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INTERVIEW WITH KEN READ FOR UTV - 12 SEPTEMBER 1997

KR After yosterday's statement do you still think there is a relationship Kess
Retwean Sinn Fen and the IRA ' 1Px::r

PM We have always believed that Sinn Fein and the IRA are inextricably
inked. That's why when Sinn Fein sign up to as they have done to the
Mitchell principles which means they are cormmitted to the non violent

democratic path wo imust hold them to that to make sure that that principla s
satistied

B Do you understand the

peoples’ concern about the gun being brought
DAcCk into pohitrics”? '

PM  That's precisely why | expect the Mitchell principles to be adhered lo
and if thay are not adhered 10 by any party they will be out of the talks.

KR There has been some confusion about consent, what do you
undersiand by consent”

PM My understanding of consent is that there must be no change m the
constilutional stixtus of Morthern Irefand without the consent ol the majorily of
peopie in Northenn lreland. Furthermore that that applies to the process of
negotiation that the safeguards that are there, the triple lock if you like, must

De an arrangement that meets and agreed is lo by the parties, Parliamen!
and the people

KR Do you think the

- principle of consent will apply right through the
negobations”?

r:rll'l L = 4 " 5 i ¥ s
vt Tes nal is ail part of building of confidence that we can gcl a
democratic lasting politica! settlement, :

R ]-'"lf:*."l'" are also obwvio

L5 worries about decommissioning.. ...”

PM  The document that we have agreed with the Insh Government is in
@ssence the document thal the previous British government had negotiated
with and what we are trying 10 do is lo make sure that we don't set up
preconaitions or nbstacles but we do get decommissioning as quickly as
Eﬁu55:|.hle My own view is that we should get decommissioning now

; don't believe there 1s any justiication for any illegally held weapons to be
:.ht‘rf.- at all. That we sl up a process and expect all parties to adhere to that
process in good fitl

sy that wo want 1o see aclual decommissi
sep - ISS1001N L
the process Of naaaotiatin g Ij s

KR The IRA savys tha

TR MG view ;".Ia,'id|ﬂg in QUI'I&; ],':‘, tﬂ;ﬂamﬂu[” 10
= ndear
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P | dont lthink

that's true at all. We must try to give peoplg the vary best
chanco t

0 begin neqgoliating on the substance of a lasting political scttlement
tor Northern ircland. The most frustrating thing about this process is that
there is a substantial measure of agreement both that there necds to bao
some form of relathionship between Northern Ireland and the Repubiic and
there needs 1o be i system of devolution of power in Northern (reland itself.
And what | would like (o dou s to get on and discuss those cross border
arrangements. the devolved assembly, the substance of the negotiations so
that we can pul m place thal lasting settlement, get it agreed by the people
anad start a situahon in Northern Ireland where politics is about the things that

sthools. hospitals, crime rate, jobs for people rather than
what it has becn about

It should be about

KA Fhe Unionists hawve a very important decision lo make aboul the talks -
what would you say to the Unionists?

FM  Well | don't

wvant 1o presume more or intrude upon their discussion in
any way that is

unhelpiul at all. All 1 would simply say is that there are all
sors of extremists in the situation who want to wreck this process, becausc
they don't really want a settiement. | think that decent moderale people, that
huge majonty of people in Northern Ireland want to see a situation where the
Unionists’ concerns are representad very directly in any corners where Sinn
Fein are confronted with the arguments that are being made and my firm
conviction is that it is better that people are in there arguing their case on the
't the agreements in relation to non-violence of the

Mitchell principies will be enforced by the Governiment, that it is betier for
them to be in that process rather than outside it

tirm understanding th.

KH  And looking anead 1o next week You are still determined no mattes
whal that aragfercndum

PM want that to hoppen. | mean | {Jesperatmy want it lo happs:m becauspo
| think we are in 3 situation

where there is the potential for hope thal what |
have learned about the situation in just these few months of government is
that it it 1sn't moved forward. it shdes backwards and | desperately want il to
maove forward

KH

Can | ask you just one final question. Do you intend to give Gerry
Adams

FM  Well there are no decisions that have been taken on that at all yet and
any such decisions will be taken in the tuture. What | think is important is that
if we can get a decent procoss gomng and we can start talking about the
substance of a lasting nolibca! settlement in Northern Ireland. thal 50 many
mare things become possible, so many maore doors are opened and all the
way through the most heart 'endenng moment for me since the election in
relation to Northern Ireland was meeling young people from both sides of the
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c::jnr‘:zui'-‘lt}-l l.l.:;” came and saw me in Downing Street and | met those young

;ﬂf: ; i:;i.! rﬁ:;s [uw”:”t:}w in Lﬂ_rrdr:m_ It was the [r'r_st ime they had really

ma il \}r ”I[H lrwm ﬂE‘f;IdES of the two traditions and there they

A b ”',_...I, M; ~. TJJL same likes, the uar_nﬂ desires with what they

legacy. Well | just feo| 1-.1 LL} 1 e Ff:parmﬂu by t.h'_E appalling historical

gy I'J:I ]-ﬂ "u-:‘”L. ! It :_.{u.i sense of responsibility to remove that and
ad nurmal lives and get on together.

KR And you will play a role in that?

=1 R T R PN |
-. it l.'.]"‘* < very important role in that. | am committed to and | said
oelore the election | would e and | am now g

KR Prime Mirister. thank YOou




