where there is the potential for hope that what |
have learned about the situation in just thesc few months of governimant is
that if it ssnt moved forward. it shides backwards and | desperately want it o
maove forward.

KR Can| ask you just one final question. Do you intend to give Gerry
Adams

PM Wil there are no decisions that have been taken on thal at all yet and
any such decisions will be taken in the futurc. WhatI think is importantis thati we can gel a decent process gomg and we can start talking about thosubstance of a lasting politcal setilement in Northern lreland, thal so manymore things becoine possibic. so many more doors are opened and all theway through the most heart rendering moment for me since the eloction in
refation to Northutn Ireland wias meeting young people from both sides of the
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community that came and saw me in Downing Street and | met those youngpeople and they spent a week in London. It was the first time they had reallybeen mixed togethior from the two sides of the two traditions and there theywere with the same intercsts. the same likes, the same desires with what theyjeantod to do wih their ives and yet separated by this appalling historicalegacy. Wel | ust feol an urgent sense of responsibilty to removo that andallow them 10 lead normal lives and get on together

KR And you will play a rolc in that?

PM 1 will piay a very important role in that. | am committed to and I saidbeforethe election| wouldbe and | am now.

KR Prime Minister. thank you


